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To JOHN MOTTEUX, Esq, Chairman of the 
Honourable Court of DtreBors for the Affairs of 
the Honourable United Eajl India Company . 

S I R, 

IVHE N I wrote the following fleets, I 
was in hopes that they would have appeared before the 
Honourable Court of DireBors with the advantage ' of 
Mr. Haflings's recommendation , by whofe orders they 
were written , and to whom they were addreffed—Why 
this advantage was denied them, I cannot pretend to fay —. 
The caufe to which I flould have attributed it, would 
have been the. infgnificance of the matter,-—but from this 
conclufion I am forbidden , by obferving, that the fubjeB of 
them, has by that gentleman, been thought fo important, 
that the continuing to purfue the plans which I had laid 
down and began to execute, fo long ago as 1778, has 
fur n fled Mr, Haflings with matter for repeated pub lick 
encomium on the gentleman who fucceeded me in the ma¬ 
nagement of part of the Jungle terry DiflriBs . 

This has determined me, though late, to offer this little 
TraB to the notice of my Honourable Maflers , that they 
may know from whence thofe inflitut ions originated, which 
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have been fo much applauded in their effe&s ; and T trujl 
that I jhall if cape all imputation of vanity for making 
this publication, when it is confdered, that J at thefame 
time publ jh the humiliating proof how very bad a courtier 
Tmufl have been, when I could not fecure to myfelf the 
applaufe that was given to meafures of my own contri¬ 
vance , 

At the fame time, I implicitly leave the difpofal 
of this TraEl, to you Sir, convinced that if it merits, it 
will receive your recommendation, and if it foould not, I 
foall mofl chcarfully acquiefce in the judgment of a 
gentleman, from whofe jujHce and liberality, even when ■ 
1 was an entire jiranger to him, my charaBer and in- 
terefl received that fupport, zvhich was withheld by thofe 
from whom J was tnofl entitled to expeB it. 

J am. 

With refpeB and gratitude, 

Sir, 

Tour obliged and mofl obedient Servant, 


HarUy Strut, June 20 , 1787 . 


■JAMES BROWNE. 


N T R O D U C T I O N. 

T N order to make the fubjeft of the following little 
Trait as intelligible as potlible, I fliatl beg leave to 
obferve, that the Mountaineers of the Rajahmahl Hills, 
having, by their repeated depredations, exceedingly dif- 
trefled the inhabitants of the low country during the 
years 1771 and 1772, Mr. Haftings and his Council di¬ 
rected a battalion of light infantry to be raifed for re¬ 
ducing thofe countries to fubje&ion and good order.— 
The corps was raifed the latter end of 1772, and com¬ 
manded by Captain Robert Brooke. 

1773, During the firft months of 1773, Captain Brooke, by 
judicious and fpirited operations againft the Mountaineers, 
impreflbd them with a fear of our military force, and 
they began to fubmit in different parts. The re it of 
that year was employed in military operations againft 
Jagernaut Deo, and the other Zemindars of the Jungle 
Terr}' of Curruckpoor, who had rebelled againft Govern¬ 
ment ; they were at length expelled, and fled into Cur- 
ruckdea. 

1 774> The firft part of this year was employed in reducing 
the Mountaineers, and in eftablifhing certain regulations 
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for protecting the low country againft their incurfons— 
Alio in making a Kbafs fettlement of the Jungle Terry 
Cu truck poor. 

In July, Captain Brooke refigned the command of the 
Sight infantry, and the colle£torChip of the Jungle Terry 
ol Curruckpoor, Bauglepoor, and Colgong to me—Soon 
after this, the Jungle Terry of Birboom and Guidore, 
were added to this colleCtorfhip. 

As I perceived the inftability of the Khafs Settlement 
in the Jungle Terry of Curruckpoor, I propofed the par¬ 
doning of Jagernaut Deo and his family, and re-admitting 
them to the management of their refpeCtive diftrias j but 
I received no reply.—I alfo made a new fettlement of 
the Jungle Terry of Guidore. 

Iu January, the Jungle Terry of Curruckdea was ad¬ 
ded to this collector J hip. In February, broke out the 
great infurreCtion in favour of jagernaut Deo and the 
ixhi! expelled Zemindars ; the whole year pnfled in un¬ 
interrupted hofUIities, thougli they were foon narrowed 
to the limits of the Curruckpoor jungle Terry, and the 
con!e leracy broken. I he J ungle Terry of Birboom was 
alio fettled during this year. 


i 7 ;6. By the beginning of this year, the rebels being re- 
duced to great extremity, offered to fubmit to any terms, 

except 
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except the delivering up of Jagemaut Deo.—i propofed 
to the Board to publilh a general amnefty, and to give 
jagemaut Deo’s Zemindary to his fon Roopnarain Deo, 
on the father’s delivering himfelf up on promife of per- 
fonal fafety—The Board were at fir it averfe, but at 
length confented, on ray taking upon myfelf the rel'pon- 
fibility of the meafure. Jagemaut Deo immediately de¬ 
livered himfelf up, his fon was inverted with the Zemin¬ 
dary; and from that time there never was a difturbance 
in the country as long as it was under my contrcul. 

In the beginning of this year, I artembled all the 
Zemindars of the Jungle Terry of Curruckdea, and made 
a fettlement of that Diftria on fitch terms as enabled me 
(without any confulerable diminution of the prelent re¬ 
venue) to releafe the Riots from a load of impofitions, 
and thereby induced them to undertake the cultivation 
of a great cjuantity of land which had fallen walte lor a 
number of years. 

Soon after this, the Board took the Jungle i env of 
Birboom from under my management, and refiored it 
to the Rajah of Birboom. No public motive was ever 
alTigned for this Hep. 

During the long interval that I had been compelled to 
attend, almoft exclufively, to -the Southern Divifion of 
the Jungle Terry, the Mountaineers of Rajahmahl had 

again 
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again got into great difqrder. For the plan introduced 
for their reflraint by Captain Brooke in 1774, though 
very meritorious, when we confider howlntle intercourfe 
that gentleman had then had with thofe people, yet had 
ioirie defe£fo in it, which I am lure that Captain Brooke 
would have corre&ed, had he continued in the com- 
mapd, and which prevented its operating as an effectual 
remedy to the turbulency of the Mountaineers. 

Being now quite at leilure to attend to thofe people, 
I marched with my battalion to that part of the country, 
the latter end of this year, and in perfon examined into 
the pad and prefent Hate o.t every thing reflecting the 
Mon ntaineers. 

«?J*. My enquiries enabled me, in January, to fubmit to 
the Board the plan for the future regulation and govern - 
ment oi the ; fills of Bajahmahl, which will be found as 
a Supplement to this Traft—It met with their entire 
approbation, and I received orders to carry it into im¬ 
mediate execution, as appears from the extracts of the 
Board s and the Governor General’s letters to me. (See 
Notes A and B at the end of this Introduction.) 

* 

I laving cflablifhed the regulations for the Mountaineers, 
and waited to fee the immediate fuccefs of their brf$ ope¬ 
rations, I marched round to A mar and Suhanabad, 
which had been placed under my authority, and in the 

latter 
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latter of which places, a rebellion had e.dilcd for feveral 
years—As I had taken particular pains to eltabllih my 
reputation for public faith among thefe wild uncivilized 
people, as footi as Sultanabad was put under my autho¬ 
rity, the Chief of the infurgents voluntarily offered to 
iubmit, and come into me, on my promife of fafety and 
juftice, which he did accordingly, and the country im¬ 
mediately became quiet. 

That country being alfo fettleil on a plan approved by 
the Board, I marched back towards my cantonments at 
Chackye; and on the march I received the Board’s or¬ 
ders to deliver over the charge of the Jungle Terry of 
Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Curruckpoor to the Collector 
of Bauglepoor, and to fend three companies of light in¬ 
fantry to a£t under his orders. 

I immediately obeyed this harfli and unexpected com¬ 
mand ; but l will confels, that from that time I felt a 
hearty difguft to the nature of the fervice X was employ¬ 
ed on, and therefore earneftly applied to be removed 
from that ftation, and fent up to the army in tire held, 
or any other place where my corps might be ufcful. 

1779. During this year nothing material occurred, the coun¬ 
try under my authority being in a ftate of perfect peace 
and obedience. At the commencement of this year, 1 

completed 
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completed and lent to Mr. Ha flings, the little TraCt to 
which this, ferves as an introduction. 

Sultanabad and A mar being completely fettled and 
quiet, were reftored to the Ranny of Rajahfhy; there 
then remained, under my management, only the Jun¬ 
gle Terry Guidore and Curruckdea. 

1780. It being at length refolved to fend the battalion of 
light infantry up to the affiltance of the Ranah of Gohud; 
Curruckdea and Guidore Jungle Terry were put in charge 
of the Collector of Ramgur, on whole diltriCt they bor¬ 
dered : and in June the light infantry marched out of 
the jungle Terry by way of the Curruckdea pals. 

On this occafion, I had the fatisfaCtion of knowing 
how acceptable my conduct had been to theie people, 
by the concern which they {hewed at my departure, and 
the refpeCtfal and affectionate attendance of feveral of 
the Zemindars as far as Ghyah in Bahar. To which, I 
beg leave to add a If ill more recent teliimony, fo late 
even as the year 1785, when, upon the Collector of 
Ramgur viliting Chackye and Curruckdea, the Zemin¬ 
dars of thofe diltriCts waited upon him, and pretenting 
the Sunnuds which they had received from me, declared 
that they required nothing further than a confirmation 
of the feltlemcnt which I had made. 


In 
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In the endeavours which I hav e here ufed to refeue 
my humble labours from oblivion, I folemnly declare 
that I have no wifli to detra& from the merit of my fuc- 
ceflbr, Mr. Clevland , for whom I had the fincereft af¬ 
fection. I am truly concerned that his death puts it 
out of my power to receive the addition of his teflimo- 
ny, which I know he would molt chearfully have given, 
to what l have laid ; for his virtues and abilities were as 
much above requiring the ftolen decoration of another’s 
merit, as his honour and liberality were above accepting 
them. 


ExtraB from the Supreme Councils Letter to Captain 
Browne, dated January 27, 1778. 

“ WE entirely approve of jour conduct, and of the 
“ plans which you have formed for the government of the Hill 
** people. 

** We authorize you to ufe fuch means as fhall appear ncceA 
“ fary for eftabJifliing the regulations for the Hills,” 


C 


ExtraB 
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ExtraB from the Supreme Council's Letter to Captain 
Browne, dated March jo , 1778. 

« We are much pie.;fed with the plan which you recommended 
*< of granting Jaghier lands to the invalid Sepoys, and dcfireyou 
«* will carry it into immediate and effectual execution, 

«» We approve of the plans which you recommend for the fafety 
«< and defence of the Dawks patting through the Hills.’ 

Note B. ExtraB of a Letter from the Governor General , to 
Ciptain Browne , dated January 28, 1778. 

“ I have the pleafure to acquaint you, that yefterday the board 
■«* in their revenue department, directed your feveral addrehes to 
“ be read; your plans are accjuiefced in, your meafures approved, 
44 and the public communication will be transmitted to you. 

44 The board are fenfible of your care and ability in drawing 
« U p thefe propofals', and it h with particular fatisfkOion I have 
“ remarked your attention to the cuftoms and original form ot 
** government amongft the inhabitants of the hills, in the new 
** propofed regulations; an indulgence that promiles the molt 
44 falutary efte£ls in my opinion* at the fame time that it denotes 
*< your afliduity and judicious regard to conciliate theirdifpofitions 
44 to dependence-” 


To 
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To the Hon. WARREN HASTINGS, Esq, &c. 

Hon. Sik, 

GONFO R MABLT to your orders long 
f.nce tranfmitted to me, to form and fend you a defcrip- 
tion of the country under my authority, with reJpeEl to 
its natural and political flats ; and alfo to recommend the 
mofi ejfeBual plan for its fubjeSlion and future good go¬ 
vernment—I have employed every liifure hour afforded 
me from my military and other avocations, in colic Sling 
the befl materials for en ab ling me to obey your inflruBi- 
ons, and as there are no ohjeSis in life which I am more 
bound to purfue, than thofe which tend to your fatisfac¬ 
tion ; / have been particularly nice in admitting the ma¬ 
terials for this defcription and plan, that I might not, at 
fame future period of my life , have the vexation of re- 
flethng, that I had, in any inflame, been the caufe of 
mifleadingyou ; hut though I have much rcafon to trufl 
tn the 'authenticity of the materials, / feel the grtatefl 
diffidence, when I confder myfelf in the fituation of com¬ 
pounding them into a literary form, before fo excellent a 
judge as you are of every literary production, I refl my 
hope of your exempting me, however, from even the juj 
Jiverity of criticifm, in confederation that obedience to 
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your orders, not the vanity of compofmg, has given birth 
to this performance ; and that to write with elegance the 
deferipttons of countries , which they have only vifited in 
war, has not been the privilege of any but men of the 
mofl exalted capacities ; the length of ages, the mofi la¬ 
borious refearches of men rcfpetlively, mafers of the fe¬ 
ver al arts and fcicnces, and the pen of an able compiler 
of thofe labours, can alone furnifh a comp!eat defeription 
of any country : deprived of all thofe ejfentials, this 
fetch has occafon for the great ef indulgence you can 
pa [fib ly (hew it. the novelty of the fubjecl is the only re¬ 
commendation it has ; and all 1 can urge in my own fa¬ 
vour is, that 1 have been forced to collcB every material 
by my own labour, utterly unajjijled from beginning to 
end. 

the inJlruBions you have honoured me with for its ar¬ 
rangement conjijhd of thirteen articles, but as feveral of 
them were immediately relative parts of others, I have re¬ 
duced the whole un.hr fve heads, which include the thir¬ 
teen complcatly , the order only a little varied. 

With fmeeref gratitude and bigbefl refpeff, 

I am, 

Honourable Sir, &c. 


Ca/K'', Man! ipili, 
1 779 ’ 


JslMES BROWNE ; 
Capt. Light Infantry. 
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DESCRIPTION of the JUNGLE TERRY 
DISTRICTS, their Revenues t Trade and Govern¬ 
ment , with a Plan for the Improvement of them. 

fcnir ^' va, . 
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SECTION I:- 


I R T* I. 

t ncnil Geogra* 
l Outline* 


T HE Jungle Terry Diftri&s are bounded by the plains of 
Bauglepoor and Colgong, and the Ganges on the north. 

, * j. r * *. k ?: ^ * * r 

On the north weft by the Currukpoor Hills. 

On the weft by Guidore, and the plains of Bahar. 
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On the fouth and fouth weft by the provinces of Ramgur and 
hxchexe. 

On the fouth eaft: by Birboom. 

On the eaft, by the Rajahmahl Hills. 

On the north eaft, by the Ganges, and part of the Rajahmahl 
Hills. 

In 
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A r t. ii. ln t ^ 10 ^ e diftri&s are comprehended the undermentioned Pro- 

Greu Divirion. vinces > hounded as follows, vfa. 
ws provinces* 


i. CUREIJCK.DEA, bounded by Ramgur oti the weft, by 
Guidore on the north, by Birboom on the eaft, by Pa chef e and 
Ramgur on the fonth. 


2. BIRBOOM, bounded byCurruckdea on the weft, by Cur- 
ruck poor on the north, by Sultanabad and Rad flit on the eaft, and 
by Pa die to on the fouth. 


3 - CURRUCKPOOR, bounded by Guidore and Sircar Mon- 
ghyr on the weft, by Colgong and Baugiepoor on the north, by 
the Rajahmahl Hills on the eaft, and by Birboom on the fouth. 

4. GUIDORE, bounded by the plains of Bahar on the weft, 
by Curruckpoor on the north, by Curruckpoor and Birboom on 
the eaft, by Curruckdea on the fouth. 


5. BAUGLEPOOR, bounded by Curruckpoor, and Sircar 
Monghyr on the weft, by the plain country and the Ganges on 
the north, by Colgong on the eaft, and by Curruckpoor on the 
fouth. 


6 . COLGONG, bounded by Baugiepoor on the weft, by the 
pl.iitip and Ganges on the north, by the Rajahmahl Hills on the 
eaft, and by Curruckpoor on the fouth. Its greateft extent from 

noi’tn to fouth, is fifty cofs, and from eaft to weft feventy-feven 
cofs. 


Thefe 
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A R T* III, 

Small Divjfi&n* # 
* PurgunnahVZil* 
a's* Gautwallies, 
nci Villages* 
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Tliefe Provinces are again fbbdivided into Talookas, or fmall 
Zemindaiies, called Gautwallies, of which there are in each 
refpe&tve province as follows. 


I. 


ZILLA CURRUCKDEA, 
Contains Gautwallies, 30 


20 


*5 


viz. Seram pour 
Currurbary 
Paulgunge 
Laid ah 
5 Luttakie 

Chuckmxingoo 
Durhettah 
Neckpoorah 
Ulko 

10 Ganday 
Gorungee 
Baireah 
Kifgo 
Jereedee 
15 Corchuttah 
Nodeah 
Burkuttah 
Birnee 
Jerrea 

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated 
Charity villages, 13. 


3 ° 


Kifmee 

Kurkaw 

Doomchauns 

Paunch Gcmah 

Mafnoodee 

Dergong 

Kurgaully 

Pobee 

Gommah 

Durndah 

Suttgomah 


ts 1. Uncultivated 63, 
Jaghiers 5. 
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ir. 

PURGUNNAH GUIDORE. 

Zilla of Chackye, containing 

11 Gautwaliies, wss. 

Nek Chackye 
Keajury 
Sylfery 
Simmiriah 
5 Hutpahr 
Caringur 

Aifo independent, and exclufive of the Zilia of Chackye, 
nearer to Monghyr, there are under the Jungle Terry Colle&or. 

3 Gautwaliics, vht* 

Doomaree 

Mahaiflery 

Kotownah 

Khall'ah villages, none. 


Chaurgurrah 
Kewal 
Nowad dab 
Tillua 
ij Gooteah 


III. 


lit. 

BIER BOOM. 


Under the Collector of the Jungle Terry, 

3 Purgunnahs, viz. Saurhet, containing 39 Gautwallies. 


viz. Bamun Go m mail 
Luck un poor 
Cuchrah 
Saljure 
5 Foolchar 
Bourchundec 
Deogur baud 
Du bar ah 
Moderj ury 
15 Eurgooneah 
Boorie 
Nooneaud 
Narainpour 
Kurnah 
20 Baradee 
Cooljurah 
Gurfurrah 
Gobindpoor 


Gautey 
Pat role 
Sal tore 
Muflaar 
10 Saldaha 
Goomroo 
Gurbady 
Durrumpoor 
Luckneah 
30 Kigeah 
Doley 
Nuggereah 
Chitteah 
Rowterah 
35 Barruah 
Jickty 
Bagdaw 
Bi flen poor 
39 Gopalpour 

Uncultivated j, 


Kuje.rah 
25 Purruah 


Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated 3. 

Charity villages, 3. 
D 


PUR 
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PURGUNNAH DEOOUR, containing 
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Gautwallies 15, viz. 


Belleah 
Ture 
Bonetty 
io Doom a rah 
Gummurdeah 
Cockorah 
Sard aha 

Tara baud 

15 Jaruleah 

Alfo Khnlfah villages, cultivated u Uncultivated 
and Charity villages dependent on the High of Deo Gur, 3a. 


Rooney 
Saltore 
Simmerah 
Tiljury 
5 Poon alley 
Surry ah 


PUR GUNN A II B E F-PU R TA II. 


Containing 2+ Gautwallies, viz. 

Safchellah 
Raradabah 
Pulmah 
Singroo 
5 Opubalial 
Hauthsry 


Heracuttah 
15 Chelfapattah 
Kilhurady 
Chuch Tuleram 
Simmerca 
Chuch jagernaut 

KajuraU 


Ml 
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20 Seteranv 
Diggcy 
Farofefimur 
Douchah 
24. Choto 


Kajurah 

Barabauk. 

Poomkah 


10 Affinou 
Ruffickpoor 


Padkah 

Sikarpoor 

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated 15. Uncultivated 9. 


Charity villages, none. 


There are alfo two Jungle Terry Purgunnahs, under Rajah 
Affud Zumma Cawn, viz. 

Koryet and Enharoo 


IV. 

PUR GUNN A II CUR RUCK POOR. 

Zilla Jungle Terry, under the Jungle Terry Collector, 
3 Gautwallies, viz. 


Lutchmipoor 

Handway 


and 

Chandan Cuttoreah 


Khalfah villages, cultivated 4. Uncultivated 


Charity villages, none. 


P a 


With- 








■ICTIOH l. 


A H T. IV. 

G? at ril F ice nf 
tlic Country ini 
State ot CuIuyj* 
iiun* 
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Withheld by the Renter of Curruckpoor, 

8 Gautwallies, viz. 

Ufullah Cock war rah 

MullipOor Simmaroon 

Diggie Ludwah 

Mungraar 8 Kcwfor 

Khalfah and Charity villages, none. 

PURG.UNNAI I BAUGLEPOOR, 

Containing 4 Zemindaries, viz. 

Minnihar ry. 

Pertfundah 

Rarkope 

Mundar 

PURGUNNAII COLGOMO, 

Containing 1 Zemindar v, viz. 

Muddabun 

CIHUIUCKD^A, the Khalfah diftruTts are quite plain, and 
man} of the Gautwallies have more plain than jungle in them ; 
but others ar: extremely covered with it, arid have llrongand dan¬ 
gerous pafies, of which that commonly cailed the Curiuckdea 

Pafs 
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Pafs (but by the country people the Gommali Gant, as the hills 
it pafies through are in that Gautwally) is extremely ftrong. 

The cultivation of the country is fi> much decayed, that it does 
not yield one half of the revenues it did in the time of Comgar 
C&wn, though col lefted with much greater harlhnefs; but as 1 have 
removed many grievous oppreflions under which the inhabitants 
laboured, by which means Riots from the neighbouring diftrifls 
are frequently fettling there; I hope the country will foon be 
relieved horn its prdabnt difireficd fituiuon, to which it has been 
reduced, partly by the deftruflion of its Riots by the famine of 
1770, but Rill more l»y the opprefiion of its annual farmers, 
whole pofleflions being merely temporary, they were induced to 
make the mod of their time, and a;> they had not force to inter¬ 
fere with theGaufvv allies, the bin then fell on the Khdfah difirifts. 

Communintlon Jt$ ; cum.muni cations with other di Ariel $ are, with the di drift of 

mih uthtr Couo- 

,r,e *- Mev, by the Gommah and Singher pafies, with Ramgur by the 

Corrumtna pafs, and many other roads not dillinguifhed by any 
particular names, with l’achete, through Toondy, a high road, 
and with the Jungle Terry did. iff s, by a multitude of roads, 
moft of them paflable by field .utLIJery. 

GUIDORE, —the Z'dla of Chackve and Gautwallies of Du- 
marec, Mahaiflcrey and Kotowna, haVc a good deal of plain 
country i:i them, all indeed except the part towards the Chackye 
and Mahaiflery pafles, and part towards tjt" Jungle Terry Cur- 
ruck poor, which are nothing but rocks and jungles. — The culti¬ 
vation is tolerable, but the greater part of tire foil too high fur 
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rice; here aliotlie want of inhabitants, fmee 1770, is heavily com¬ 
plained of. 

All the communications are with the Jungle Terry diftri&s, 
and pafi’ablc for guns, exceptidga communication with the Bahar 
province by the Chackye pals, which is immenlfely rocky and 
difficult to get artillery through, even though not oppofed. 

The Maiuery pals is for men and bullocks only, it joins the 
road from Chackye to Curruckdea, with that from Guidore to 
Chackye. 

BIER BOOM,—the fouthem and fouth weftern parts of Saur- 
rctare tolerably plain, and a fmall part of the Purguimah of Deo 
Gurr, but all the reft of this divifion of the Jungle Terry, is 
entirely Jungle, moft efpecially the Purguimah of Belpurtah, 
which is bordered on the north by the fouth fide of thofe hills, 
the northern fide of which is called the Rajahmahl Chain. 

The cultivation is far from being high even in the few plains 
which there arc, and there has been a fcarcity of inhabitants ever 
frnce the famine of 1770. 

The communication of this pa t with the plain country of 
Bierboom, is by the high road, which extends from the plains of 
Bahar toSoory by the Chackye pafs. 

There is alfo a communication with Radftiahi byway of Ba- 
haroo;—faid to be a pretty good road, and a pafs through the 
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hills from Futtipoor in Belpnrtah, to the road called on the 
maps ** Morrifon's pafs.” 

All its other roads arc to different parts of the Jungle Terry, 
and palfable for artillery in general. 

CURRUCKPOOR,—all the GautwalJy lands are very jungley, 
and in particular thole of Luchmipoor; the prodigioufly thick 
bamboo jungles which cover moft parts of it, and arc befides 
interperfed with Final 1 rivers, hills and rocks, render the palling 
through them where occupied by the enemy, very hazardous, as 
thev lire on you from all fides, without your feeing them, or 
being able to annoy them in return in any adequate degree. 

The northern parts bordering on the Khalfah lands, are in 
many parts tolerably plain. 

The Khalfah lands are plain, but great part of them have never 
been cultivated, whether from the badhefs of the foil, or an abori¬ 
ginal want of the inhabitants, I cannot decide ; and in confequence, 
are grown over with long grafs jungles. 

The want of cultivation and inhabitants is lefa vifible in the 
Gautwally of Luchmipoor, than in moll other parts of thejungle 
Terry; becaufe Jagemaut Deo, and his predeeeflbrs, were always 
powerful enough to keep off the oppreffions of Tuffeldars and 
Farmers ; and of courfe were enabled to fhew fume indulgence 
to the Riots, in times of natural calamity.—But the Khalfah 

lands 
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lands 1 >y the incurfions of tilt hill robbers, and alfo thofe of tlie 
Jungle Chiefs, are almoft an entire defart. 

All the communications are with the other diflrifts of the 
Jungle Terry, and paflabJe to held artillery, excepting the one 
called Morriibn’s pafs, which leads from Jumnee, and enters rhe 
fourb-yvW angle of the duller of hills, called the Rajahmahl hills, 
near a village called Dowd,iund, about thirteen cofs, E.N.E. of 
1 j.achmipocr; this pals leads to Patcuwarrah iu Sultanabad, which 
U twenty-one cofs dtftant only, and is a road by which the 
Malirattahs once entered Bengal. 

BAUGLEPOOR and COJ.GONG,—all the inhabited parts 
of both thefe divilions (excepting the duller of hills called the 
Jvajahmahl Hills) arc plain, utilcfs it be a narrow flrip extending 
along the foot of thofe hills, and pofielled by a number of the 
Chokcydarry Gautwalls, whole bufinefs is to keep the hill 
people from making defeent, but they do it to little effect.—The 
hills themf:Ives have many vallies between them, but the only 
paits cultivated arc the Ikies of the hills.—It is an error to fup- 
poie thofe hilts form a cliain, and have any connection with other 
hills; they arc a duller of hills furrounded by the flat country, 
as an ifland is by the fca. 

The pafs, by winch Mr, Holwell fays that the Mahrattab 
Chief Balajc Row, entered Bengal from the plains of Colgong, 
is fit uated in the Top pah of Min lie harry ; it is called Choonteah, 
and enters the hills near the village of Mowarrah, from hence to 
Mudguah, which lies in the vally between the Minneharry and 

Rajahmahl 
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Kajihmahl Hilla, is nine cote: atMudguah is a lake of water; 
from thence after palling the remainder of that valley, you a ft 
ccml by a very good t . ad the Rajafimahl Hills, and come into the 
plains weft of Nagalarbang by the pafs called Chowndy; the 
neareft village is called Nowgyh. 



Mr. Holwell’s fpenking of this march as a difficult achieve¬ 
ment, is matter of furprixe to me ; as by the accounts of many 
people with whom 1 have converftd, and who were relidcnts on 
the fpot at the time of the pnflage of Balajee Row’s troops, the 
road was then fo well known and frequented, that the hi parries 
ufed to drive their loaded bullocks through it, to avoid the duties 
paid at Ti Hen gurry.—They further fay, that the man who con¬ 
duced the Mahrattah’s from Colgotig through the bills, was one 
of the Chokeydars of Minneharry, atul that his name was Du¬ 
el unfing.—Mr. Hot well fays he was a pea fan t of Colgong, and 
that Balajee Row gave him a lack of rupees reward; this is 
not confirmed by the people in this quarter, for they fay the man 
died fome time after very poor near Oudwa Nullah. 


It is with the greateft deference I venture to offer the correc¬ 
tion of fo refpeCable an authority as Mr. Hoi well; but the very 
minute local knowledge I have acquired of thole countries, by 
ftverai years refidence in them, and the perfonal knowledge I have 
of the people themielves, who have refided here all their lives, 
makes me think that the information 1 have proceeded on, is fuch 
as Mr. Holwell would have preferred to any other, had the objcC 
been of confequence enough to induce him to fearch for it. 
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The cultivation of thefe two dlvifions is mofl wretched; ex¬ 
cepting a little towards the high roads, which Is thinly inhabited, 
you fee nothing hut immenfe defolate plains; from the fame 
caufes as have been before given, refpedting the other dlftri&s. 


The hills do not produce enough for their inhabitants, which 
is a principal caufe of their depredations. 


All the communications of thefe diffcricts both with the plain 
countries of Bauglepoor and Cot gong, and with the Jungle 
Terry, are good and paflfable to artillery. 
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THE grofs revenues of theie countries as they flood in the year 
iy77» are as follows : 

Curkuck.dea — — ^ 0!l Rupees r5535 r + 5 

_ 4c8T io 16 

Guidore -— — ° 

Bier room 
Cun RUCKTOOK 
Bauglepoor and 
Col gong 

Total 74801 7 16 

It appears to me, however, that this revenue is more than the 
Diftri£t can well afford to pay, leaving ivich a decent provtiion tor 
the Zemindars and their families, as fhall make them fatisfied 
with the government they live under, and above the neccffiry of 
encouraging artd timing in robberies-Becaufe there is no influx 
of money to the country from trade, in the h aft equal to the turn 
taken in "the collections ; two-thirds of the traffic being the ex¬ 
change of fuch articles as the Jungles produce, for other neccflk- 
ries of life, which are only to be had by importation, fo that the 
balance of money is couftantly increafing agamft them, and they 
are often obliged to borrow at a high rate ot intereft to pay theo¬ 
rems. The mofl improvable part is the Jungle Terry of Baugle¬ 
poor and Colgong, which lying near the Ganges, have the means 
of difpofing of the produce of their country in whatever manner 
they pi cafe. The remedy for this decrcafeof money will be point¬ 
ed out in the fifth Sefiion. 

E a 
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A R T. r. WITH refpeft to the prod unions which the Jungle Terry has 
ProJuflioDi. in common with the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, nothing 


more need be laid, than that in general the cultivation of rice, 
though not very confiderable, is the iburce from whence the 
greater part of the rents are paid; excepting in the Jungle Terry 
of Bauglcpoor and C’olgong, where they have very fine and plenti¬ 
ful crops of wheat and of fogar-cane.-—The crops railed for their 
own con funs ption, are of different kinds of final! grain, of which 
the following are hut little known in the plain countries, 

CODO—a fmall red grain, which fells five maunds for a rupee. 
The maund here is very fmall, 

GOONDLEY—a fmall blackifb grain, which fells four maunds 
for a rupee. 

BORAH—a fmall kind of white bean, which fells two maunds 
and a half for a rupee. 

JENORAH—the grain we call Indian corn, fells four maunds 
for a rupee. 

KA 1 REE—smother fmall whitifh grain like the codo, fells four 
maunds tor a rupee. 


MUR- 
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MURRUAH—another fmall reddilh grain, fell® four maund3 for 
a rupee. 

The other articles which are turned to the purpofes of trade, 
and are peculiar to the Jungles, are the following : 

MOW AH—This is the fruit of a large tree, not very unlike 
the wallnut-trec; in the month of March and April the fruit is 
ripe, and fails off the tree irfelf; it is white, about the fi2e and 
fhape of a large grape, but covered with a tkin much thinner ; it 
is full of a firung, fweet, intoxicating juice, which has alfo a 
fmell like ffartfliorn; the natives cat it both ripe, and dried like 
a railin ; they alio difi.it a very ftrong tj>iric from it, and the Bipar¬ 
ries who purchafe it, carry it into the plain countries for the pur- 
pofe of diitillation. Its common price is live annas per maund, 

IRON—Of tl is they have’two kinds, one which is dug out of 
the earth m final! pieces, the other is picked out of the lands at 
the bottom of rhe rivers ; the quality is fo indifferent that it re¬ 
quires upon an average four maunds of the ore to make one maund 
ot iron, and that, alter all, is but coarfe ; it is made by melting 
in the ulual manor, and is then fotnitd into codallies, plougli- 
Iharcs, and fmall piggs ; the codallies, which arc the befi kind of 
iron, are five rupee , per maund. 

DAMMAII—This is a Ipecies of rolin produced from the tree 
called Suckuah, and is procured in the following manner : In July, 
Augoft, and September, the bark of the old trees is cut off in 
three or four places all round, and the rofin, which flows foon- 
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tarseoufly, is collefled by ('he natives fix or feven days after the 
incifion, aiid dried, which is the whole of the procefs; it fells 
for three annas per tnatmd. 

KUTT—This article, which is eaten with betle, is procured 
in the following manner—There is a fmall fhrub called Kvre, 
about the ft2e of the babool-tree ; the branches and body of this 
(hrub they cut in fhort pieces, and after paring away the bark and 
wood, the fap, or pith in the middle, is put into a quantity of 
water and boiled for a confiderable time, till the water is almoft 
confumed ; it is then of a brownifli colour, and about the confift- 
cncy of glue ; they then pick out the pieces of pith, and again 
boil the liquor till it is thick enough to form into cakes, after 
which it is expofed to the fun and wind till it becomes hard. It 
fells for two rupees eight annas per maund. 

TEK.OOR—This is made from the root of the Jungle Huldee, 
or Turmerick-plant; this root being broiled very fine is put into a 
quantity of water, and left for two or three days, when the part 
which conftitutes the Tekoor fub(ides to the bottom, the reft 
fwims 5 the water is then poured off, and the fediment Is expofed 
to the fun till it becomes a fine dry powder. It is fold for two 
rupees, eight annas per maund. 

TUSSUR—This is a coarfe fpecies of filk, produced by a kind 
of fi Ik-worm natural to thefe Jungles, whole food is the leaves of 
a fmall tree called Aflin; the people who look after the cultivation, 
about the latter end of June, ex pole the eggs preferved from the 
preceding brood upon the leaves of that tree ; after this, when the 
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worms are grown pretty large, they carry them to other trees ot 
the fame fpecies, hut which have been previoufty prepared for 
(hooting out young leaves, by breaking off the old: by the months 
of O&ober and November the worms have fpun their complete 
quantity, when the natives gather the concons, and fell them 
without further pr.paration, taking care to preferve as many as 
will furnifh eggs for the fucceeding' year. They fell the beft kind 
for two rupees eight annas the caw an, or one thouf.ind two hun¬ 
dred and eighty concons. 

It may be a qudrion wortii afking, whether, if the growth of 
the Mulberry-tree could be effected in thofe parts, rhisfilk might 
not be improved to a, fine a quality as that of Caflimbuzar? at 
prefen t it is exceedingly coarlc. 

ABRUCK—This i a fpecies of IHinglafs, and is dug out of fe- 
veral of the hills in rhe Jungle Terry ; its ufe is for making the 
(billing powder thrown by the Hindoos during the Hooly ; alfo 
the large (lieets of it for making the lanthorns ul’ed during the 
Mohrrum, Marriages, &c. It fells for one rupee per mauud. 

Jn the Diftricl of Palgimge, there grows a tree called Cooflum, 
the wood of which is ufed for rhe upper parts of the fugs r-in ills ; 
and fells for eight annas per ftick, two of wliich arc a load for a 
fniall bullock. 

Great quantities of very indifferent fmall cattle are likewife bred 
by the Jungle Terry chiefs, and the ghee produced from them is 

an 
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-an article of trade, but to very fmall amount, the greater part 
being expended in the country. 

Thefc are all the produdions peculiar to this country that de- 
. ferve any remark.—There is alfo a good deal of wax produced in 
the Rajahmahl Hills, which the civilization of the Mountaineers 
may in time reader an article of trade ; but at prefent it is de- 
ftroyed by their eating the combs, honey, and wax all together. 

A R T, II. The trade of thefe countries is after all very inconficlerable, 
Trade. becaule all the articles are amazingly bulky or heavy in propor¬ 
tion to their value; and there being no navigable river leading 
' from or to this country, the whole is forced to be conveyed upon 
bullocks, who fuller extremely, and are foon deftroyed by the 
rockmefs and badnefs of the roads; infomuch that 1 may fately 
venture to allott, that any merchant of fufficient conietjucnee to 
employ agents who ftiould undertake this trade, would be a Infer 
of part of his capital; as 1 could prove, if 1 thought it would be 
doubtful after the account I have given of the value of the articles, 
and when it is confidered that the neared market fox any goods is 
upwards of fifty cols from the medium places of purchale, which 
diftan.ee the goods muft go by land carriage ; and that in general 
the value of a bullock load of goods, will fcarcely defray the 
charges of the bullock and his driver, independent of - the impofi- 
tions of agents, the uncertainty of markets, the damage of goods 
by keeping, and the death and infolvency of thofe to whom 
money may be advanced for the- providing of goods. 
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The foie trade carried on at preftenr, is by the rnoft inconfidera- 
bfe Bengalees, who by a complication of fmall profits, hav¬ 
ing no cxpcnce for agents, and but a final! capital to inveft, are 
enabled to continue their traffiek to fbme advantage ; tiie ufual 
method is this,—011c of the family fixes his refidence at one of 
the capital villages in the Jungle Terry, and himfclf infpe£ts the 
preparation of the goods ; the reft live at their proper refidcnce, 
either in Bengal or Bahar, where they porch aft; at the firft hand 
the goods wanted by the Jungle people; they drive their own 
bullocks to the place where the goods are ready prepared by the 
relation, who afts as faftor in the Jungles, where the cargo is 
by barter Ibid to great advantage; the cargo of Jungle commodi¬ 
ties received, is then carried to Bahar or Bengal in the fturu man¬ 
ner, and there again bartered for a fecond i me ft meat for the fame 
market, or fold at a confiderable profit for ready money. This 
double profit, unburthened with any charges, and fo rapidly com- 
pleated, accounts for the trade being as advantageous to thefe 
fmall traders, as it would be deftru&tve to one who attempted it 
on any other terms. 

The articles imported, are cloth, oil, fait, tobacco, betle nut 
and leaf, pepper, garlick, affafastida, opium, and all the com¬ 
mon fpiccs, but in fmall quantities;—turmurick, wheat, dawl, 
flour, and many other fmall articles not worth mentioning. 
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SECTION IV. 

A R t. t. THE country is at prefent in a ftate of tranquillity, partly 

ftefcnt poiltfei! owing to the ill fucctfs of their late military attempts, but ilill 
Su« of die t'oun- . .. , , 

try. more to an attentive management of the leading men wlio have 

JUNGLE fubmitted to our arms, and reconciling them to their fubje&Iorii; 

T 1*. y 

the country is under the bell regulation imaginable, as to the Safety 
of the public roads, hitherto almoll totally obftru&ed; which 
has been effefled by nothing more than enforcing their ancient 
fyftem, the bell calculated for this country of any government 
whatever, and of which I will now give fame account. 

All thefc Jungle Terry Gaut walls, were formerly fubjeft to 
the feveral Rajahs, to whole territories their Oantwallies belong¬ 
ed; they paid a flight tribute in token of feodal obedience, and 
were bound to oppofe all invafions, (principally from the fouth) 
to attend their Rajahs when i'ummoned, with all their fol¬ 
lowers in arms, and to be relpflttftble for eve-y violence and 
irregularity committed in their refpeftive boundaries;—their fol¬ 
lowers arc llill bound by the lame feodal ties to them, arid have 
lands for feodal (crvices ; nothing can be conceived more abfolute 
than the authority of thefe chiefs over their vaffals; the fear ot 
death even, when feized on in war, is not fuffioicnt to force from 
them the difeovery of any fecret reipefting their chief, his family, 
or property.—In the late war I experienced the greateft difficulties 
from this flubborn attachment; but I could never avoid admiring 
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the honour and fpirit of feme of thole who threw them in my 
way. 

When the feveral Rajahs on whom all thefe Gautwalls depend¬ 
ed, began to decline, the Gautwalls became licentious,—everyone 
was his own matter,—they went to war among themfelvcs on 
family quarrels,or thofe refpe&ing boundaries: at laft utter anar¬ 
chy enfuing, all thofe who had the greatett force plundered their 
neighbours, who reimburfed themfelvcs again, by attaching, like 
bentts in the flare of nature, thofe who were weaker than them.— 
The natural con feq unices of this, were both licentioufnefs and 
poverty, ftarving among thernfdves ; the lower c lattes of people 
began plundering tlie plain country and high roach, in which 
they were, 1 believe, not unfrcqucntly encouraged by their chiefs, 
who alio withheld the tribute which government demanded of 
diem, as pottefling thofe territories on which their Gautwallies 
depended; their outrageous enormities compelled government to 
fend the battalion of light infantry agniutt them, which after a 
long ttruggle, lias brought them into that Hate of dependence, 
which they formerly had on their feodal Lords; at the lame time 
that a much higher tribute is levied on them,—This latter ci'rcum 
tt.mce may be proper enough as a badge of their fubjeftiqii after 
rebellion, and to be continued for a time, but not long enough 
to alienate their attentions from the ttate. 

Almoft all the Gautwalls of the Jungle Terry, and a great 
many of tlie inhabitants, are of a tribe called Buyahs, they are 
looked upon as but a low catt by the Hindoos of any rank and 
knowledge, though the chiefs do not fcruplc to wear the Zimar - 
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from tills firnlfarity of caft, all the chiefs throughout the country 
were connected by marriage, and from this connexion, a general 
union of counfela and arms takes place on all apprehenfions from 
government, or from any foreign enemy.—Their followers are of 
the character of undifciplined loldiery in all countries, turbulent, 
rapacious, and idle, and think their time much better employed 
in plundering cattle, and deftroying villages, than in cultivating 
their lands. Their attachment to their chiefs is extreme, as has 
been oblerved before.—They are armed with good matchlocks, 
fvvords and targets, very few bows and arrows being ufed in thefe 
}’angles; and their method of fighting is by ambuficades in the 
woods, where they fire upon their enemy Unperceived; but 1 have 
heard they fomuimes fight pretty clofely among them fed ve 3.— 
They have alfo many forts, but now they know better than to 
rclv on them againfl our troops. With riefpedt to the ad mini- 
flration of juftice, there appears to have been none, till the country 
was put under my iufpeftrdn, but the Zemindary courts in each 
Zemii'dary, fometiling like our ancient courts of Barony : here 
the Zemindars decid J all entires civil and criminal, and proceeded 
to capital punishments even without appeal; thougli they feetn 
to iiavepnnillied capitally only in cafos of murder, theft, adultery, 
fornication and witchcraft; in all which cafes when the fa& was 
doubtful, the ordeal trial by fire 01 water was fir ft undergone, and 
decided on the guilt or innocence of the party. 

As long as thefe people are armed and pc Tefled of a country 
in itfclf as ftrong as a fortification, as long as rhe feodal fyflem 
prevail?, fo long will the Zemindars and inhabitants of the Jun¬ 
gle Terry poflefs the means of faffing difturbances whenever 
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diffatisfied with government.—-The queftion whichmun naturally 
ariftr upon this is : “ Would it not then be proper to difarm them, 
and break the feodal dependence ?” Were I to anfwer the queftion 
it ftiould be with the ftrongeft negative, and my reafons would be, 

Becaufe their being difarmed is what they would oppofo 
nlnioft at the price of their total extirpation. 

2. Becaufe if you did fuccecd in d. farming them, you would 
thereby uncover your whole frontier towards the Mahrattahs, tnc 
natural enemies of this ftate, who might be oppoied to great ad¬ 
vantage by thefe feodal foldiers if attached to our mterefb ; but if 
difarmed and utterly difgufted, their places rnuft be fupplied by 
regular troops, of whom a prodigious force would bi ne cell ary 
to guard the principal paffes, and after all, ineffe&ual, lince none 
but the natives of that country can exift in thofe difmal ua- 
wholefome mountains and jungles in which the palfet are im¬ 
mediately fituated ; and if they could, they would be eternally 

. liable to furprize and deftruftton, while the hatred of a whole 
people attended them ; whereas it feems to me, that a proper 
management of thofe people, would make them as ufeiul lubjedts 
as any belonging to the ftate. 

3. Becaufe, the abfolutc authority given by the feodal fyftem, 
is indifpenfably neceflhry, for the readily alTembling and diftri- 
buting for defence, this armed Feafantry; ant 1 the apprehenfion 
of all kind of offenders with the greuteft expedition, in a country 
where the ufual modes of juftice are fo ealily defied or evaded ; 
and alfo, that the devoted attachment that they have to their 
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chiefs, enables you by conciliating them to your intereft, to feeure 
the whole diftri£t. 

If I be aiked what fhould then be done, l anfwer, correft the 
bad, and improve the good parts of the prcfent fyftem, rather 
chan overturn the whole to erfc& a new one, which, though per 
haps better in fpeculntion, would be attended with more evil m 
its cfhbliflimeut, than would ever be compen fated by all the good 
it could be capable ol producing, 

I will in the next Seftion point out, what to my judgment ap¬ 
pears the be ft mode of editing this improvement. 

ART. II. It may afford fame relief from fo dry and ^entertaining a 

dwr»am ofrtc detail, to give in this place, the character* of fom-of 
principal Chid, ^ in theft jungles, eipcciallv as the account is 

founded on my pvrfonal knowledge of them all. 


It may not be improper here to obferve, that the hightft title 
, ivcn to the Buyah Zemindars, who are the original heads of 
families, is that of Tekoit; fecond Tons or younger brothers of 
Tckoits, (even though they have founded new Zend ndatics, or 
are become ever fo powerful) are only filled Takoors , ami all 
the younger branches, nr« denominated Baboos.— It is true, their 
fu parlor lords have feme times flattered fome of them, with the 
title of Rajah (as thofe of Serampoor and Palgunge for infeitce) 
but their own tribe pay but little regard to it, and thmh that not 
being ancient, it conveys no honour to the poftdlor.- 1 he 
general eharafteriftic of theft chiefs, is a great fhare ot family 
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and perfona! pride, a high veneration for military achievements. 
Particularly thofe, wherein per Ion a J lk.il L and bravery have ap¬ 
peared.—In war they fight with the fame arms, and almoft naked 
as well as their foldiers, and partake with them of every kind of 
hardfhip and danger.—This may fuffice for their general char- 
afters :—as to the particular ones, 1 Ihall arrange them according 
to the divifions to which they belong, as has been done with all 
the other articles, and not by the fealc of their perfonal or terri¬ 
torial importance; the number of thofe whole characters I ftntll 
infert, will bear no proportion to tire multitude of petty Zemin¬ 
dars in thefe d.ift rifts ; but in the Jungle Terry, as well as in 
more civilized ftates, there are but few characters of any great 
weight or influence, whom the bulk of the fociety feem to have 
been merely created to follow. 



C XJ R R U C K D E A. 

LOLMUN MAHTOO,—as the Foujdaar of this place, is at 
the fame time a native, and a Zemindar of it: 1 Ihall mention him 
fir ft. 

This man’s name is Lohnun ; to which is added the title, 
Mahtno, fignifying Devvau, among the Jungle chiefs. He is by 
birth a G wallah, and was formerly Mali too to Miguelfing, the 


<§L 


Zemindar 



( *3 > 

•rcnON 4. 

Zemindar of GoraaK At that time no very considerable family: 
when Canigar Caw 11 firft: attempted the conqueft of Cwiruckdea, 
he was nppnfed for two years by Durrumdeo, the Zemindar 
of Sutgomah, lying weft of the Curruckdea Pafs; who had 
then two thoufand men under his authority, whole Ze mind ary 
commanded the entrance into the pafet however, the great mi¬ 
litary reputation of Comgar Cawn, and the force he commanded, 
led every one to believe he would certainly make a conqueft of 
Curruckdea «r lift; on this occafion Lolrnun advifed his tnafter 
Miguelfiqg, to go over to Comgar Cawn, and conduct him into 
the country by another road, ("the Singher Pafs; which would 
4 oibbliffi him in his favour for ever; whereas, by joining in the 

lefiftanCL, he mu ft (boner or later lb are in the general ruin: his 
tfoiftet followed his advice, went over to Comgar Cawn., conduct¬ 
ed him into the country, which was conquered, and for his fer- 
vices received fevcral Jaghiers, had his Zemindary at a very low 
rent, and Sunnuds granting him one anna on every rupee colledled 
in the whole Zilla of Curruckdea, which he ft ill holds.—-Lot mu n 
had alfofeveral Jaghiers granted to him, and was appointed Fouj- 
daarof the Zilia, which office he has held with little interruption 
for twenty-five years: he is an old man, ot con filterable abilities, 
confidering his origin, is perfectly vcrlcd in the revenues ot that 
Zilla, has a confiderable fhare of perloual courage, and fome 
military knowledge acquired under Comgar .Cawn ; but at the 
fame time he is artful, rapacious, and little to be relied on in 
point of veracity:—but his local knowledge of the country and 
revenues, the weight he has among the Zemindars, from the 
length of time he has held this office, and the confidence placed 
in him by Comgar Cawn, render him by far the fitteft man for 
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collecting that dlftiift, provided he Is under the iidpection ot 
a perfon capable of judging tor himfelf, avoiding the influence of 
his mifreprcfetttarions, and preventing the effeits of his rapacity, 
his private piques again ft particular families, and his partiality 
towards others, particularly that of Gomah. 1 believe this man 
was a principal advifer in the meafure of affording Jagernaut Deo 
(heIter, when he fled to Curruckdea in 1773: alio in that of 
uniting the Zemindars of tliat diftrict in the fcherne of affifttng 
him with men, &c. to attempt the expulfion of my battalion in 
177^; a confcioufnefs of this made him prepare for flight, when 
l went to Curruckdea in March 1775; but as 1 forefaw that a 
general ruin of the Zilla would follow my then exp reding my 
refentmcnt, 1 wrote him to return, allured him ot my protection 
and favour, and on his coming in, confirmed him in his office and 
privileges; whereby that diftridt was kept quiet for that time, 
and he by his office, retained within my reach, whenever 1 Ihoutd 
chute to call him to account. 

TEKOIT PERMAISHER SING,—the Zemindar of Gomah, 
is foil of Miguel Sing, mentioned above; his family was not ori¬ 
ginally very conflderable, nor are his abilities, but the weight 
given to hitn by the favour of Comgar Cawn, the having Lolmun 
a fervaut of his family, at the head of the coll- dtions, together 
with Iris Jaghiers and other privileges, make him now of consi¬ 
derable conlequerce; his father was related to the uncle of Ja- 
gernaut Deo by marriage, and this zealoufly attached him to his 
intereft; but the great advantages he en joys from Government, 
will prevent his ever breaking out in difr bedience as long as they 
are in his pofteffion. 
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TFJCOIT BAHADER SING,—next in fituation to Gomah, is 
the Zemindar of. Currurbarry, Behader Sing; his diftrid border¬ 
ing immediately on the eatt, as Gomah does on the weft, of the 
Khaifah lands of Cttrnickdea: he is himfeli a youth of no 
great parts, but his Dewan is accounted a man of great capacity, 
and by his means his matter's confeq a cnee among the Zemindars 
is pretty confiderable, by keeping him clofely coimeded with 
Lqlmun and the Gomah family; his relation to Jagernaut Deo 
is through the family of Laidah, (the Zemindar of which is a 
coufm of Bahader Sing’s,) whofc daughter was married in the 
year 1775 to Jagernaut Deo; alfo through the fame relation to tire 
houfe of Scrampooy. 

-1 IX 01 f DHBRAJ SiNG,—on the fouth and eatt of Cur> 
rurbarry, is the Zemindary of JLaidah, of which the Zemindar is 
Duornj tttng.— He is a man of very moderate talents, and his 
Zemindary but fmall ; however, l>e is fuppdrted by his counedions 
by marriage, with the families of Serarapoor and Currurbarry; 
through the intervention of the former of rhefe, he in Odober 
i 77 j» g ave h>s daughter in marriage to Jagernaut Deo, which has 
rendered him a firm adherent to him. 

RAJAH BISS A N SING,—call and 2 little to the northward 
01 * ron * Laidah, is the Zemindary of Serampoof, the Zemin¬ 
dar of which place, whufe name is Biflan Sing, is called Rajah ; 
which title was given and rendered hereditary, both to him and 
to the Zemindar of Palgunge, by fume of the Rajahs of Soor, 
on occafion of thole Gautwalls performing feme particular fer- 
vlces tor them,—'I he charadcr of this men Icems of a very ex¬ 
traordinary 
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trnordioary nature, for though lie has fo little capacity as r to 
be able to tranfaft any bu finds, and his Zemindary is extremely 
ill regulated, yet he lias a pretty considerable political weight in 
the country, and was the principal man in the late confpiracy in 
favour of Jagernaut Deo, to whole fan the daughter of Biflan 
Sing is married ; yet at the fame time, he has not had for many 
years fufficient authority to enforce the payment of a rupee from 
Cunlhun Sing, for.the Talopk of Deopoor, which is one-eighth 
part of the Serampoor Zemindary. The Zemindary of Seram- 
poor is a large one, and tolerably well cultivated. 

RAJAH SUKER AN SING,— fouth and fouth-wefl from 
Serampoor, is the Zemindary of Pal gunge, of which Suberan 
Sing *ts Zemindar, as I before obCurved, with the title of Rajah : 
his chara&er is not much known, but looked on as facred, being 
High Prieft to the Temples on the Mountain of Parilhaut, fituated 
on the fouth fide of Palgunge, which Mountain alio enabled his 
father to evade the arms of Comgar Cavvn, by hiding hirnfelf and 
his efififts there,and this hold inclines him to be prone to difobedi- 
ence. He has not any family cotme&ion with the houleof Seram- 
poor, but they have always beenoithe lame eounlel, perhaps, owing 
to rhe friendIhiparifing from the reciprocal good offices which t heir 
vicinity has enabled them to render to each other in times of calami¬ 
ty ; and this connection of friendlhip led him to join indirectly with 
the Serampoor Rajah, and his party, in favour of Jagernaut Deo. 
Thefe five houfes have always kept up a good intelligence with 
Roimun Mahtoo, and he has often employed them to his own 
advantage, both in peace and war ; fometimes they have differed, 
but it has foon been adjufted; the whole Government of the 
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,'iflrris left to an uncle of the Rajah’s, whofe name is Toolfey 
■ jig, ;i man equally able and turbulent, and by whofe advice 

tv try tiling is done. 



TEKOIT JESSMONT DEO,—on the weftem boundary of 
Curruckdea, below the paf>, is fituated the Zcmindary of Sutgo- 
mah, of which Jeflinout Deo is Zemindar, who is a man of a 
tolerable lharc of capacity and courage. This Zeraindary was 
once the moft considerable in the whole Zilla. Comgar Cawn, 
who formed the defign of taking the whole Zilla of Curruckdea 
into his own hands, began by collecting a tribute from the Sutgo- 
mah Zemindar; this he refuted tofubmit to, and prepared to op- 
pofe Comgar Cawn’s entrance into Curruckdea, of which, as I 
have fate!, this Zcmindary was the weftern boundary ; the ftrength 
of the pa lies, and the aid given to him by the other Zemindars, 
enabled him to defeat the defigns of Corn gar Cawn for near two 
years; when the Gomah Zemindar joining Comgar Cawn, con¬ 
duced him into the country by another pafs, it was fubjecUd, and 
the Zemindar of Surgomah was obliged to fubmit, and become 
tributary. He was however, pardoned, rtnd allowed to hold his 
Zemimlary : fometime after, Comgar Cawn being confined by 
Rajah Rnmnarain at Patna, a Foujdaar was ft tit on the part of 
the latter to collect his revenues. The Sutgontah Zemindar from 
refentment again ft Comgar Cawn, joined the Foujdaar, and dilco- 
vered to him the places where Comgar Cawn had fee re ted his 
wealth, which was feized on.—But Comgar Cawn form after ef- 
caping from piifoiv, and having already prepared by private letters 
every thing for driving out the Foujdaar, the very day he arrived, 
he feiaed on all the palles round Curruckdea, and lent the Foujdaar 
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word, that'he would fuffcr him to cfcape on no other condition, 
than that of his delivering the Zemindar of Sutgomah and his 
fon into his hands: the Foujdaar to fave himfelf, acquicfced in 
the propofhl; and wrote Coragar Cawn to be near a certain pafs 
called Singhar, and he would then feize on the Sutgomah Ze min¬ 
dar, and deliver him up. He accordingly requefted the Sutgomah Ze¬ 
mindar to efcort himoutof that pafs ; the other not liavingany fuf pi- 
cion of treachery from a man to whom he had been fo ferviceable, 
confented to thepropofal; and when the Foujdaar approached the 
pafs, he feized on the Zemindar and his fon, and delivered both 
into the hands of Comgar Cawn, who thereupon let him pafs.— 
Comgar Cawn kept both father and fon in confinement for above 
two years, and by repeated threats ami pro mi fes, extorted almoft 
all his wealth from the former, in hopes of faving ins hfe; after 
which he put both to death, and coUefted the Zemin duty Kkafs: 
in this ftate it remained for near three years, till the pie lent 
Zemindar Jeflinont Deo, fecond fon to the one who was cut off, 
collecting a number of people together from the leverai Zemindars 
in his intereft, entered the Zemin clary of Sutgomah, drove out 
the force ftationed in the fort by Comgar Cawn, and laid the 
country waftc all round, Comgar Cawn from a fcnfeofhis 
injuftice to this family, and to prevent lofs and delay in contend¬ 
ing with fuch a kind of enemy, fufK red him to make propofals, 
which he accepted, and eftablifhed him in his Zemindary; the 
great eft hatred has ever fince fubfifted in this family againft Lol- 
munand the Goman family, both of whom they confider as en¬ 
riched by their treachery to the Sutgomah houfe, in joining 
Comgar Cawn. 


TEKOIT 



- 



SECTION 4, 


( 34 ) 

TF.KOIT SHEEPDUT SING,—on the fouthward bonndai y 
of Cutruckdea, clofe to that of Ratngyr, is fituated the Zemin* 
d;uy of Dumchaims, the Zemindar of which is Sheepdut Sing, 
who is t he firil military chamber of all the Buyah chiefs, having 
always lived with Ids neighbours in a ft ate of warfare and plunder, 
particularly with the borderers of Rmrgur, owing to ancient 
hereditary aiumofities, which could fcarce fail to originate be¬ 
tween the lavage borderers of two rival Rajahs.—The lit nation of 
the country, joined to his dilpolition, has given a military turn 
mind to all his tenants, infomucb, that on his having any 
projefl of plunder in view, every man of his Talooka, capable 
ot bearing arms,, takes the field with him, to the number as is 
laid, of five or lix hundred, and he has been known to carry his 
d-predations into the very heart of Pachete ; this charter has 
m;ide him always be courted by thole who wilhed at any time to 
raile difl or bailees, at the fame time, that it rendered him an of- 
fcnlivc object to the governors of the di ft rift, who on their fide 
never milled any opportunity of mortifying and injuring him, 
particularly Lolmun Mahroo, who piqued at the little refpeft 
ihcwu him by this Gautwall, never failed to point him out as a 
rebel whenever troops were ( ait into that Zilla, by which means 
his Talooka was frequently pillaged, but he never fubmiiced or 
came in in perfon, 



In 1768, when an infurre&ioa took place in favour of Khader 
Buckfli Khan, this Zemindar was the principal man who joined 
him, and animated by his prtvai. enmity againft .Lolmun, pro- 
poled as the firft hoftility, the befieging the fort of Curruckdea, 
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of which Lolmun was then Foujdaar, and at the fame time 
laying wafte with fire and (word, the 1 slooka or Oornah, of 
which Lolmuu’s original patron was the Zemindar ; the fcheine 
was approved, and Sheepdut Sing, who was the perfon employed, 
executed it to the greateft perfection : lome time after Lolinun 
propofed to come in to Kliader Buckfii Khan, and to make his 
people give up the fort of Ciirruokdea, which they ftill continued 
to defend; his offer was accepted, but no fooner was he in the 
camp of Khader Buekfh Khan, than his old enemy Sheepdut 
Sing piopol'ed to confine him, and extort from him a fum of 
money ; this was accordingly done, and the fum fixed for his 
releafe, was twenty-eight thou land rupees, thirteen thoufand of 
which he paid, and was in confinement for the reft, when Capt. 
Camac being fent with his battalion to fupprds thofi: commotions, 
Khader Buck fit Khan fled, and during his ft'ght, Lolmvm found 
the means of making his efcape ; foon after lie went and offered 
his fervices to Captain Camac, and revenged himfelf on Sheepdut 
Si„g, by reprefvnting him (and for once very juMy) as the 
principal offender in tliat rebellion, which induced that gentleman 
to attack him, deftroy his fort, and lay his Talooka wafte, ill 
which ftate it remained all the time Captain Camac ftaid in ti.at 
Zilla, which was five or fix months; yet during that time, 
Sherpdut Sing would never come in, but carried on fome negoci- 
ations hy his Vakeel, the- refillt of which was, his being foon 
after permitted to return to his ZemihdnryoQ his former footing; 
but the refentment fWbfifting between Lolmun and him, lias 
never abated; he on his lide refilling eve,- to come near the 
Cutcherry, and Lolmun continually reprefenting him as a villain 
and a rebel; and in the year 1775, on an omiifion to pay fome 
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balances of revenue, Lolmun perfuaded Nutty Khan, the rhea 
farmer, to colkfl a number of armed men and plunder his 
raJooka, as the bell; way of paying hanfelf, which he did, and 
this has of courfc iucreafed tins Zemindar's e a miry, for LjoIqum ; 
his peace was again made with Nutty Khan by Vakeel, and he' 
returned to his Talooka, a Ihort time before the delivery of the 
Zilia over to my charge ; in 1775, Lolmun again made mention 
of him to me, as a man who had been humbled a little, hut 
whofe utter deflrudUou was abfokitcly requUite for the peace of 
the country; but as I was cautious of receiving wrong impref- 
Hons, / deferred taking any fteps againfl lum till 1 could prove 
his dilbbedience, and fhortly after, on my promife of l’afety, he 
came in to me, and hat ever fmee remained peaceable and obedi- 
enr to govermijent, 

TAKOOR ChNSHUN SING,—the Talooka of Dcopopr, 
being one-eighth part of the Zemin dary of Seram pour, is pof- 
fefled by this man; it being the portion allotted about one 
hundred yrars ago, to one of his progenitors, who was the 
younger brother of the then Zemindar, the title of Takoor, im¬ 
plying the Ufueof the fecund branch of the family; the prei'ent 
Takoor Cunfhun Sing, is a man of lefs capacity than courage and 
integrity, of which he gave proofs, tirft with refpedl to the 
family of Jagernaut Deo, and afterwards to Government, on the 
following occafkm ; the elder filler of Cunfhun Sing being married 
to the father of Durrum Deo, on the expulfion of Jngeniaut Deo 
and his family in 1^73, the women, children, and property of 
Durrum Deo, were fecured at Deopoor, where he alfo relidcd 
himftlf; am] on the general confederacy of the Buy ah chiefs, 
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Cunflum Sing fup plied his proportion ol men and arms ior r.»e 
attacks made on the ftatiousof the battalion. In Confequence of 
intelligence received on all chefe points in July 1775, finding all 
my attempts to fuprize Jagernaut Deo or Ins party in vain, 1 
reiblved to attack their friends and allies ; and as Cunlhun Sing 
had atted with great infolence, in declaring his determination to 
refill Government, and was in pofieffion of alltong fort, I thought 
an attack on him would be exemplary, and might be decifivc, as 
the family of Durruro Deo was in the fort; I therefore, by an 
expeditious march of twenty-three col’s, inveOed the fort the 
20th July, and took it the fame night; but the garrifon efcaped 
by favour of the darkneis; and the number of rroops being in- 
fulficicut to furround fo large a fpace, with little lofs, after 
having kept up a conftant fire from nine in tin morning till 
twelve at nighty 1 defiroyed the tort, and all the villages and 
grain in the dillrict, after which 1 delivered it in charge to the 
Serampoor Rajah; both with defign to keep Cunlhun Sing out 
•'tfc&iuliy, and alio to encreafe the enmity already fubfilUng be- 
tween him and Biflatt Sing, fenlible that to fubjugate thefe people, 
it was firft neceffary to divide them ; Cunlhun Sing, thus ex¬ 
pelled, and diltrelled by the enmity of the Rajah, was obliged to 
fubmir, and about the middle of Auguft wrote me, that if l 
would lend him Betel, he would deliver himfelf up; this was done, 
and on his arrival, being willing to remove all obftacles to the 
fubmillion of others, 1 received him with hindnels, and only re¬ 
quiring of him to bring in Durrum Deo, on promife of pardon, 
diimifled him with the diitin&iou of a Khclat, and aflurancc of 
future favours on performance of his engagement. 
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In Octohei lie brought in Durrum Deo, and immediately re¬ 
flu red to him his Talooka, by virtue'of the authority given rne 
by Government, to ufe fiich means as appeared to me mofl advife- 
able fur the general benefit of the country. It may not be unin- 
tcreftibg here to relate two clrcurnfiances charatteriftic of the 
honour and refolution of this man; when the news .of the de- 
fbu&iori of Deopoor, arrived with Jagernaut Deo, Durrum Deo, 
frightened for the event to bis family, went immediately over 
to the Jungles, whether Cunfhun Sing had fled, where he la¬ 
mented his misfortune, that his only friend fhould be ruined, 
while thole of Jagernaut Deo had efcaped ; and propofed imme¬ 
diately to fubmit at difcrt'tion, as a lefler evil, than fuffering fuch 
perforation ; this Cunfhun Sing objected to, and inf fled on com¬ 
ing in himfelf; fa\ ing, that his death would be a fmaller lofs than 
that of Durrum Deo, and if he was pardoned, who was fo recent 
an offender, Durrum Deo might then fubmit with a confidence of 
fafety, which he accordingly did. The other circumfiance is, 
that on his being lo well received by me, his friends advifed him 
to flipulate favourable terms for himfelf before he undertook the 
bringing in Durrum Deo; but he rtjefled their advice, fayirig, his 
fubmiflion was amply rewarded by the pardon of his life, and he 
would trufl to the generosity of Government for the reward of 
any future fervices he might perform. 

It is now proper to point out the caufe of dii agreement between 
him and the Rajah Biflan Sing. I have before obferved, that he 
poflefTed by family right one eighth of the Zemindary of Seram- 
poor, for which he paid tribute to the Rajah ; about eight years 
ago, he obferved to the Rajah, that when this divifion was given 
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to his. fore fathers, their families and expeuces were final]; that 
now his own were very great, and therefore he begged the Rajah 
to give linn a larger Talooka ; this the Rajah peremptorily refuf- 
ed, on i. hjch Cunfhun Sing withheld his rents enrircly, and by 
means of his fort, and the number of his feodal troops, kept him- 
felf utterly independent; this has produced an extreme hatred 
in the Rajah towards him, and the infults offered by him to 
Cun ill un Sing, when the Talooka was given in charge to him 
by me, have made it reciprocal and mortal I will now point 
out the ufe to which l think the resentments of thefe Zemindars 
of Sutgoinah, Dumchauns, and Deopoor, may be turned, with 
rdpetft to keeping the Zillaof Curruckdea in fubje£lion, as alfo 
the fteps already taken for that end. 

It is evident from the-preceding recital, that the Zemindar of 
Sutgomah will readily promote any thing for the humiliating and 
injuring of the Gomah family, or indeed any of the faction of 
Lohnun Mnhton; the fame principles, befides a general love for 
plunder and rapine, actuate the Zemindar of Doorachauns; and 
Cunfhun Sing, it is clear, will give into every mealure for injuring 
the Rajah of Seram poor. 

The heps necefiary to he taken by Government to avail itfelf 
of thefe difpofitioris, were to foment their differences, and remove 
any thing that might promote an union of interefb ; this 1 have 
done, by exempting the two fir ft from the duty of one anna paid 
to the family of Gomah; fupporting the pretention:. of Cunfhun 
Sing againft the Rajah of Seram poor, and by fettling all disputes 
about boundary, &c. in favour of thefe Zemindars; and as the 
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only genekl principle likely to unite them to the other ZetnmdsiiS, 
was to oppofe any increafe of rents, and to Lolmun, for his favour 
towards them as Foujdaat; to prevent theft, their rents are fixed, 
and I have taken the eollecYvon of them immediately into my own 
1 lands;—they on their parts (wearing fidelity and feodal ferviccs 
to Government, whenever called on; thus f have ft cured the ier- 
vicesof theft men, by whoft intimate knowledge of the country 
and hStmts of Hie others, in caft of diffaflt&ian among the reft of 
Hie Zemiudats, 1 can injure them more in a month, than other¬ 
wise could be done in an age, by an apprehend on of winch, they 
are held in fubjeftklfl: for they have a proverbial faying in great 
repute among them, that Zemindars are l'afe while united, but 
the defection of one will ruin a thou find ; adverting to the in¬ 
telligence he can give of their holds for fecreting their families 
and propnty. This is all which need to be find of the jungle 
Terry of Curruckdca. 

GUIDORE,—the ftajh of Guidore was formerly of great 
extent, but the conquefts made from it by the Rajah of Bierboom, 
and Cdrngar Cawri, and the independency which theft wars gave 
the Gautwalls an opportunity of albuming, have reduced the pre¬ 
fen t Rajahs Gopal Sing, and Durrup Sing, to fo low an ebb, that 
they can fcarcely recover lufficienr consequence to be of any 
political weight whatever; I fhali not therefore fay any thing of 
them, but fpeak of the only man of any conftquence now in 
the diftriift, which is the principal Zemmdar of Ghackye. 

TEK.OIT METNARA 1 N SING,—is die name of this man; 
arid his Talooka, which includes the town and gaut of khackye, 
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being by far tlie larged of ten which compote the Zilla, his 
power was proportionally great; and the Rajahs of Guidore 
having no power of late years, received by his influence fuefa a 
tribute as he chole to pay for him felt and the other Zemindars,— 
he ii' an old man, poffeffed of low cunning, but little wifdom cr 
refolution; on the diAriel being put under my charge in 1774, 
Jte fled, and made,the reft follow his example; tome a£ts of 
feveruy brought the others in, and a fettlemcnt was made, lint in 
the beginning of 1775, Metnarain Sing who had fled to Seratnnoor 
to Jagernaut Deo and the other malcontents, returned with them ; 
on his advice, all the other Zemindars ofChackye took up arms 
and joined him, and the whole in conpipflioo with J»gernau.r 
Deo, laid flege to the redoubt which I built there by the orders of 
Government; tome time after Met n a rain Slug offered to tithmit, 
and as lie was the firft of the general confederacy who had done 
fo, 1 relolVed to make his example tempting to others; I therefore 
gave him pofleflion of Ills Talooka, and as a punifliment to the 
reft for their infidelity, 1 put them all under Met n main Sing’s 
authority, than which nothing could be more often live to thele 
chiefs, who are as tenacious of their independency as the ancient 
Barons ; at the fame time they dared not revolt, as they know that 
by Metuaraiu Sing’s intelligence, they would be deprived of a place 
of retreat. 

BIERBOOM,—in this divifion of the Jungle Terry, there is 
not a Zemindar of fufficient confluence to produce any con fi¬ 
de r able difturbance ; 1 fhall therefore only fpeak of two, one re¬ 
markable tor his former op portion, the other for his conftant 
and inviolable attachment to Government. 
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The fir ft Ja BABOO JESSMONT SING, who poffefles the final! 
Taloaka of Ture, now collected- by him as Zemindar; but formerly 
only as agent to fageniai.it Deo, to whom the Rajah ol Rieiboom 
granted that Talooka; this is the man who h< Id the fort of Tore 
again ft Ca'pt. Brooke in i 773. He is a man of courage, capacity and 
imluftry, His family have been hereditary iervants to that or J > 
gernai.it Deo for many ages, many of them killed in that fervicey 
and have always been ciiftinguiihcd for their capacity and fidelity : 
on the acceflion of Jagernaut Deo, this man and his elder bi other 
Bifid tuber Sing, were *111 great confidence; they had the chief 
management of his affairs, and always were his advifers to keep 
on terms with Government, and fupprefs the lieeiitioufhefs of 
his feodatory chiefs, who taking advantage of his youth, each 
afluroed an independency, and committeddiforders in tlie country, 
which thele two men forciaw mtift end in his ruin; the chiefs, 
related to Jagernaut Deo, intv n led at this, eefoKcd ro remove 
them, and about the year j 760, they ftfValli nated Bill umber Sing, 
• tll) d Jcflmont Sing only laved himfclf by flight, and took (belter 
in the fott of Tore. Devoted to the fervice of Jagernaut Deo, he 
defended this fort r.grunft Captain Brooke, and though he aftci- 
wnrds fubmitted, and was pardoned, yet on the return of jager- 
nant Deo in 1775, he again took up arms, but would not Inter- 
Jagernaut Deo to attack the guard of Sepoys, pofted in the 1 a- 
looka of Ture, declaring he would oppofe inch an attempt by 
force, as the execution of it would mark him out as a principal 
in this combination, though he in fail only uftod in it as a fervant 
to Jagernaut Deo, and had always advifed his fbliciting any rea- 
fonable terms of peace; for lie laid he only joined him in conse¬ 
quence 


( 43 ) 

qoence of h'rs being reduced to this lalt attempt by neceffify, no 
terms having ever been offered him, Jeflmont Sing’s country 
tvns in confeqvience of his revolt entirely laid waffe. On the fub- 
miffion of Durrum Deo in Off. I the whole party of Jagernaut 
Deo being reduced to the lad diftrefs by military execution carried 
on again ft them, and alio by the deiertion of one of the principal 
members of the confederacy, JelTmont Sing advifed Jagernaut Deo 
to entreat tor terms, and offered to i ilk thecomingin to me hirnfelf 
on receipt Of Betel, which 1 granted, notwithftanding his double 
revolt; being convinced, that by bis means 1 fhould be enabled 
to lift the matter of this infurreflion thoroughly, and bring in 
whatever per ions I chofe: whereas a rejection of his l’ubmiftton, 
would have looked like an iniplacability agaiuft the whole party, 
v. Inch was an apprehetiffon I was particularly delirous of remov¬ 
ing: the event anfwered my expectation, for Ihoitly after his 
pardon, he became the immediate means of bringing in his maftcr 
and the whole confederacy. 

The other character is BABOO ROOP DKO, the Zemindar of 
the Talooka of Rooney, who for above ten years has given his ut- 
moft affiftance to every officer afling in this country, especially thole • 
who have been employed againft Jagernant Deo, viz. Captain 
(now Col.) Cummings, Captain Brooke, and myfeif; this has 
produced the moft inveterate hatred againft him from all that 
party, and what may feem ftrnnge, he is equally difliked by the 
Bierboom Rajah, which appeared in a confpicuous light after 
Captain B-ooke’s leaving this quarter; for under a plea of balances 
due for ten years back, he applied for a detachment, by which he 

drove 


section 4 * 


( 44 ) 

Roop Deo out of the country, plundered him of all he had, 
and fet another per ion, a coufin, in his place; on my getting the 
charge of the country, Roop Deo came to me begging for jnflnce, 
au d that p rote fl ion which hi, many fervices entitled him to; I 
granted him the latter in full; but unwilling todlfturb the diftritt 
by a rt-verlbl of authority, told Roop Deo he mufl wait till the 
c lo(e of the year (then iix months old) when I would divide the 
diftritt, which was nmv put into my charge, between him and the 
incumbent; this wa in September i 774 ; in 1 ‘ebruaiy J 775 ' b'la 8 * 
the war with Jagernmst Deo, wherein Roop Deo followed meat 
his own ex pence, without any dependence but promties; and 
was the only perion who gave true intelligence, in which fervices 
ievcral of his people were cut off. In April I made the diviftou 
of the dvftria; but in July, the other Zemindar, difpieafcd at 
Roop Deo’s being reftored, though hut to a part, concerted as I 
believe, with Jagemaut Deo, the plundering of Roop Deo’s 
family ; for while. I was at Deopoor, Roop Deo being with me, 
Jagernaut Deo with his whole force made an attack upon' Rooney, 
and destroyed every thing belonging to Roop Deo, at the lame 
time that the property of the cotilin was left untouched ; this 
appeared fo palpable, piece of villainous collision, that 1 imme¬ 
diately gave poflciliou of the whole Talooka to Roop Deo, fetting 
the other and his family aftde for ever; thus the very means ufed 
for his deftnnffion, promoted his fortune, and this faithful adlre- 
rent at length received the reward due to his attachment and 

integrity. 
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SECTION 4 

CURUUCKPOOR.—TAKOOR, JAGERNAUT DEO. 

The nolle made in thefe di ft rifts for years paft, on account of 
tills man has been fo great, that a particular relation pf the circum- 
ftances of his character and conduft will be expefted, which for 
the lake of perfpicui ty, and for the prool that the rebellions he has 
headed, have originated more , from others than from him, muft 
commence from the time of his predeceflor, whole name was 1 



LUCHMIN DEO.—This man, from whom the town and fort 
of Luchmi poor take their name, was poflefted of extraordinarily 
great qualities, and in his wild and lavage Jiftrifts, exercifod all 
the duties of a good fubjeft to Government; an able and juft 
ruler to bis lubjefts, and a brave and aftive leader of his fcodal 
foldiers : it was the capacity of this one man, which formed his 
troops to a degree of Ikill and intrepidity, that made him formi¬ 
dable to all his neighbours, and altnoft entirely independent ol 
Mazafter Ali, the Rajah of Curxuckpoor; who rebelling agaiuft 
Government, and fummoning Luchmin Deo as his vaflil, to 
alii ft him with his troops, was anfwcred, that he was a fervant 
to the Subah, and if Muz after Ali forgot his duty, it was no 
Jeffon for him to follow; the Rajah attempting to enforce obedi¬ 
ence was repuifed, and ever after totally difregarded. 

Luchmin Deo died in 1755, and leaving no ift'ue, adopted 
Jagernaut Deo, fori to his. brother Kirrum Deo, then about 
levcnteen years of age.—For this boy he entertained a ftrong 
afteftion when he was young, but before his death he repented 
of the adoption, on obferving the unfteady and inconftant con- 
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dufl of Jagernaut Deo, which was eternally varying according 
to the Lift advice given him ; and that far from having any idea 
of enforcing due obedience from his inferiors, lie was feme rimes 
flattered, fometirnes intimidated by the very chiefs, who, on Lucli- 
min Poo’s death, were to be his vaflals: befides which, his extra¬ 
vagance was Inch as proinifed to annihilate more than the entire 
revenue produced in his whole diftrift; of courfe it required no 
very great difeernment to perceive-that he muft very foon be in¬ 
volved in difputes with Government on the fubjeft of rents. 

The commencement of Jagernaut Deo’s government was fuit. 
able to this character ; engaged in every fpecies of ex pence and 
debauchery, he djftipatcd every rupee he could lay his hands on, 
which fey the way, was not much, for the Baboos of his family 
perceiving his inattention to every thing hut pleafure, very foon 
refuted to pay any thing for their refpedrive divtfions of the 
country*, and being at the head of all the feodal foldiery, they 
had little fear of his ever being able to compel them to obedi¬ 
ence, as Du'chmin Deo had frequently done, by means of hired 
troops; fmee Jagernaut Deo had by means of his own extravagance 
deprived himfelf of the fources of wealth to pay them with ; they 
allured him, however, that they were ready to fight for him to 
the laft extremity, and that thus united, they were more than a 
match for any force that could be fent againft them : in this ftate 
they continued lome time; in 1761 or 1762, the Nabob Mir 
Coffim, having feizedon Rajah MuzafFer Ali by fotne ftratagem, 
fent one Golab Roy as his Aumil, to collet the diftrift of Cur- 
ruckpoor on the part of Government; this man who had a large 
force of the Nabob’s regimented Sepoys and other troops under 
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his command, determined to make an attempt to fubjugate Jag$r- 
naiit Deo, and impofe fuch a tribute on him as he thought 
proper; with this view he made a fudden uicurfion into that 
country, at the time when all the grain had been cut and laid up 
for threfhing; and as the Buyahs were quite off their guard, he 
got into the very heart of their country by one march of twenty 
cols, and took poffeftion of feveral of the principal magazines.— 
The Buyahs were at fir ft ignorant of his three and defig ns, bur 
when they found, what they were, they determined not to fub- 
mit; however, as they dreaded the force which the Nabob, who 
then re tided at Monghier, might fend into the country in ca fe 
of their faulting his .Aumil, they endeavoured to bring Golab 
Roy to fome agreement, but in vain, as he would not abate from 
his firft demands; they then refolved as a Laft effort, to add refs 
the Nabob himfelf, and for that end diipatched a Vakeel to re- 
prefent their cafe, and to aflure iris excellency that they were 
ready to pay the fame tribute as his predeceffors had always re¬ 
ceived front Lncbmin Deo, and they hoped his excellency would 
accept that, and not drive them to defpair; to this the Nabob 
replied by a Perwannah, giving them to underhand that, he had 
not given orders for any encreafe of their tribute, and that they 
were to be guided by the Sunnud lie granted Jagernaut Deo about 
two years before.—With this reply, the Vakeel returned ; upon 
which the Buyahs, who were now relieved from every apprehen- 
fibft on the fide of the Nabob, immediately refolved to attack all 
the pofts eftablifhed by Golab Roy, and cut them off in one 
night; to effe& this, fecrccy and lilencc were neceffary, to pre- 
ferve the latter of which they determined to ufe no. fire arms, and 
to occupy the roads Leading from one port to the other, fo that 
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no,ftragglers mightefeape to carry intelligence; Golab Roy had 
pofl J three hundred Burcunduffes at a place called Jumdah, two 
hundred and fifty at another five cofs ciudant, called Kudhar, two 
companies of the Nabob’s Sepoys in the fort of Luchmipoor, 
three cols from Jumdah ; and was himfelf with about one thou- 
land Burcundaffes at Durrumpoor, about four cofs from Luchmi¬ 
poor, not in the leaf! fufpe&ing an attack, as the Buyahs had 
made no kind of movement for two or three months. 

The Buyahs led on by Jagernaur Deo, began their attack on 
Kudhar about eight at night, and cur off that party to a man; 
by about one in the morning they got to Jumdah, and io effec¬ 
tually furprifed the party there, that of the three hundred not 
above thirty (Raped: by day-break they furrounded the fort of 
Luchmipoor, and fummoned the Sepoys to Jay down their arms 
and inarch out, or that they fhould fhare the fate of the other polls, 
whdfe ffory they related, and ftiewed their fpoiis; the Sepoys, 
however, thought there was iefs danger in refufing, than com¬ 
plying- with their reejueft, and therefore told them they were 
ready to inarch out, but would not deliver up their arms, as if 
they did, his Excellency would diiinifs them all from his fervice ; 
after fome debate, Jagernaur Deo informed them that they might 
march out with tlieir arms, but that it behoved them to be careful 
how they behaved on the march, for that if any irregularity was 
committed, he would attack them in 11 aptly ; this they agreed to, 
and marched out accordingly, the Buyahs attending them to 
Durrumpoor; when they arrived there they informed Golab Roy 
that if he would inftantly quit the country, they would offer 
him no injury, but that if he re fu fed, they would in veil the fort, 

and 


SECTION 4. 


[ 49 ] 

and whenever he was obliged to leave it for want of water or pro- 
vif!ons, not a naan of his party Ihould eicape.—Golnb Roy re¬ 
flecting on, and frightened at the fate of his other ptffts, agreed 
to this, and quitted the country, the Buyahs attending him all 
the WAY ; and Some of his followers having been guilty of feme 
irregularities i were fired upon, and fevcral of them killed. 

In this manner did the Buyahs regain poileffion of their country, 
and it is not furprifmg that a wild and uncivilized people, fhould 
form from this the mod fanguine opinion of their own military 
character, and defpife all ideas ot dependence.—Add to this, taut 
Muzaffer Ali the Rajah of Curruckpoor, having made his efcape, 
owing to the did refs and flight of the Nabob Mir Coffim, returned 
to his diitridt, and threw off all kind of obedience to Government; 
the Buy ah chiefs having now fo fair an opportunity of indulging 
their own fpirit of plunder under the fan&ioft of his name, laid 
slide all thoughts of paying any revenue to him or to Govern¬ 
ment, and plundered the territories of their neighbours all round ; 
every thing palled for the a£t of Muzaffer Ali, though he was fo 
far from having any weight with theft chiefs, that on being 
obliged to fly through their diftrift to avoid a 'detachment of our 
troops which was fent ugainft him in 1766, they plundered the 
greateft part of his baggage; at length he being made a prifoner 
in 1768, and the civilized parts of Curruckpoor being fettled, the 
true Rate of affairs began to appear; the tribute of the Jungle 
Terry fubjeCt to Jagernaut Deo, was demanded to be paid to the 
Honourable Company, in the lame manner as it had been before 
paid to Muzaffer All; but the Buyah chiefs intoxicated by the 
former fucceffes and impunity, and imagining they fhould have 
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as formerly, only Indoftauy Aiimils with their rabble of Peons to 
deal with, made but little account of die fummons, and continued 
to proceed, as ii they were independent mailers of their country: 
unluckily the detachment of Purgunnah Sepoys who were fent 
in aid of the Foujclaars, did not make any impreflion on the Buy ah 
ciders, hut ufually returned more expeditioufly from their incur** 
fions than they advanced to them.—In the year 1770, on the ap¬ 
pointment of European Gentlemen to fupcrinteml the colle&ions 
of the refpefUve diftri&s, Jageruaut Deo lent his Vakeels into the 
Collector of the divifton to which he was fubordinate, and as 
on this occifiojj, his Agents Jiad an opportunity of acquiring 
fome knowledge of our ftrength, and mode of fupporting the au¬ 
thority of Government, he was on their information convinced 
of t '1 nccelhty of his laying slide his ideal independency, and 
paying his tribute; and he even confenteri to pay a tribute more 
confidcrable than that formerly colk&ed by the Curruckpoor 
Rajahs ; In this, however, he foon found that he had been pre¬ 
mature, tot all his Baboos rcluied to contribute any thiny towards 
it; but told him that they were ready, as ufual, to fupport his 
independence with their lives; this reduced him to the neceffity 
of breaking off his engagement with Government, or paying the 
whole tribute from his divifion. In thefe circumltances, Buffumbar 
hi other or tcf.mont Sing, who has been mentioned be¬ 
fore, and who was then his chief councilor, adviffdhim to hy the 
true Rate of the cafe' before Government, and apply for lbme force 
to compel the Baboos to pay their proportion. On the fril advice 
ot tills, they aflliffinated Bu Hum bar Sing, and endeavoured to do 
the fame to Jeffmont Sing, but he found means to efcape, and 
feeure himfclf in the fort of Tore. By the death of Buffumbar 
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Sing, the meafure of applying to Government for aid (which was 
the only one by which the affairs of the Zemmdary could have 
been put upon a footing to anfwer his engagements) was totally 
laid a tide, the revenues fell every year in arrears, and thefe ba¬ 
lances were always carried on In the name of Jagemaut Deo, he 
being the Zemindar, in fact, though poffelfed of as little authority 
as the ancient kings of Europe had over the ir potent barons. 

In this Bate things continued till the end of 1772, or com¬ 
mencement of 1773, w hen the Gentleman .who was then Collec¬ 
tor of that diftrift, thought that a perfonal vifit to the country 
would induce Jagernaut Deo to pay off his balances; accordingly 
he fet out, and took with him two companies of Purgunnah 
Sepoys which were under his authority; he had previously Cent 
a Jematdar’s party, to remain at JLuchinipoor, till the balances 
fhould be paid; but principally, \ believe, to difeover whether 
there was any chance of his being oppofed when he fhould attempt 
entering that country himfelf. 

Neither Jagernaut Deo nor any of his Baboos made any open 
objection to this; but when afterwards they heard that the Col¬ 
lector himfelf was approaching with a larger force, they fufpeftc-d 
that fome hoftilities would be attempted, and all the feodatories 
were ordered to their Nations, to be read}' in cafe of emergency: 
Jagernaut Deo declares, and many of the people of the country 
confirm the after tion, that he gave the molt poiitive and particu¬ 
lar orders to all the people, that no kind of impediment Ihould he 
given to the Collector, but that they difobeyed his orders.—-It is 
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certain, that the Collector's road lay unhappily through a ftrong 
pals, which was occupied by one of the mo ft turbulent of the 
Baboos, and one mod intcrcfted to keep tilings in confufimi: be 
this as it may, on the CoHe&or’s approach to this pafs, Inch a 
firing commenced, as made him think a retreat the wifeft move¬ 
ment he could make ; nobody was killed, however, which makes 
it probable, that they only did it by way of trying what fort of 
enemy they were to expert; but the event was dccifive, for the 
Collector quitted the country immediately, and convinced that 
thefe revenues were not to be collected by his Pargunnah Sepoys, 
he applied to government for affiftance. 

The Corps of light infantry was accordingly ordered into Jager- 
naut Deo*s country, to enforce the payment of his balances.,— 
and Captain Brooke did march into that country in April 1773, 
having previoufiy iummoned Jagernaut Deo to fettle Ids re ve¬ 
nues; but Bifian Sing, the Zemindar of Mundar, which lays 
clofe to the frontiers of Jagernaut Deo’s country, who was in- 
trufted with this fummons, never fent it; this the Buyaha fay, 
and Biffan Sing makes but a feeble vindication of him (elf; nor is 
it probable if this fummons had arrived, jagernaut Deo would 
have expofed hU country to deftrutftioti, by fruit Ms dppofition 
to fuch a force as rhe corps of light infantry, co-operated with by 
three companies of Brigade Sepoys, a&ing under the collector of 
Bauglepoor, and two companies of Purgannah Sepoys, acting 
under the Collector of Monghier; nay, even if he had refolved 
011 oppofition, every perlbn acquainted with thefe people knows 
very well, that they never will aflume a ftyle of info knee or 
defiance, but will profefs unlimited obedience and humility, at 
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the very time they are in amis again ft you ; I doubt not therefore, 
that had that iummons got to Jagernaut Deo, he would have 
tl: I patched a Vakeel inftantly, with a moil humble repretentation 
of his fidelity and obedience, and not (as Biflan Sing told Captain 
Brooke) have torn the fummons, and fern: him word that he did 
not know who he was: tire motive which influenced Biflan Sing 
to this conduit was in all probability, a deft re to fee the power of 
that family reduced, which had been fo formidable to all its neigh¬ 
bours, and among A: others to himfclf— be this as it may, on re¬ 
ceipt ot this anfwer, Captain Brooke advanced into that country 
with a determination to lay if wafte, tilt Jagernaut Deo thou Id 
fubinit ; and had this plan been perfe voted in, it would have been 
by far the beft, and indeed the only one of any efficacy again# 
thele people ; but, by intelligence he had received, he was led to 
be lieve, that Jagernaut Deo, together with his family, and every¬ 
thing of any value,^ were all flint up in the fort of Ture, and that 
the taking of that would be deciiive of the fate of the whole 
country. Though this was very far from being the cafe in any of 
Aide particulars, yet one good a role from it, which was, that the 
Buyahs (who well knew where their property, &c. was) were 
difappointed in their expectation of feeing the battalion march for 
Junadah and Luchmipoor, wliere they were prepared to receive 
them hi their full force, having lined the avenues to tbofe places 
with all the troops of the diftrict.—However, though this danger 
was avoided, yet the expedition to Ture was not unattended with 
iofs, for when Jefl'rnnnt Sing faw the prog refs of the battalion 
marked with hoftiiity, and that it had advanced iii that manner 
to within about two cofs of his boundary, he dil pate bed a part 
of his force into a ftrong bamboo Jungle, which extends from 
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rlie boundary to the: town and fort of Ture : upon the battalion's 
entering this Jungle, the Buy ah'? began firing, and continued till tire* • 
battalion had got through, but with little execution ; the battalion 
came out of the Jungle very near the fort, where JeiTmont Sing 
was with his principal force, but not a ihot was fired from thence, 
which joined to other circumfhmees, made Captain Brooke believe 
the fort was deferred. A party of Sepoys fent to draw oil the fire 
of the fort in cafe ir fhtsuld not be defer ted, neglecting the orders 
Captain Brooke gave them, ran up to the very ditch ; from which 
few of them returned, and many others following them to the 
fame place, a great !ofs enfued, and the battalion unafiiftcd with 
guns, ladders or any thing clfa but their firelocks, were obliged to 
draw off, though headed by an officer wliofe military reputnuon 
is too defervedly great, to require any euloginm of mine, and 
who, upon this, as upon all other occaiums, did every thing that 
was to. be done.—The battalion after this, remained encamped a 
few cofs froraTure, near two months, waiting for guns to attack 
the fort, and in the interim the enemy found means to carry oif all 
their property from every part of the country unmolcftcd ; when 
the guns arrived, an attack was defigned, but the enemy, who hud 
till-then fluid in the fort, now i ft it, and Captain Brooke caufed 
ir to be deftroyed; after this, Captain Brooke cantoned during the 
rains, at Chackye, and ufed all his endeavours to induce Dumiia 
Deo, or Miguel Sing, who were neafeft in blood to Jagcrnaut Deo, 
to come in and take charge of the country, in order effe&ually to 
exdude Jagernaut Dm; after fome time Miguel Sing came, upon 
advice of which, Jagernau t Deo finding that they.were likely to 
make their peace and probably would, do it at his expence, he being 
exprcl'sly excluded from pardon, fled from the country, and took 
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up his refillence at Seram-poor with the Rajah Bi-flan Sing.—"1 he 
country was given in charge to Miguel Sing. — Whether this man 
ferioufly intended to endeavour to keep pofieffion of this Zc min¬ 
dary for himblf, or whether (which is moft cdnfiftent with the 
prejudice'? and charafters of tbefe people,) he only wanted the 
hand ling of the revenues with clelign to quit his engagements 
with Captain Brooke, and rejoin his old friends as food as he had 
got what he could, is a point impofliblc now to prove either way, 
for foon after the time 1 mention, he failed in payment of his 
rents, and w as thereupon deprived of all cruft and confined ; from 
which period we may date all the iubfeqent confuliou, which 
ended in a general confedcrace for reftoring Jagernaut Deo,—for 
upon the confinement of Miguel Sing, confidence ended on both 
fides; Captain Brooke was afraid to trufr any of that family with 
the country or revenues, and they on their part were as diffident 
of relying on promifes of lecurity and fupport from him; the 
•-fleets were correspondent to the caufes, they began to lay the 
bafi-6 of a re-union with Jngeniauf Deo, and Captain Brooke de¬ 
termined to colleft the country Khafs, of courfe to fet a fide all 
the branches of that family, to which mjsafure (of itielf Effici¬ 
ently odious to the whole country) was added another which pre¬ 
cipitated the general confederacy to aftion fooner than otherwifo 
would have happened ; this was an attempt to difarm all the feudal 
foldierv. Upon this occafion, a great quantity of arms were at 
firft got hold of by an unexpected feilurc of all the chiefs,, who 
were vet within reach; but as foon as the defign was di leavered, 
all the remaining amis which were by far the greateft part, were 
fecretcd, and from this in ft a it, there was no reafonable foundation 
-to hope for a continuance of peace.—The Jaghiers of all the 
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chiefs and feodalfoldiery were feized on and colle&ed Khafs, and 
thofe men had the alternative of ft^rving or turning plough men, 
who had always hitherto lived in eafe and idlenals —1 leave it to 
any perfon to judge of the degree to which they mu ft have do¬ 
te fled the prelent, and regretted the former Government. The 
univerfal wiih was, that the country fhould rather lie wafte for 
ever, than be poflefied by Government upon terms which ieemed 
to the Zemindars, the very height of opprefliou, and nothing 
prevented their inftantly flying to arms, and difperfuvg all the Riots 
who had fettled, but the fear that Miguel Sing, who was ftill a 
priloner, Ihould be made to aufwer for it with his life. 

As this brings me to the period when the Jungle Terry was 
put Under my charge with all theie inaufpicious circumftances, 
I mult digrefs from the fubjedt a little, juft to obferve, that very 
foon after my appointment to this command, and as foou as I 
quitted rhe partial and felf-inf crofted in formations of the depend¬ 
ents of government, to acquire a real knowledge of the date of 
the countrv, from the Zemindars and inhabitants of it; 1 found 
that the whole littlement of tiie Cur ruck poor Jangle Terry, was 
mad® upon foch a footing, that nothing but utter coufufion was 
to he expedted, and that in a very Ihort time :—as I knew how¬ 
ever, that Jagernaut Deo had been represented to Government in 
iucb terms, that nothing could be done in his behalf without ex- 
prefs orders from the board ; nay, that this very fet Element had 
been considered as foiid and durable, I therefore made a proposal 
for power to endeavour to bring him to come in, as I was fen fib le 
a very fhort time mull pur an end to all poftibiiiry of col letting 
the country Khalis, of courfc that it was better to ft cure the 
2 future 
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future peace of it, by reft ori ng this Zemindar under proper limit¬ 
ations, than be compelled to diiengage it from eonfufion, by giv¬ 
ing it to any one who would take it, which I knew mu ft ulti¬ 
mately be the cafe, if the enemy (as was probable they would) 
fhouJd avoid running any rilk from encountering our troops, and 
only keep the country in confulion by robbery, and preventing 
the inhabitants from cultivating their lands; fmee, when once a 
Zemindar has been expelled his country, and all hopes of pardon 
excluded, there is no further injury can be done to him, nor 
would he be caught In thel'e jungle Countries, if you lhouid pur- 
fue him for a century.—The important bufinefs in which govern¬ 
ment was at that time engaged, prevented my letters being 
anfwered foon after, finding that a general confederacy Was plan¬ 
ning at Serampoor, for invading the Curruckpoor Jungle Teiry, 
at the fcafon when government lhouid expeft to reap tije benefit 
of the Khafs colle&ion, and by laying the country wafte, and 
•difperfing the Riots, to reduce government to the nece/Tity of re- 
ftoring the Zemindars to prevent a conftant and fruitlefs expence: 
—as Curruckdea was not under my authority at the time, I 
could do nothing againft the confederacy while there,—1 therefore 
applied to government, to put that didrift under my charge, and 
authorize my proceeding immediately again ft tlie abettors of 
Jagcrnaut Deo, (if they were dcremained not to permit his fub- 
milfion) which I knew would produce a diveriion of fullicieot 
length, to enable the revenue fervants to colleft the- Jungle 
Terry of Curruckpoor umnokfted,—after whicj), conciliatory 
meafures might be purfited with the better grace, but the em¬ 
ployment of the board prevented the timely anfwering of this 
addrefs alfo. 


By 
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By this time, the confederacy was flrengthened by the atccibon 
of idmoft every Zemindar who had felt an enc rente of tribute, 
but iliU they were reftniined from a&ten by the confinement of 
Miguel Sing, and I on my part, could u{e no means for breaking 
it, without orders from Calcutta. 

At this critical jvm&ure, two circumltances happened, which 
brought on immediate hoftilitk), the one was my being com¬ 
pelled for the prefer vat ion of nay life from a iuoft violent fever, 
to quit rhe Jungles and proceed to Burdwan, which the Buy ah s 
imagined, put a flop to all military or political proceedings t-Ll 1 
ihoitld return; the other was the death of Miguel Sing ; this hap¬ 
pened early in January 1775*—As foon as 1 beard of it, 1 knew 
what was to be expected, but was at this time rendered by my 
ficknefs incapable of rifing from my bed, I font iiich orders, 
however, as 1 thought would belt provide again!! the evil appre¬ 
hended, and again advifed government of the Bate of affairs.— 
Every day now teemed with intelligence of the flight of all the 
former feodatory chiefs, and their partly difarmed followers, who 
had remained fallen in their tefpeflive villages, from the time 
that the Khafs fettle merit took place ; every .inftant a general in- 
vafion was expe&ed of every one of tlie Khafs dlllri&s;—l had at 
this time juft got ftrength enough to go about, but lenfible of the 
emergency of the cafe, I determined to return to my flatten— 
Juft at this time, the diftrift of Curruckdea was placed under my 
authority, upon which 1 immediately fet off, determined to march 
my battalion to Serampoor, and fee if I could not even yet difap¬ 
point the intended invalid); for this purpofe, 1 proceeded with all 
poflible difpatch, and to prevent any lofsof time, I ordered the 
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battalion to advance to a place on the way to Serampoor, where T 
purpofed joining if; but all my precautions were of no avail, the 
enemy had already entered the country tri large bodies, under 
cover of ihofe immetfife jungles which overfpread the diftriit, the 
Riots of the country, partly from affcfHon, partly front fear, kept 
the fecret of their Several places of rendezvous fo well, that it 
was problematical whether they were a&ually arrived or not, and 
the firft certain advice 1 had, was the day after I came to the 
corps; when a general attack was made upon the out-polls, 
which Captain Brooke had Rationed for preferving the peace of 
the country, and which I had not ventured to withdraw, as I 
knew that arrangement had met with public approbation : feme 
of theie were a 1 mo ft entirely cut off; others were driven from 
their polls with great lofs, and all that were within reach of me, 
to prevent their misfortune, I immediately called in, and proceeded 
after the enemy, who conftantly avoided coming near the batta¬ 
lion, and continued plundering and laying wafte tire country ; the 
iequel of this is well known, and molt minutely detailed in my 
conefpondehee with the Honourable Board : it ended (when every 
other meafure Had been tried in vain) in the country being given 
to Roopnaram Deo, the fbn of Jagemaut Deo, upon condition of 
the father’s coming in on a promife of perfonal fafety, and redding 
with me, which lie Lias done, and it is fince that, , that the true 
fprings of every thing have been known, as alio the real character 
of this chief, which 1 think is neither fo good nor fo bad, as it 
has been described. 

As to the noife his name formerly made, it arofe more from 
the depredations of his Baboo5, than from any thing very du- 

tinguilhed 


[ <9 ] 

SECTION 4, 

tinguilhed on his part, though he certainly docs not want lor 
courage, as has been fametiraes thought.—-The flatteries of his 
followers, and his fuccefs againft Golab Roy, and the Purgunoah 
detachments, certainly made him form a very undue opinion of 
His own and his followers military powers, oi which lie is now 
very fen Able. 

That he was railed to the head of i'o great a confederacy, was 
partly owing to his character, partly to ex ten five family con¬ 
nexions, but mote than all, to the perfection he underwent from 
Government, and the fcheme of colleaing his country Khafs, 
which the other Zemindars thought was only prefatory to a 
ftmliar treatment of their countries alio, and that therefore, the 
raufe was as much theirs, as it was his;—aconclirfioii fo natural, 
that I don't fee how <m_j other could have been drawn from thole 
pretaifes, and which might afford a leflon to all Governments, if 
fuch were wanting;—never to furmlh any general principle, any 
point of union, which may ferve as the ftandard for a confederacy 
to flv to, with the external appearance of only being ftruggling 
again if oppreflion, and the invafion of their juft rights. 

As to the reft of his chara&er, he is liberal to his inferiors, 
even to extravagance, and fo affable and polite in his behaviour to 
them, that they bear him the high eft ■■atfedtioti: he U expenfive 
and addicted to plea lure ; but I cannot conclude without adding to 
the lift of his virtues, fincerity and gratitude, which he has a 
larger fhare of than falls to molt of his countrymen why>m 1 have 
feen. 


BABOO 
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BABOO ROOPNARAINDEO, —the fon of Jagemaut Deo; 
he cannot while Hit- father lives, afiurite the title of Tukoor, am 1 
though he is at pie Put to every intent Zemindar of that country, 
yet his youth makes it difficult to fay with prccifion, what las 
character may turn out to be; much will depend upon the manage¬ 
ment of him on the part of Government, and if he fallsintobad 
courfes, it will probably originate from ignorance on that fide. 

BA BOOS DUR.RU Mi DEO, KEIM KURRUN DEO, AD JET SING, 
SUMKF.R SING, NVNJi SING, TIRBOON SING, MANCUN SING; 
JEDBUR SING, ADJMIER SING, the firft and fecond of whom, are 
firft couGns to Jagernaut Deo; the third and fourth are fons of 
Miguel Sing ; arul the laft five, (deice ndants of five chiefs who were 
brothers, and therefore are themfelyes called the five brothers,) are 
the heads of the feudal foldicry, and I will venture to fay from 
my knowledge of them, that they never will be of any fervice to 
Government, or to their Zemindar, for any other end than war 
and rapine.—Thefe are all the chambers I think deferving of 
notice, for as to the Zemindars of the Baugfcpoor and Coigong 
Jungle Terry, it may be faid in every fenfc of the word, that 
they poffcfs no character at all. 
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SECTION V. 


T Will now beg leave to offer my opinion as to what I dunk the 

befl method of governing thefe countries, fo as to render them 
a fecurity, infteadof a very confiderable danger to thefeprovinces, 
and as the end of my writing this fltetch, is to convey truth and 
information, not to facrihee to prejudice, I fhall proceed to it 
without any regard to the fuggeftions of the votaries of profef- 
fional diftinflion, who from fympathy may be apt to conclude, 
that I am influenced to prefer this plan by the neceffSty it induces 
for keeping up military command here :—I fhall with equal free¬ 
dom pt-opofe a diminution of the prefent revenue, which will of 
courfe be approved, if 1 fhevv that upon the whole fuch a meafure 
W U1 be an advantage to Government, or reje&ed, if I fail to pro¬ 
duce fufficient arguments to that end. 

I ihall lay it down as the bafis of this plan, that the tvajans of 
the mountains and jungles extending from the Mahrattah bound¬ 
ary fouth, to the plain countries of Midoapoor Burdwan, Bier- 
boom, Bauglepoor, Monghier, and Bahar, north, are the natuial 
and proper defenders of the honourable Company's provinces 
againll theM rhrattahson that fide; and that rbofe provinces would 
be fafer through the afte&ions and feodal fervlces ot rhufe petty 
chiefs, fupported by a fmall regular force, than with almoff any 

force that could beYparcd for protecting this frontier in time of 

general 
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general warfare, if thofe chieftains, inftead of attachment, llioulJ 
feel the lent!mentis of refentmeit and diluffoition towards ns. 


1 fhall juft beg leave to call to mind, that all the pafl'. s leading 
from the Mahrartah territories into Bengal and Bahar, are within 
onr own boundary, and that they are po fie fled by the Rajahs of 
the rt-lpefHve limits through which they pafs : behind is a fecond 
line of Chokcydary Gautwillics conftituttng the Jungle Terry.— 
Almoft all the Inhabitants are armed; and hold lands of their n> 
fpeftive chiefs on the feudal tenure, the chiefs were formerly bound 
by the fame ties to the State, a flight tribute and tile profeeTion of 
the frontier againft all invaCions from the fouth.—The Government 
of Hindoftan thought theft people were the natural defence of the 
frontiers, and of courfe that it was heceffiry by every means to 
attach them to the State, and to make their private interefb Coin¬ 
cide with rhat of the public; left diflatisfied with a government 
from which they felt more evil than good, they fhould invite, 
rather than oppole, the entrance of an enemy into the province?. 
—1 doubt not, that this politick reHefftion had as much weight in 
preventing the native Governors of Bengal from attempting to 
levy a heavier tribute from thefc countries, as any deficiency of 
troops lit for fuch a fervice.—Their conduit was certainly judici¬ 
ous—That an armed peafantry, if attached to the State, may do 
infinite injury to an invader, however formidable, in a country 
naturally ftrong, we need look no farther for a ftriking proof, 
than the inftance of the opposition given by the peafants of 
Poland, to a victorious army, led on by Charles the Xllth- of 
Sweden.—Had thofe peafants been dilgufted with the State, and 
expected a change for the better in their own fituation, from a 

2 change 
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change of matters, there is fcarcely room for n doubt, that they 
would have conduced the very army, which. In other chrcum- 
ftances they oppofed, nor could any body of regular forces 
ttationed there, have compenfated for, or counterbalanced their 
difidfeftion; for an invading army is ieklom deficient of force, 
but almoft always in point of intelligence, and it behoves the 
State liable to invalion, to take care they do not obtain it from 
any defection of their own people.— 1 will not, however, take up 
your time. Sir, with general rcafunings upon principles too clear 
to he difputed ; but proceed at once to apply them ro the calc for 
which tiiis is written; I mean the State of this frontier within 
and without. 

Within, we have by military force and operations impeded a 
tribute much higher than ever had been paid before ; but take all 
thefe countries throughout, I believe you will find, Sir, this in* 
created tribute does not amount to eight annas per man, of thofe 
who have thereby been, alienated from the State ; and what are 
thefe people? not wretched, fpiritlefs, unarmed Bengallies, in¬ 
habiting a plain cctltrieal country, neither formidable by character 
or fituarion ; but an armed people, martial, proud, and independ¬ 
ent, and conttituting, by their fituarion, the only barrier we polle.fs 
again ft that enemy, from whom more than from all others, the 
State may fuffer g re ate ft lofs in its wealth and population. 

This increafed tribute lias reduced the Zemindars from eafy to 
ftraitened circumftances, and many of the younger branches of 
their families, to be without any fupport; in fueh circumftances, 
need I fay, that the whole body of the people are diflatisfied.— 

Let 


* ufcrsfy. 




[ «j ] 


SECTION 5, 


Let no ftrefs be laid on their paying their revenues ; the pre-fence 
Oi your trrops, and the great attention of your officers on thefe 
la vices, to render their Government and thenilelves popular, and 
agreeable to thefe lavage and martial chiefs, have hitherto effected 
this : but thefe people have as yet had no temptations from with¬ 
out ; you have but juft began to be at war with rhe. Mahrattah s, 
and have as yet experienced no necelTity for removing to other 
places, thofe bands which hitherto have held together this crazy 
fabrick ; let but that happen be tore fome meafures are taken to 
prevent the confetjuences, and 1 doubt not, that a l'cene of uni- 
verfal coufufion will enfue: nor do I think any addition of force 
which could be fpared, would avail to keep out an in v a lion from 
the fouth, while the whole body of the people are dift’atisfied with 
our Government,—A man, from a fuperficiai view, might fup- 
pofs every thing very fohd and well compounded; hut I have an 
opportunity of feeing behind the curtail), and canaflert, that it is 
by no means fo- 

With refpedt to the our fide of this frontier, the Mahrattah 
diftrifts ate divided from ours, generally fpeaking, by an ideal line ; 
the Zemindars on both Tides are in many places cio&ly connc&ed • 
a negotiation tbiough that medium, might be let on toot by the 
Mahrattah Government in a few days. 

if they offered powerful bribes, while our borderers, generally 
diiVatisfif d are alio impovenlhed, and by no tics united to the 
State, do you think, Sir, they would have virtue enough to relift 
the temptation, or indeed would it be any virtue to do fo ? The 
anfwer 1 fear is plain and negative: a body of Mahrattahs thus 
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introdtytod into the heart of the Province of Bengal, vvoutd in 
fix hours inflict greater lolls than, the revenues of ail fchefc frontier 
countries put together, amount to in a year; and whenever they 
/hould he compelled to fly from your troops, (which would not be 
very fuddenly) their old allies, our borderers, would find moans 
of getting them as fafeJy back as they advanced; for as l fair! be¬ 
fore, an army would not rtfcffi.ee to guard all thefe palTes without 
the aid and affections of our own borderers ; and with them, a 
very little force would do a great deal. 

It has been before obferved, in oppoimon to the. idea of fub- 
rtitnting regular troops to thefe fcodatorieS, that none hut the 
natives of thefe countries could exift in thole unwholefomc moun¬ 
tains and junglesi,through which the pnflw immediately lead; 
and I beg leave to call it to mind, as an argument oi the u tmort 
importance ; for the reality of the faff 1 appeal to all the fufgeoiis 
and officers who have been oil thele Cervices.—In 1774, when 
Captain fames Crawford was employed in reducing the frontier 
Zemindaries of Pachcte, he fixed fomc ports near the partes lead¬ 
ing from the Baugmoory Hills, and though they were weekly 
relieved, yet fuclj was the devaluation made in his battalion by 
keeping up thole ports, that at one time he had near three hundred 
men fick. The urgent neceffity of affairs, compelled him to 
fupport this meafure, though the confequences were fo fatal, in 
fpite of every precaution he could ufie ; which were fuch indeed, 
as would not have entered into the imagination of almoft any 
perfon but him, who was one of the firrt public and private 
cha'raffers 1 ever knew; I hope, btr, you will "$xcuk this fmall 
tribute to the merit of one of the deareft rriends I cvei had, w nofe 
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memory I ihall ever hold facred, and the lofs of whom, both to 
the publiefc and myiell, as it is irreparable, I fhall never ceafe 

to lament. 

Thefe being the evils attending the prd'ent mode of govern¬ 
ment eft a blifhed in -thefe countries, the remedies 1 beg have to 
offer to your confederation are as follows i 

I. That the tribute now levied upon thefe countries, be reduced 
to fuch a fum as the Zemindars fhall cheerfully and voluntarily 
agree to pay ; binding tlurnfdves by machuikahs, and a molt 
{acred oath to be annually renewed, to fidelity and feudal Jerviccs i 
each Zemindar having one of his children or neareft kindred, 
always refiding with the commanding officer of the divifion to 
which he belongs, as a further fecurity and mark of obedience— 
This plan to be made general throughout the Mountains of Midna- 
poor, Pachete, Naikpoor, Ramgur,and Palamow; as alfo through¬ 
out the Jungle Terry of Bicrboom, Curruckdea, Guido re, and 
Curruckpoor. 1 am hot well acquainted with the amount of the 
revenues of any of thefe diftrhb, excepting thofe which have 
been under my authority ; but I conjeaure, that this deduction 
(by which many thoufanda of armed men would be f cured to 
the fervtce of the State, to which they now only want m oppor¬ 
tunity to (hew their enmity) would not amount to above one 
lack of rupees per annum i a fum which, I laid before, is not 
equal to the lofs which would he foffered in fix hours by an m- 
curfion ot Mahrattahs. 
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IT. That the waffe lands in ail thefe countries, which an- not 
hereditary property, he given m jaghicr, to worn-out Sepoys in 
the fervice, who (hall be encouraged arid agree to fettle there 
with their families, on the tenure of feodal fen*ices. 

III. That to remedy the fcarcity of money, the Zemindars be 
allowed to pay in part of their rents in fuch articles produced iu 
their diftri&s, as are not of a peri Ih able nature (fuch as iron and 
damraah) at fixed prices; thefe goods to be carried at their ex¬ 
pence to the Cutcherry of the divifion, and to be diipofed of by 
comradt, for the company, or othoi vvife as may be direded.— 
The cultivation of opium may be attempted, where the foil will 
admit of it, and grain and other provifious, may be received on 
the fame terms, and lodged in magazines for the uf of the 
troops, in thefe and the neighbouring quarters, the old flock 
being annually diipofed of. 

IV. That with refjped to the ad m in ifl ration of jtiflice, the 
Zemindary courts be allowed the power of adjufling all little 
matter either civil or criminal, fubjeft however to appeal, in 
the former cafes to the Commander, and in the latter, to the 
Foujdary court of the diftridl; but that no con/iderable cafe 
be cognizable by the Zemindars; but referred folely to the Com¬ 
mander ot the dillriiSl, who, in civil cafes, will decide according 
to his inflrttdlions from the Board, and in all criminal ones, will 
lay them before the Foujdaar Adowlat. 

V That as a force on the part of Government is abfolutely re* 
xjuifte to fupport thefe fcorlal troops, if attacked from without, 

and 
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and by fijperior authority to controul and keep them from all dif- 
putcs and violence from within ; I beg leave to recommend, that 
the whole of this frontier be divided into three military com* 
mauds, viz. 

One to include all the frontier of Midnapoor, viz. 

i 

Mohurbunge Burraboom and 

Singboom Mauboom 

Dolbooin : 

The fecond, all that of Pacheit, viz. 

Toraar and Patcoom, and the Jungle Terry lying behind it, 
viz. 

\ ; ,y ‘ ' *: 1 1 ", t ,, * ■ r Xtt tflfc 

Of Pachett Blerboom Curruckdca 

Chackye and Curruekpoor. 

The third, all that of Nagpoor, Ramgu r and Palamow, viz. 

Nagpoor Burwah Palamow 

Toory Sheerganty Ramgur 

In order to give that degree of weight to the three officers com¬ 
manding at thefc Nations, and that unity of authority which is 
abfolutely requifite in fuch countries, for the ends of intelligence 
and a£lion, without which, nothing cflential can be effe&ed by 
them, I recommend it as abfolutely necefTary, that each do col- 

M lea 
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left the tribute from the Zemindars of his divifion, and appro¬ 
priate^ and account for it,, in part of the difburlements of Ms 
corps,—There, is certainly no neceflity for civil f tv ants being 
employed in fuch trifling colletftions, it occafions a divifion of 
authority highly detrimental to the her vice, befides an immcnfe 
increafe of expence; for 1 believe, we may, on an average, reckon 
the charges of one civil collector, to be equal to that of three or 
four military ones put together.; and furely as to expediency, an 
officer, if he has common fenfe, can manage the account of fifty 
or fixty thoufand rupees, as well as if he had been bred up ill a 
counting houfe all his life. 

Thefe three commands to be independent of each other; hut to 
keep up conftant communication and intelligence, and co-operate, 
together for the general good, in cafe of public emergency, when 
their forces might be obliged to join,, the eld eft officer would of 
conrle command : T pro,pole this independence, hecaufe each muft 
be the heft judge of what is proper in his own ciiftriht; but were 
thofe three commands to aft under the authority of one perfon, 
he would, from the nature of rpan, be for interfering in every 
thing, and of courfe would often do fo, where he had but little 
knowledge of the fubjcjift. 


Fo rt I and Ports 
ticccflfcry for De¬ 
fence ami Commit-’ 
mcitloo* 


As the cafy terms of tribute will render all compulfion to pay 
it unneedfary, the only polls required, will be againft foreign 
enemies ; 1 can on this point only fpeak of the diftrifts under my 
authority;, which can be entered from the fouth, by way of Ram- 
gur ajid paphe.it, qr from the Rnhar province to the weft and 

north- 
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north-weft: the true fee no of action Is the Jungle and pafles, but 
the troops dcftined for it fhould be fbuioncd near them, and 
fee u red from infill t. 

The fort at Chackye, fully anf.vers every fiitfh end with re- 
fpeft to t hat pafs. 

That of Curruckdea, is too remote from the pats of that name, 
and 1 therefore advife the erecting one at a fmall expente nedr 
Comma h, Tliefe two wilt effed every defence and communica¬ 
tion requilite towards Bahar. 

Towards Ramgur, 1 would recommend to repair the fort of 
Doomchaunfe, which is within two cofs of Corrmma, the grand 
pal's from Ramgur to Curruckdea,. 

Towards Pacheit, I would propofe repairing the fort of Deo- 
poor, (fouth of Serampoor) which is within four cols of the 
Toondey pafs, leading from Pacheit to Curruckdea. Thefc two 
forts would alfo keep open the communication with Baharby way 
of Curruckdea, in cafe the main body of the Jungle Terry com¬ 
mand fhould march to aftrft that of Ramgur or Pacheit. 

Brea ft works of (tones and coarfe chunam, which Could be 
made here, might at a fmall expence be ere&ed acrofs the princi¬ 
pal paffes, with ftrong gates; and fome of the many old cannon 
hung about in different places, might be mounted, and added to 
the ftrength of thefe breaftworks, with little or no expence: 
which would render the accefs next to impofftble, when we were 
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fupported with the grand effentials, the affections and intereft of 
the natives. 


This is the plan, 1 beg perm iff on to offer for confide ration, and 
it is, ns 1 el fe where <aid, an improvement, not an abrogation of 
the ancient Government; the feodal foldierv are not only preferv- 
ed, but fupported by the troops of Government, who at the fame 
time wiU much more effectually anfwer the end of controul over 
tbcfe J ungle chiefs, than their former feodal lords pofiibly could. 

A fmall reduction of revenue takes place, but it is to fecure 
the affections and fervices, and render yourfelves fife from the 
enmity of thoufands of your own armed fubjefts, litnated be¬ 
tween you and your moff formidable enemy: it is an aft worthy 
of the dignity and wifdom of a great political State as this is, and 
cannot be combared upon an} better grounds than the fhort lighted 
lehemes of ways and means, which never look beyond tht pre¬ 
fen t hour. 


I know nothing that I can add to this fkctcli, but my carneft 
with* that it may in any degree anfwer your intention and expect¬ 
ation : as t.o the fuccefsful execution of the plan, I feci an entire 
confidence, that nothing is requifite for ensuring that, hut the 
filiation and approbation of that State, for whofc fervice it was 
formed. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

ACCOUNT OF THE HILLS. 

A S the people known by the denomination of the Mountaineers 
of Rajhmabl, as well as the country they polfefs, are utterly 
different from thofe of the Jungle Terry ; I thought it would 
moftelTe dually keep the accounts of both free from obfeurity, if 
T concluded the Iketch of the Jungle Terry fir ft, and gave that of 
the Hills feparately. 

It has been already remarked in the firft Section, that thele 
Hills are not a chain communicating with any others, but a 
duller of fmall Hills furrounded by the flat countries : the dil- 
trials fkirting them are as follows, beginning at Sacra Gully. 

i Gongaperfaud— z Tilliagurry—3 Colgong—4 Bauglepoor 

5 Curruckpoor —6 Bierbooin —7 Sultanabad—8 Am mar 

9 Rajhmahl —10 Jurnnee, which ends at Sacra Gully, and 
completes their contour. 

Thefe Hills are principally covered with wood, excepting 
where it has been cleared away by the natives in order to build 
their villages, and cultivate jannira, plaintains and yams, which, 

together 
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together with Tome of the firm 13 grains mentioned in the account of 
the Jungle Terry, conftitute almoft the whole of the productions 
of thofib Hills : great numbers of fvvine are alio bred by the 
Mountaineers. 

Every large Hill which has, or ever has had, a village on it, 
bears a particular name; and over every inhabited Hill, is a chief 
called a Mangee, who is to every intent a foodal .Lord; his Riots 
called Dungareahs, are alfo his foldiery, and pay him implicit 
obedience; the compad between them is, that in all plunder, one 
half goes to the Manges and his family, the other half is divided 
arnong the Dungareahs; and of their cultivation one fixteenth of 
all produdlions is paid to the Maugee in kind; but thefe chiefs 
never have paid, nor in fad ever could pay, any thing to Govern¬ 
ment. 

The inhabitants of theft Hills are not poflefied of any caft, nor do 
they come within any one of the dalles of Hindoos: of all things 
forbidden to the different tribes of Hindoos, not one is forbidden 
to them; they have barely an idea of a Supreme Being, whom 
they worfhip under the figure of a black Hone, and the name 
of Ruxcy Davey: the Prieft to this Deity, is chofen upon the 
faith of fuppofed infpirations, under the powers of which (but 
generally in fad, under that of fpirituous liquors) he has been 
agitated by convtfifive motions, much in the flyle of the Delphic 
Priefiefs, who, perhaps, indeed was infpired by the lame 
means. On his death, another is chofen in the like manner.— 
Many curious cireumftances might be related of theft favages, 
but that it would fwell this Ik etch to an nnreafonable fixe, vahlv 
exceeding its importance ; Ilhall, therefore, conclude this deferip- 

tion 
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tionof them by remarking, that they are of a fhort ftature, ftrong, 
and aftive ; arid the arms they life are bows made of bamboo, and 
arrows of a ftrong, thick fpecies of reed, headed with iron, in 
different fhapes; but I think, they are. far* from very dexterous in. 
the ufe of them. 

Itis about fifteen years fince the Hill people had any government 
among themfelves, of a general nature; and from the period of 
itsdiflolurion. they have become dangerous and troublefbme to the 
low country, which they never were before; and their ravages 
have been the more violent, as they were Simulated by hatred 
again ft the Zemindars of the low country, for having cut off 
fevcral of their chiefs by treachery. Formerly the Hills of each 
toppah were under one or more chief Mangees, to whom the 
Mangees of all the feparnte hills were bound to Ihew obedience; 
he was bound by a machulka to the Zemindar of the toppah, and 
had jaghier lands in the plain country granted for the fupport of 
himfelf and family in a fui table manner. If any robbery hap¬ 
pened, he was obliged to trace it, and bring the thief to juftice. 
All the Chokeys within the hills were Hill people, whofe bufinefs 
was to prevent any bodies of people from the inner Hills puffing 
through their gauts towards the plain country : while this mode 
prevailed, no robberies were committed; the Mill people were 
happy and quiet, and the low country people were fife from de¬ 
predations. Every year at the fefttvai of the Dnflarah, the head 
Man gee of each toppah, brought the reft of the Mangees with 
him to his Zemindar, and renewed his oath of allegiance to 
Government: the other Mangees renewed theirs to him, and each 
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of them having received a turband, and been feafted in their cui- 
tomary manner, returned to their refpe£tive dillri&s. 

But in time, the Zemindars falling into contempt with thefo 
Hill chiefs, they attempted to make themfdves independent of 
them ; the former not having force to compel them to obedience, 
were obliged to have recourfe to treachery, and cut off feveral ot 
them at a public feaft. The other Mangees and Hill people left 
th;ir rdpeftive gauts within the hills, and commenced thofe 
devaftptious on the plain country, which have 'Continued with 
little mtennifton ever fince : the Zemindary Chokeys, lrowever, 
lying between the hills and the cultivated parts of the country, kept 
things within home bounds, till the year 1769, when the famine 
fwepf away numbers of their Chokeys, and left the plain coun¬ 
try entirely expofed to the ravages of the Mountaineers. When 
Captain Brooke came into this quarter, the only information he 
could receive was from the people of the low country ; they 
conducted him agailift the Hills which wore moft troublefome 
* they were reduced, and many ot then" inhabitants compelled to 
fettle in the low country; they even informed him of the former 
Chokey Bundy in the low country, part of which he re-effoblift¬ 
ed ; but they never gave him the leafl information of there having 
ever been any government among the Hill people, further than 
that of a Mangee over each hill ; they reprefented the Hill people 
in general terms as a let ot robbers, w ho always had been, and 
always would be, at open war with fociety in general. 

Tire licentioufncfs to which the Hill people had arrived, pre¬ 
vious to the employment of the Corps of Light Infantry, ren¬ 
dered 
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tiered it abfolutely neceffary by fome fe verity to mi profs them 
with a fear of our military force in the fir ft place; this has been 
done ; but this is only a preparatory ftep towards a folic! lot tie- 
meat of them: the obedience fliowti by the Mountaineers for 
the three or four la ft years, lias been folely paid to our military 
force, and not at ail derived from any fyftttu of govern mm t, or 
any idea of connexion with, or dependence on the ftate ; and the 
low country people taking advantage of the barbarous, and at the 
fame time, fubjefted ftate of the Mountaineers, have opprefTed 
thean feverely; but in future, 1 am led to believe, their obedience 
will be voluntary and conftant; their fear of our force will be 
fupported by their belief of ourjuOico, and knowing that all the 
benefits they receive, are in return for their peaceable deportment, 
they will be very loth on any occaiioti to rilk the lofs of them 
by mUbebaviour. At the fame time, I beg leave to fuggeft the 
necefiity of giving me difcretional authority, to compel obedience 
to this fyftein, in cafe any oppofition fhould be made to it ; as in 
tkefe wild countries a ftrong coercive power is abl'olutcly requisite 
for the fupport of any Government. 


Propnf.il for the To cffcft this d c-fir able end, I propofc (as 1 did in the caft. Ot 

uturc fjorermiait . , . - , . 

-f ths Hills. the Jungle Terry) an improvement, not an abrogation or their 
ancient forms of government; and for the moft per feft informa¬ 
tion as to the heft means of executing it, 1 have confulted many 
of the Man gees who have come in to me ; and they all agree in 
averting, that if their ancient form of government is reftored, an 
effectual end will be put to all the prefeut irregularities ; that they 
will pay implicit obedience to the chiefs who fhall be eftablifhed 
out of the feveral principal families, and that rhole chiefs will pay 
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the lame to Government: 1 therefore think it my duty to recom¬ 
mend the following method of fettling the internal government 
of the Hills. 


That the fucceffors of the & vend Sirdar Mangees of the different 
Toppahs, he redo red to the authority and pofleiTiom held formerly 
by llieir predecdlors; but in head of holding them from the 
Zemindars, that they fhall hold them by funnuds granted in the 
name of Government. That they, (hail give machulkahs to Go¬ 
vernment, fpecifying the fer vices they are to perform, and the 
penalties iu cafe of failure in the performance. 

That the inferior Mangees 11 1 all give machulkahs, fpecifying 
their duties and penalties in the fame manner, and moreover bind¬ 
ing them to their Sirdar Mangec, for all purpofes fpecified in his 
funnud. 


That all tranfa&ions with the hill people fliall be carried on 
through their Sirdar Mangees, whereby every abufe arifing from 
the rapacity of the low country GautwaMs and others, will be 
prevented. 

That the annual oath of allegiance, with the ancient forms 
and ceremonies attending *% be renewed; as thefc barbarians 
feem to have great reverence for that in ft it u lion. That if the 
Man gee or Mangees of any of the bills, refute to aCquiefce in 
this effablifhmcnt, they fliall bo treated as enemies. 


That 
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That Hauts lie eftablifhed at proper places, to forward the in* 
tercourfc of the Hill people with the low country.—Thefe regu¬ 
lations will, I believe, fuflieicntly enters the peace of the hills. 

As a farther fecurity to the low country, I beg leave to recom¬ 
mend the following plan for re-ethbli thing the Chokeys in the 
dittri&B at the foot of the hills, the (late of which in the feveral 
diltridts furrounding this clutter of hills is as follows. 

CURilUCK.VOOlv'i In thefe diilrifts, the whole of the lands 
and ; being held! on feudal tenure, every Gaut 

BIRR BOOM, J or pafs leading from the hills, and every 
village has its retpc&iye Chokey ; the Mountaineers therefore can 
do little or no harm to them. 


RAOSHAHI 


} 


Of the date of that country I am as yet 
uninformed, but I believe no injury is 
done to it by the Mountaineers. 


RAJHMAHL 


COLGONG 


and 


BAUGLEPOOR 


"* The Zemindars of the Jungle Terry dif- 
ridfs depending on thefe divifions, extending 
from Barcope to Furrucabad, along the 
fkirts of the hills, have very large f rafts 
I* of land in Jaghier, for keeping up a number 
of Chokeydars at the feveral pafles leading 
from the hills.—Thelc are under the autho¬ 
rity of the Zemindars, and were formerly 
Rationed lb near each other, that the firing 
N 2 of 
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of a match lock at one Chokey, alarmed the next, and fo on all 
along, by which means the Mountaineers were never able to 
come beyond this line of Chokeys; but in time the Zemindars 
neglecting this eftabliftunent, many of the Chokevs became 
deferted; and the famine of 1769 and 70, falling with Extraordi¬ 
nary fe verity upon thole dill riots, fuc'h numbers of the people of all 
denominations peiifhcd, that this Chokey bundy was almofl en¬ 
tirely deft roved on the (ides of i Jangle poor, Col gong, and R aj h - 
mabl; and opened the way for thole rav: gers into the very heart 
of the plain country, which.they plundered almoft with impunity, 
till Captain Brooke was fent again ft them; after forcing than to- 
take Ihelter within their hills, he replaced a confident hie number 
ef the Chokcys above dele fi bed ; I have a Kb eftablifhed a great 
many, but many more are ftill vacant, and thereby the grand end 
of a perfect chain of them, with communication from one to nn- 
other, for.the purpofe of gen ral alarm and defence, is deftroyed : 
1 would therefore recommend t ft. That all the vacant Gaufrs be 
immediately manned with a proper force, but as the Jaghier lands 
formerly applied to the fupport of thole Chokevs, have now been 
wafle for many year , anti cannot of con He afford any mainte¬ 
nance to them at all, the Chokeydars mull be retained in monthly 
pay, at Ieaft for the prtfent, till the afotefitid Jaghiers can be re¬ 
cultivated.—This expcncc fttould be defrayed out of the Jaghiers 
and allowances of the Zemindars, as far as they will go, after 
making fuitabk provision for the Zemindars ; and this is the more 
reafonablu, ftjice, though they have fuffered the Chokeydary 
Jaghiers to go to ruin, they have taken care to keep their own in 
a ftate of cultivation, probably by the very hands which Ihould 
have guarded the pailcs from the Hills, and protected the plain 

country 
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country ; I fay only probably, bccauie as yet I have had no oppor¬ 
tunity of enquiring on the Ipot, whether reports which 1 have 
heard of that tenor be true or falfe. 

Should theft. refources, however, prove insufficient to anlwer 
the expence of re-eftabiiflhing the Chokey bundy from burruck- 
abad to B nenpe, l think it an objeft worthy the attention of 
Government, to pay the remainder out of the Jungle Terry 
revenues, till the Chokeydary JaghiefS can be raked to a date 
of cultivation: 1 even think it would be.Aria oecunomy, as the 
valuable fodder lands of Bauglepoor, Goigong, and Rajhmahl, 
would be thereby fecured from diihirhances, and tlieir cultiva¬ 
tion and rent increafe annually. 

As the Zemindars of this part of the Jungle Terry from Bar- 
cope to L'urruckabad, have fliewn themMves fo undeferving of 
truft in the management of the Chokey bundy, 1 would advife 
that they be not in future allowed to have any authority over 
them, but that in Acad of them, the following officers be ap¬ 
pointed on the part of Government. 

That to every Dhee of thofe Jungle Terry Top pahs, there be 
a Tannadar, who Audi be accountable fur all the Chokcys ftation- 
ed at the. paflc3 leading from the Hills into his Dhce. Me Anil 
be anfwcrable, that the Chokey dars arc never abfent from their 
p-ofts, and in cafe of the Hill people attempting to force their 
way through any of his Chokcys. it lhall not only be his duty to 
raped them, but to afeettaiu from what Hill or Hills the attempt 
was made, that orders.being thereupon fens for that purpofe to 

the 
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the perfons in-authority within the Hills, the offenders may be 
brought to juftice.—T he Chokeydars at their feveraj Chokcys, 
(hall be obliged to pay him entire obedience for all thefe ends, and 
(hall re port to him all intelligence and occurrences. 

Over thefe Tannadars, f ad vile that there be two Sezawils ap¬ 
pointed, the authority of the one to extend from Barcope to 
Shahabad, of the other from Sacragully to bin ruckafrad; there is 
no occation tor any frojn Sacragully to Shahabad, as there are 
pofts of Sepoys ali the wav. 

The Tatmadars refpeetively within their limits, to be under 
the orders of the Sezawils, in the fame manner, and for the fame 
ends as the Chokeydars are to the Tannadars ; little points of re¬ 
gulation for the better management of the Chokey bandy, ihail 
be at their diferetion, but no confnlerable alteration to be made 
without previoufty advifing me through the officer commanding 
at Higgle, and waiting for my orders: the Sezawils (hail alfo re¬ 
ceive weekly reports of the bate of the Cbukcys from the feverai 
Tannadars, and make theirs to the officer at Diggio accordingly, 
but extraordinary occurrences dull be immediately reported.— 
The officers reports fhall be made to mein the fame manner: I 
alfo recommend, that a fufficient number of Bundwarries be at¬ 
tached to each Sezawil, to keep up the neccffary intcrcourfe be¬ 
tween him and the Mangoes. 

The Bund war ties are a fet of people peculiar to this country, 
and fo very ufeful, that 1 dare fay, the keeping them will meet 
your approbation; they are people of the low country, who hav¬ 
ing 
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mg learnt the language of the Hill people, are employed in all 
tianfaftions with them; and fo entire is their faith in thefe 
Bundwarries, that in time of the great eft hoftility, they can go 
fafily into the Hills, and any Mangee who is in arms, will come 
down and fubmit on their afi'uranCt of his fafety.—The ufe 
which I propofe making of them, is to prevent any abufes to¬ 
wards the Hill people by the officers of the Zemindars, or of 
Government; for which end, I fhall leave them in charge of the 
Sirdar Man gees, to forward every complaint to me, that it may 
be immediately attended to, and the evil red reded as loon as it 
exifts; the very nature of their employment fhews the neceflity 
of their being entirely free from every authority and dependence 
hut that of Government. 


In addition tc this general plan, I beg leave to recommend the 
following improvements. 

In one of my letters to the board, I gave it as my opinion, that 
many robberies were committed by per tons reiiding in the low 
country, for which the Hill people bore the blame.—-Since com¬ 
ing round to this place, l have rcafon to be confirmed in that be¬ 
lief, borh by the teftimony of the Hill people, and particular en¬ 
quiries among the parties themfclvcs, enforced with promites and 
little prefems which induced them to give me this account. 

That in the famine of 1769 and 1770, a very confiderable 
number of the inhabitants of the country round this, compelled 
by wanr, all the crops of rice, wheat, &c. having failed in the 
low lands, fled to the Hills, where the hardy grains of Muckye, 
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Borah* &c, wanting little water, -were very plentiful; they re- 
■mained among the Hill people till the famine was over, and grain 
1 heap in the low country, to which they then returned ; but hav¬ 
ing forfeited their rufpetlivc carts by their communication with 
the Hill people, they were Held in fo abominable a light, that no 
perfon would trurt or employ them : this Decertify, and perhaps 
fo me influence from the example of the Hill people, foon made 
them robbers, and being well acquainted with the low country, 
they were more dangerous than the Hill people bv fir,—For the 
end of robbing with the greater fecurky, they adopted the dreis 
and arms of the Hill people w henever they attacked villages or 
paflengers, and thereby multiplied complaint;: again ft the others, 

for it was impoRible for the fufferers to examine further than the 

# 

general appearance of the perfons by whom they were all ailed.-— 
Thefe people ftiil relide m the low country, and while this is the 
cafe, it is next,to importable 60 know when robberies are com¬ 
mitted by the Hill people or by them ; to remedy which evil, 1 
beg leave to recommend the three following regulations, 

1 ft. Tir-t the Zemindars of Rajhmalil, &c, bordering on the 
Hills under the collector of Bauglepoor, he ordered by him, to 
make exa£t rtglftcrs of the inhabitants of every village under their 
authority, and that no perlon be fiitTcred to refide-therein, but 
fuch Ha.hjivc a viiible method of living by agriculture, or working 
at fomc trade, 

■ad. That no perfon be permitted to carry bows and arrows, but 
the I lill people and Chokeydary Pikes, on pun of being confined 
and delivered over to the Foujdaary Adowlat ; for thefe being the 
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arms of the Hill people, furnifh, as I faid before, the grand 
means of robbing in their namesall other arms they may 
carry for thefafety of their own per Tons, they not being liable to 
the fame abides.—This article is of great importance, and 1 beg 
leave particularly to recommend it. 

3d. Several robberies have formerly been charged upon tbs 
Hill people, which have been committed on particular houfes in 
villages, where fee reted money and effe&s have been dug up. 
As the Hill people have no kind of intercoutfe with tire low 
country, it amounts to almoft a certainty, that inch robberies 
never could have been committed by them; or if they were, it 
niuft have arifen from the intelligence and information given 
them by the inhabitants of the place itfeif, who were acquainted 
with the filiation of fuch property; 1 would therefore recom¬ 
mend, that it be publilhed, that no robberies, excepting fuch as 
appear to have been attended with open violence, fuch as driving 
off herds of cattle, and plundering and burning villages, or in¬ 
tercepting paffengers on the high roads, will ever be confidered as 
the a&s of the Hill people, or any enquiry made among them 
upon the fubjeft; this will compel the principal men in the 
villages to attend more particularly to the police of their villages, 
and efpecially to guard again fl any perfons refiding in them, who 
have feme of their relations in the Hills, which is the cafe at 
prefent.—I beg leave to recommend, that ihefe three regulations 
be immediately ordered. 

Moft of the Sepoys in the company’s fervice have originally 
been hulbaudmeii, and their families flill follow that method of 
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life, in and beyond the Company's territories; I beg to fubtmt it 
to your confideration, r. hether it would not be for the advantage 
of Govenimi nt, to publith through the invalid corps of Sepoys, 
that whoever among them will fettle on the lands between the 
Hills and the Sudder, (hall*have ftwll Jaghiers given for that 
purpofe, for the fubfifteace of thcmfelves and families, who are 
ro be brought thither,—This would afford the pi-ofpeft of a com¬ 
fortable maintenance to old fohliers worn out in our Service, and 
would eftablifli a kind of ‘militia, whofe peflcffionfc‘being inter- 
fptited among thopS of the Malguzarry tenants, would keep the 
* whole in fafety from the Mountaineers; feodat lervice might alfo 
be enjoined from them if approved of. 

The fhfety of the public Dawks being an objc& of much im¬ 
portance, I have formed the following plan for en Turing it, and I 
beg your authority for eft abiding it; at the fame time, from my 
con via ion of its great utility, both for the la tot y of the Dawks, 
and the civilization of the Mountaineers, I have already begun 
to put it in execution.—-Four principal divilionsof the hill < upon 
my new plan, are parallel to the extent of the road on which the 
Dawks have at any time been infulted or endangered ; over each 
of thefts diviliOns, are one of thofe chiefs mentioned in my plan, 
to whom all the petty chiefs in the fame divi (Ion pay implicit 
obedience. 

The fir ft of thefe commences at Furruckabnd, and ends at 
Rajhnuihl; the fecond extends from Rajbmahl to Sacraguily ; the 
third from Sacraguily toShahnbad; the fourth from Shahabad to 
three cofs beyond Pcalapoor, where the Jungle icrry boundary 
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ends. T proposed to each of thefe chiefs, that he fhould be bound 
to fafcly conduct the Dawks through his boundary, for which 
purpofc, a proper number of his people fhould attend at tlw 
Dawk Nations; that lumfidf fhould have a monthly allowance 
from Government, for which he thou Id bind himhdt by the null 
forcible macholkah and oath, to protetf and forward the Dawks 
with the greateft expedition; that exclufive ot this, the Hill 
people employed with the Dawk, fhould have a brafs plate fixed 
on a belt, infenbed with the na am of the place at which they 
are ftatdoned, and figuring their being fervants of the company 
for forwarding the Dawks; and that this would prevent any per- 
foils from flopping or preffing them tor Coolies ; and that befidcs 
tliis, they fhould once a year receive a turband as a prefent to 
each of thefe Hill people : the chiefs very readily confented, and 
indeed feemed exceedingly happy at the employment proje&ed 
for them, and the falary they would get for it.—1 beg leave there¬ 
fore, to recommend its being put ill execution immediately for 
the following reafons': 

This hdary will flrongly attach thefe four principal chiefs to 
the State, and no man under their authority will dare by any at¬ 
tempt again ft the public Dawk, to endanger this valuable pof- 
fefiioa of his feudal Lord. 

It will greatly contribute to civilize the Hill people in general, 
when they perceive the advantage anting from a dependence on 
our Government, and will give the ftrongefl idea of faftty to all 
denominations of paffengers.—Laftly, the whole ex pence of this 
eftablUhment, will be within one thoufand rupees per annum, 
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and I do not believe, that any danger whatever will then cxift to 
the public difpatches; whereas very ex pen five eflablifhmcnts of 
Burcondnfles have beer hitherto in effectual.—The Hircarrahs and 
every thing will remain with the poftmafter’s people as ar pre- 
fent, the Hill people will only a£t as-cfcorts to them.—As the 
Hill people are exceedingly wild and timorous at prefent, I beg 
leave to point out the expediency of fomc very forcible order 
being iffued for preventing any violence being offered to them 
by troops palling up and down, as other wife they will never day 
at their refpeflivc flations, nor perform the fervices expected 
from them. 

V S. 

CONCLUSION. 

SUCH arc the heft lights I can pollibly throw upon the fub- 
jedr, botli with refpcdl ro the prelertt and future management of 
thefe frontier countries ; if it be laid, that a military Govern¬ 
ment is a tiling quite foreign to our conflitution, 1 admit it; but 
it is not fo evidently different from our civil Government in Eng¬ 
land, as tins country anti its inhabitants, are from thofe of our 
own : and finely fmee we cannot make countries to fuit our Go¬ 
vernment, we ihould imike our Government to fuit the countries, 
which is ill our province to rule over ; and as I conceive external 
firength and fafety, and internal peace and regularity, are the 
true ends of Government; and as I am convinced they are in 
'thofe wild diflridts, only procurable by the means I have pointed 
out, I therefore beg leave to recommend them, as the only Go¬ 
vernment adapted to this frontier throughout. 


JAMES BROWNE. 


HISTORY 

OF THE 

ORIGIN AND PROGRESS 

OF THE 

SICKS. 




To JOHN MOTTEUX, Esq^ Chairman of the Hon¬ 
our able Court of Directors, for the Affairs of the 
Honourable United Eajl India Company. 

SIR, 

CONFORMAPJJT to the wifo which you were 
phafed to exprefs , that 1 jhould furnijlj you with an 
account of the rife and prefent fate of the tribe of 
people called Sicks ; I nozv bey leave to fubmit to your 
perufal , the following t ranflat ion which 1 have made, 
of a Perf an manufeript , written■ by my defire while I 
refded at the court of Dehly ; to which I have added , 
all the information which I have by other channels 
acquired , refpeBing that people’, and 1 have accompani¬ 
ed the whole with a map, fpecifying the extent of their 
territories, the names of their chiefs , together with the 
places of their refpeclivt refidence, and the number of 
their forces.—I ft jail be very happy , if this trail is 
thought in any degree worthy of your attention, and 
beg leave to fubferibe tnyfelf with great truth and 
refpeBy 

Tour mojl obliged humble Servant, 

JAMES BROH r NE. 

harley-street, 

Stpi. »7» 1787. 







INTRODUCTION. 



URING the time of my residence as the Englifh 



Minider, at the Court of his Majefty Shah Alum, 
I took every opportun’ty to acquire a knowledge of the 
drength, refources, difpofition, and conditution of the 
feveral dates bordering on the provinces of Agra and 
Dehly, by feeking out, and cultivating a perfonal in¬ 
timacy with the bed informed men on thofo feveral 
fubjefts.—In the courfe of thefe rcfearches, the full and 
mod important objeft which prefented itfelf, was the 
great irregular Aridocracy of the Sicks ; a feet, which 
from a fmall beginning in the neighbourhood of Lahore, 
has edablilhed itfeif in the complete podedionof all the 
country between the Attock and the Sutledge, and 
levies contributions to the very frontier of the Vizie/s 
dominions. 

Having met with two Hindoos of confiderable know- 
ledge, who were natives of Lahore, where they had 
refided the greater part of their live.?, and who had in 
their pofleflion, accounts of the rife and progrefs of the 
Sicks, written in the Nuggary (or common Hindoo) 
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character. 
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character, I per funded them to let me have a truncation 
of one of them in the Perftan language, abridging it as 
much as they could do, without injuring the effentia! 
purpofc of information.—After all, I found it extremely 
defective in a regular continuation of dates, and there¬ 
fore r ot defmdng the name of a hiffcory: however, the 
dates of the principal events are clearly determined; 
future opportunities and greater leiiute than 1 poiTefTed 
while at Dehly, may afeertain thofe which are at prefent 
unknown.—This Perfiun fketch of an hiffory, 1 have 
tranflated into EngUlh, and now beg teave to offer it to 
my honourable mailers, as I am per funded, that the 
rapid progrefs of this feft, will hereafter render a know¬ 
ledge of them, their ftrcngtb, and government, very 
important to the adminiftration of Bengal.— But as in 
the Verb an manufeript very little is laid of the manners 
and cuiloms of the Sicks, 'i ilrall infert in this introduc¬ 
tion, all that I have been able to difeover. on thofe 
heads. 

The people known by the name of Sieis t were origi¬ 
nally the common inhabitants of the provinces of Lahore 
and Multan, and mofily of the Jaut tribe; the doarine 
on which their fba is founded, was introduced by 
GooroQ Nanuck, about two hundred and fifty years ago; 
and appears to bear that kind of relation to tne < oiuloo 
religion, which the Protefkmt does to the Ronii h, te- 

t* taining 
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taming all the eflcntial principles, but being abridged of 
mott of its ceremonies, as well as of the fubordinate 
objects of veneration.—\t firlt, the left was merely 
fpeculative, quiet, inoffenfive, and unarmed; they were 
bill perfected by the barbarous bigotry of Amungzebe; 
and perfection, as will ever be the cafe, gave ftrength 
to that which is meant to delfroy ; the Sicks from ne- 
ceifity confederated together, and finding that their 
peaceable deportment did not fecure them from oppref* 
ilon, they took up arms to deiend themielves agavnft a 
tyrannical government; and as will always happen 
where the common rights of humanity are violated, a 
hero arofe, whofe courage and ability direfted the efforts 
of his injured followers, ton juft, though fevere revenge. 
—As the ptdgrefs of thsle events is related in the 
liiftcry, I fhali only fay at prefent, that as the Mogul 
government declined, the hicks in fpite of repeated 
attempts to fupprefs them, continued to acquire ftrength. 

_They made the dilUpaion of their fe&, a political as 

much as a religious principle, rendering the admihion 
into it eafy to all, and the immediate temporal advan¬ 
tages ot protection anti indcpendance, as great and as 
evident as pofiible; while they at the lame time levied 
contributions upon all their neighbours, who refufed to 
come into their fraternity. 
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As to tKeir government, it is a ri doe rati cal, but very 
irregular and imperfect; for the body of the people is 
divided aider a number of chiefs, who pafFefs portions 
of countr , either by former right as Zemindars, or by 
ufurpation.—Thefe chiefs enjoy diOiu£t authority in 
their rclpe&ive dlftridls, uncontrolicd by any fiperlor 
power; and only alfem-ble together on particular oe- 
cafions for the pujpofes of depredation, or of defence ; 
when in a tumultuous Diet, they choofe by maioriy of 
votes, a leader to command their joint forces during the 
expedition : generally from among thole chiefs,, whole 
Zemindaries are mod confiderable; his authority, is 
however but ill obeyed by io many other chiefs, who 
though poftelfed of 1 mailer territories, yet as leaders of 
the fraternity of Sicks, think themfelvcs perfectly his 
equals, and barely allow him, during his temporary ele¬ 
vation, the dignity of Primus inter Pares » 

About thirty years ago, one JefTa Sing Kelal, a chief 
of confiderable weight and abilities, having been chofen 
commander of their grand army, when it expelled the 
Aumifr of Ahmed Shall Durr any from the city, and 
Subah of Lahore, became fo popular, that he ventured 
to ftrike rupees at the mint of Lahore in his own name, 
with an inferiptipn in Perfian to this effect, “ jefia. Kelal 
“ conquered the country of Ahmed, and druck this 
“ coin bv the grace of Godf’—but after they had been 

current 
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current about fifteen years, the grand Diet of the Sick 
chiefs,, (called Goormutfa > determined to call in all thole 
rupees, and to ftrike ’hem in the names of Gooroo 
Nanucky and Gooroo Gobind Sirtgi die fir ft and the laft 
of their Gooroos , or religious leaders; the latter of 
whom directed them to take up arms again ft the Muf¬ 
fin limans, and rendered general a kind of feall to be 
celebrated at the grand Diet, or Goormutta, at which 
feall. they ufe large dithes called in Perftan E>aig } which 
I mention to explain the Perfian infeription ufed on 
their coin from that time, which is as follows, 11 Gooroo 
“ Gobind Stingy received from Nanuck the Dmg t the 
“ Sword, and rapid Victory.” 

The city of Lahore is at prefent divided among the 
three moft powerful chiefs, who fhare the revenue arif- 
ing from all itnpofts and duties, 8tc. within the city, in¬ 
cluding the mint ; the names of the prefent pofieflbrs 
are, Gujer Sing, Subah Sing, and Laina Sing. 

The Diets of the Sicks are held at the holy lank 
(bafon of water) of Amrutfur y about twenty cols north 
by eail from Lahore, which was appointed for that pur- 
pofc by their Gooroo.— Here as 1 faid before, the com¬ 
mander for the campaign is thoferi, and their expeditions 
for the feafon planned. 
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The plunder collected during thefe expeditious, is 
divided among the chiefs according to the number of 
their followers, to whom each chief makes his own 
diftributlon. 

In the diflri£ts not reduced to their abfolute fubje£tion, 
hut into which they make occafional incur dons, they 
levy a tribute which they call Uauhey y and which is 
about one fifth, (as the Marhatta Chout is one fourth) 
of the annual rent; whenever a Zemindar has agreed 
to pay this; tribute to any Sick chief, that chief not only 
himfelf, refrains from plundering him, but will protect 
him from all others; and this protection is by general 
confent held lb far facred, that even if the grand army 
pafles through a Zemindary where the fafe guards of the 
Weft Sick chief are ftationed, it will not violate them. 

Since the Sicks became powerful, and confederated 
for the purpofe of conqueff, they have called their con¬ 
federacy Khalfn Gee, or the Slate, and their grand 
army Dull Kb a If a Gee, or the Army of the State, 

As the extent of their pofTeilions is clearly exp re (Ted 
in the accompanying map, as well as the names of their 
chiefs, and the number of their forces from the bell 
authorities; I Jliall only obferve, that the country is faid’ 
to be in a date of high cultivation, which I believe, be- 

caufe 
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caufe they carry into it all the cattle fit for tillage, which 
come into their pofTeflion by plunder, collect a very 
moderate rent, and that mollly in kind, and during any 
inteftine disputes, their 1'oldiery never molefl the huf- 
bandman.. 

Tilde however, is in a low llatc, owing to the in* 
fecurity of merchants going backwards and forwards 
through the territories of fo many independant chiefs. 

r' j : ■ , ; • ’ ’ ■ ’ t 

Of their manufactures, the principal are very line 
cloth, which they make at Lahore, as nlfo the belt arms 
in Hmdoftan. 

Their cavalry is remarkably good, the men being 
** very hardy and well armed with fabres and excellent 
matchlocks, which they ufe with great dexterity; the 
horfes bred in their country, are of one of the belt 
breeds in the empire, owing to the ule formerly made 
there of Arabian and Perfian ftallions, and fomething 
in the temperature of the air and "water of that country. 
Moft of thefe foldiers have two or three horfes each, by 
which means their incurfions are made with great 
rapidity, their armies marching from fifty to one hun¬ 
dred and twenty miles a day:—their drefs. is dark blue, 
as ordered by Gooroo Golind , and gives them, when 

collected. 
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collpflted in large bodies together, a very difmal appear¬ 
ance . 

The chiefs are only diftinguifhable from their followers, 
by flner horfes and arms. 

I have converfed with feveral Sicks, who were lent to 
me by different chiefs on complimentary meflages ; and 
I perceived a manly boldnefs in their manner and con- 
verfation, very unlike the other inhabitants of Hindoftan, 
owing no doubt to the freedom of their government. 

In their camps they ufe no tents, even the chiefs 
arc flickered by nothing more than fmall Nutng her as 
(fqunre canopies of coarfe cotton cloth) fupported on 
four flender poles—the common foldiers pitch a blanket 
on two lticks, and faken the comers down to the ground 
with wooden pins, lb that they encamp or decamp in a 
few minutes. 

Among their cuftams, the following are remarkable : 

They will not ufe tobacco, though its ufe is univer- 
fal to all the inhabitants of Hindoitan, yet they drink 
fpirits ai d hnoke Bang (the leaves of hemp) to the 
grealek excefs cf intoxicatkn. 


In 
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In admitting a profelyte, they make*him drink Sher¬ 
bet out of a large cup, with certain ceremonies, as will 
he feen hereafter, and which are defigned to fignify, 
that every diftin&i .n is abolilhed, except that of being a 
Sick, even a MufTulman may become a Sick on thefe 
conditions.—From the time that he is admitted into the 
fraternity, he wears a Feel ring round one of his wrifts, 
lets his hair and beard grow to full length, and calls on 
the name of the Gooroo in confirmation of all engage¬ 
ments. 

Thefe are all the circumftances refpeSing this Soft, 
which are not fpecifically mentioned in the hi dory : to 
which I will add, that a fett which contained in its 
original principles fo much internal vigour, as fufiained 
it againit the bloody perfection of a great government, 
determined and interefied to fupprefs it, raifed it up 
again with ffefh ftrength on every opportunity which 
occurred; and at length enabled it fo far to fubdue all 
oppofition, as to acquire an entire and undilturbed do¬ 
minion over fome of tfie fined provinces of the empire. * 
from whence it makes incurfions into others, holding out 
protection to all who join, and deftruCtion to all who 
oppofe it; a feCt, which makes religion and politics 
unite in its aggrandizement, and renders the entrance 
into it fo eafy to all who defire to become members of 
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it, cannot fail to extend itfelf very far, and'in the end 
to he exceedingly formidable to <iH its neighbours,- - 

Refpecting the map which accompanies this hi dory, 
it was laid clown from a Pctiian map of Punjab which I 
procured at Agra ; and was put into its prefent lhape 
by Lieutenant fames Nathaniel Rind, oi the Bengal 
ellabliftiment, who commanded the efcorte which ac¬ 
companied me while refident at the Shah’s court, and 
whom 1 muft here beg leave to mention as a very 
deferving officer.—The map, however, is dehgned 
principally as a political chart, to fhew the extent of the 
dominions of the Sicks, and the places where the chiefs 
rcfide: on points of Geographical knowledge, I have 
too juft an opinion of Major Rennell’t. abilities, to at¬ 
tempt an improvement on any work of his; and l there¬ 
fore give this explanation oi the defign of the accom¬ 
panying map, that no other may be imputed to me. 
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AH. 036.] |N the latter end of the reign of Sultan Baber., Nanuck Shah , 
A D. 1 5-9. J A a Derviih, by tribe a Keiteree , lived in the village of Shoderah, 
fi tun ted about feven c rotes (or cofs) eaft of the river Chenab; 
as lie was a man of a moll exemplary life, ana eminent for his 
piety, charity, and abftinence, he became famous throughout 
ilindo lan, and wherever he went teaching his doctrine, he made 
a great number of profelytes ; he wrote feverai books upon the 
nature and inftitutions of his order; l uch as the Purraun Sunkeiy t 
&c. which he dift abated for the regulation of the worfliip of his 
followers.—He took the title of Gaoroo, or religious Teacher, and 
called bis followers in general Sicks, which fignifies followers of 
a Seft, but his immediate difciples, whom he inftrufled in the 
myfteries of his dodruic, he called Murhh, or Diiciples ; thefe 
terms are often confounded, but they are properly very d& 
tinft. 



After 
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After the death of Gooroo Nanuck, his fucceflors were in the 

following order : 

1 Gooroo Ankud. 

2 Gooroo Amerdad. 

3 Gooroo Ramdas. 

4. Gooroo Arjun tvho wrote the Gurhunt , now generally 
followed as the rule of difeipline. 

5 Gooroo Ramroy* 

6 Gooroo Hur Roy. 

7 Gooroo Hurry Siri Kirffien, 


theft; Gooroos appear upon an average, to have exercifed their 
office about twenty-two years each. 


In the year of the Hegira, 1073, Aurungzebe being on the 
throne, a foil was born to Gooroo Hurry Siri Kirfttetr, to whom 
they gave the name of Taigh BeBaJer, when this foil came to the 
age of puberty,—being remarkable for his piety and abftinenCe,— 
his followers conceived a fuperlHtious veneration for him, and 
ufed among themselves, to call him the true Kitig ; he on his part, 
whatever he received in preients, or offerings from his dil'ciples, 
or the Sicks in general, he laid out in provifions, which he 

publicly 
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publlcly'diftribiited to all who chofe to receive them ; this brought 
great numbers to participate of his bounty. 

The news writers of Lahore, foon t rani m It ted an account of 
thefe ci ream fiances to Aurungzebe, who was then engaged in the 
war of the Decfcan ; and his Majefty being very particular in hi? 
examination of all perfotis who pretended to extraordinary fandhty, 
he fent fume Teffawils (or Ufh&rs) to bring faigb Behader to lbs 
prefence, who on their arrival at the place of his refidence, im¬ 
mediately fet out with them, and foon arrived at the court. 


Aurungzebe having called him Into his prefence, examined him 
very ftri&fjr relpeding the revelations and miracles to which he 
fuppofed that he pretended ; to which Taigh Behader replied, 
“ that he was a Dcrvifh ; that he fob lifted on the alms of the 
« charitable, and prfk his life in the contemplation and ador- 
“ atimi of God; but chat he neither pretended to revelations nor 
“ miracles." The Shah again laid, “ they call you the true 
« King, and Taigh Behader, (which was a military title) what 
“ prefumption is this ?”•—to which Taigh Behader replied, 
•« whatever is, is from God ; DervHbea have nothing to do with 
.< titles or honours.’ 5 —The Shah perceiving that he could dif- 
cover nothing of the revelations or miracles attributed to this 
Lervilh, gave orders for putting him to death immediately.—At 
that time, a Bramift of the name of Murdaneh, who ftood by, 
Lid to Taigh Behader, <* If you will give me permiflion, I will 
« imprecate curfes on thefe perfecutors, and by the juflice of 
“ God, you (hall fee them inftantly dertroyed." But Taigjl 
Behader, according to the counfel given to him at parting by Ins 
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A M. 1096.1 father, to p refer ve the fecret of the fc£t, though it fhould colt 
A D. ifjhp. | him hi* life, replied, “ The time is not yet come, God himfeif 
“ will puniih them, and raife up a hero, who will ex'atl ample 
** vengeance for my blood.” 


IL 


He was accordingly put to ( A ) death, and upon the fpot where 
ho fullered Martyrdom, a monument has been ere&ed, which is 
ftih in being, and offerings are made at it. 


A H. 11 i6.'l 
A D. 1704./ 


Soon after this, the widow of Taigh Behader, having been left 
vvirh child, was delivered of a /on, to whom they gave the name 
ot Gobind Sing , who growing up, and being about twenty years 
of age, conceived an ardent defire fa- revenge the death of his 
father; but either finding hie party too weak, or wanting refolu* 
tion in his own mind to attempt fo dangerous an enterprise, lie, 
C n ) hy the advice of t!ie Bramins, performed a number of fuper- 
flitious rites, in expectation, that fome mamfeftation of the 
Divine pleafure would appear in his favour * at length a voice 

was 


Note A* Aurtmgzcbe feems on thif a as well m on miny other occnnons, to have made religion a 
veil to cover li political tyranny-; the real motive of this cruelty to Taigh J3chadcr ? was 
moll probably* rcfcnttncnt fur Ida hiving iUowt4 hb followers to call hint d j 
and hid having u fed 2 military tide, which \vm mt grained by Royal Patent, agreeably to 
the cuftom3 of tJmt Government of all which he wai exceeding jsalous. 


Note 


B. I have omitted the detail of thefe fupcrilmonf, which would hut dec the enlightened 
European reader j their obje& wat no doubt, to iinprtfs the common people with si belief 
that their caufc was Supported by divine favor and protection. 
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was raid to have been heard from heaven, declaring the revenge 
he fought for, ihould not be attained by him, but by his dif- 
ciplcs after his death ; and that his left fliouid at laft arrive at the 
higheft point of flrength and dominion. 

The mind of Gooroo Gobind Sing, feems to have become dif- 
oftlered by the influence of thefe fuperflitious reveries, and to 
have remained for fome time in that flate; but at length having- 
recovered his reafon, he put on a drefs of dark blue, let his hair 
and beard grow to their full length, and inftrufted his feet to 
follow his example in theie points.—He alio directed them to arm 
themffelves in expectation of die hour, when the prophecy ihould 
be fulfilled. 


§L“ 
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From this time, the Sicks animated with ■enthufiafm, began to 
collect together from all parts ot the Empire, and multitudes of 
new profelytes were daily enrolled in the left, which was render¬ 
ed important by the martyrdom of Taigh Behadcr,—Gooroo Cc- 
bind Sing, eftablifhed a ceremony to be ufed on the reception of 
new proielytes, which ceremony is called Pail, and con lifts in 
making them drink Sherbet out of a cup, flirting it round with 
a dagger, and pronouncing a certain ( c ) incantation at the fame 
time. 


Advice 


Note C. Tttt* incantation I could never get tlie words of, though I took forae pains to difo.—-It 
feems to be among the Arcana of this feft. 








A IT. in8.| Advice being conveyed to Aurungzebe of all tlicfe particulars, 

A D. ■ 706. J ] ie f ent offers to the Navab Vizier Khan, who war then Fouj^af 


of Sir hind, to take the rcqv.ifite ibcps for fupprcflmg this tlrrent- 
‘ening iiiiura-iTtion ; but before this: order was received, Gooroo 
Gobiiid, having gone to colled his followers from the eaftern 
provinces, died at the city of Patna; ; uid his wife having died 
funietime before, two children whom he had, the one about fix, 
the other about five years old, were left under the care of his 
mother, (the widow of Taigh Behader) who hearing ot the 
Shah’s orders to Vizier Khan, attempted to fly with her two 
grand children from Amrutjur to Mucozva/, which was her native 
place.— Many of Gooroo Gobiiulh followers accompanied, in 
order to cfeoit them fafe to the place of their definition.—By 
the time they had got to the village of Chumkore, which was (even 
cofs from Sirhind, the Navab Vizier Khan, according to the 
Shah’s orders, fent a body of troops commanded by Kb’zzer 
Khan Malnere, together with the Buckfliy of his own army, to 
take Gooroo Gobind’s family prifo ;crs, and bring them to Sir- 

lilritl._Khizzcr Khan having overtaken thorn at that place, tire 

Sicks who accompanied the Gooroo s family, defended them wuh 
the greateft refolution ; many of the Shah’s people were killed, 
as well as of the Sicks; but as the former were vaftly fupenor in 
number, the two children, together with their grandmother, 
were taken prifoners, and all their wealth and property, which 
they were carrying away with them was plundered ; the icw 
Sicks whofurvived, efcaped by flight.—Khizzer Khan brought his 
prifoners to the Navab Vizier Khan at Sirhind, who put them in 
confinement, and advifed Aurungzebe of it. 


They 
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They fay, that Vizier Khan, who had been forty years 
FoujdSr of Sirhind, had never oppreifed any perfon under his 
authority, but was diftinguilhed for his jufUce and humanity ; 
and from the natural goodnefs of his difpofttion, lie conceived a 
regard for thefe children of Gooroo Gobind, often lent for them, 
and fhewed them kind nets.-—It happened one day, that he was 
afking them in a jelling manner, how much they had been plun¬ 
dered of, to which the fcldeft of the children innocently replied, 
“ that the wealth of Dervifhes was too great to be counted. 
Suchanund, a Kd/m>, who was Dcwan to tiie Navab Vizier Khan, 
find to him, " perhaps thefe children may give the fame kind of 
“ anfwcr if they are examined by the Shah; it fo, what will be- 
* ( come of us all, and who (hall fatisfy his Majefty ? it would be 
“ lafer to put the children to death, which is the only way of 
** fecuring ourfelves from the Shah’s rapacity.” 

Vizier Khan being unwilling fodeftroy thefe innocent children, 
helitated a long time ; but at length his dread of the Shah’s dii- 
pleafure, (h) fliould he fufpeft him of having fee re ted thetreafum 
plundered from Gooroo Gobind’s family, getting the better of 
every other coufuieration, he faid to Khizzer Khan, t( Many of 
« your friends and followers were killed by the Sicks, who 

R efcorted 


This is a linking inftance of the tyranny of Aunmgtcbe*! Governments a vA indeed of 
the horrid t fieft of defpotifm, on the ehara&m of chofe who live under its influence ; when 
we here behold a man naturally mild and companion ate, committing the moft atrocious 
criimv from dread of the conference which would have attended hit acting conformably to 
his Gonfcieuce, and the diftstfctof humanity* 
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Note 

Note 
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“ nroftx ,1 tfcefc children, you ooght to retaliate by killing the 
<. children, as the cimfe of the death of fo many of the fath¬ 
er fnl.” 'r.')—Kbizzer Khan, however, rcjtfifted the pfopofal with 
horror, and nobly replied, “ both 1 and my followers arc ibldier*, 
4< at id whoever oppofe us m open war, we either kill them, or 
“ arc killed ourfclvcaj hut what you pmpofe, is the bu finds of 
“ nn executioner/' However, the deflfmed period of the 
childrens lives being come, one Kurruckcby Beg, a Mogul in the 
Shah’s fervice, undertook to perpetrate this barbarous murder, 
and went to the prifon where the innocent victims were confined : 
the children clung round the neck of their ' grandmother to Awe 
thcmkdvTS, but the villain tore them away, and cut their throats 
with a knife, in the prefence of this mi for able woman, who, un¬ 
able longer to bear fach a load of calamity, her hulband, TaigU 
Behader, having been murdered before, (as was related) and her 
grand children now butchered before her eves, funk under the 
violence of grief and horror, excited by this !a/f fame, and di¬ 
vine mercy by an immediate death, icteaied her from imtlier 

fufferin'g :..(*) 

Ore 


E> . RmlUtioa far blood culled in Kcwm Kejfaot « coofidsrcd by the Mu(T., Imam, a. 

moral imJ fttlgwus duty to the next ia co&ne6ioti* 

* * 1 ■' !»’■ ; ; |„ /-A* 1 *1 

F _ Of all the inflames of cruelty eraciOJ on the propagators of new rfoftrittei, this is the 
moll ba.baram aoJ witragwu* women and children, h»«-ufually efnp*l» 

errn fro* rdi e iou* (ury.-Nc wonder then, that the teojpuce * the Sicks was fo 
fete re* 
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AH. m 8.] One Bundah, a Btragee Fakcer, and the native of a village called 
AD. 1706. j Pundoiv, in the the Doab of" Beit Jabnder, had been for many 
year; the intimate friend of Goo too Gobiml ; and hearing of the 
deftrinflion of his defenceless family, lie gave way to the deepeft 
iropreflions of grief and refeutment, which at length let tied into 
a fixed determination to leek revenge; for this purpofe, he went 
to all the tnoft powerful and zealous of the Sicks, who had been 
the followers of Gooroo Gobin. 1 , and having excited in them the 
fame fpirit with which he himielf was actuated, and enrolled, 
himfetf in the fraternity of the Sicks, he, with furpriling dili¬ 
gence and activity, and aided by uncommon abilities, collected 
the feet together in arms from all quarters, and inlpired them with 
the moll ardent fpirit of revenge. 

AH. 1119.] Fortunately for the execution of Bundah's defign, about this 
A D. 1707. J time, Aurungzebe died in the Dcckan, and the iucccflion to the 
throne being difputed between his fens, (as it is well known to 
thole who are converfant in the Uilfory of Hiudoftan,) great ton- 
fufion arufe in all parts of the empire,—Buudah taking advantage 
of this opportunity, and haviug colle-dcd together a large, though 
irregular army of Sicks, marched to attack Navab \ izk r Khan, 
Who was then at Sirhind,the.ieatjof his government—.Vizier Khan 
came out to give them battle with all the troops ne had, and the 
armies coming to a&ion near Aiwan Sir ay, the Sicks, inlpired 
by enthufialm and revenge, gave the 1 u liul mans a total defeat; 
Vizier Khan was killed upon the fpot, and the greater part of Ills 
army was cut in pieces. Proceeding to the town ot Sir! 1 inti, the 
Sicks put to death all the family of Vizier Khan, and every 
dependant and lervant belougingto him >■*—buchmund theDewan, 

R % by 






1 



A H. 1119.^ 
A D. 1707. J 
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by whole advice the children of Gooroo Gobi ad bad been, mur¬ 
dered, was torn 10 pieces, with every ctrcumftance of cruelty 
which favage revenge could dictate. After which* they deftroyed 
all the mo ft] ucs and tombs belonging to the Muflulmans; and luch 
was the terror which their feverity and fury excited, that neither 
Hindoos nor Muftiilmans found any means of fafety, but in- 
acknowledging and fubmitting to their authority, and profiling 
to belong to their fe£t; which difpolition, Bundah, who was a- 


man of great art and iddrtfs, encouraged by every means, with 
a view toenCreafe his force: treating thole with the moll: flatter- 
tering kiuduefs who came into the feft, and thofe who refufed 
with unrelenting feverity :—do that in a fhort time, ail the dif- 
tri< 5 l ■ from Pa input to near Lahore, acknowledged the authority 
of the Sicks ; and Beliader Shah being then in the Deckan, with* 
the Imperial army, there was no force nr the provinces of Lahore,, 
DehlyorAgra, able to undertake the reduction of the inf urgent s.. 



A H. 1120. | 
A. L>. 1708. j 


Bahadur Shah, having defeated his brother Kam Titickfli, was* 
defirous of remaining lume time longer in (hat part of his domi¬ 
nions, in order to make a complete fettle men t of ail the Soubub's 
(or provinces) of the Deckan ; but when the advices arrived of 
Bundah's mfurtvclion, and Vinter Khan’s defeat and death, the 
danger appeared too preffi ig to admit of delay : he therefore de¬ 
termined to move with his whole force towards Shhind, fending 
before him aa advanced army of cavalry and artillery, under the 
command of Sultan Kouly Khan, nephew of Ruilum dil Khan ; 
to which he joined all the Muffulmans who had fled from Sirhind 
and other parts, to avoid the fury of the Sicks. His Majeily or¬ 
dered Sultan Kouly Khan to march by way of Dehly, and thereby 

flop 




A H. j no. | flop the progrefs of I he Sicks on that fide;— protettlng the inha- 
A. D. 1708.J Jjjfjjjjfg as m uch as poffible,—to prevent the in fur reel ion from 
fpreading,—and to put every man to thefword that he (hould find 
with his hair and beard at full length; —that being the charac- 
teiiftic external of the Sicks. 

k 

i Sultan Kotily Khan, with the zeal of a faithful ffcrvant, march¬ 
ed as expeditioufly as poflible, and having palled by way of Dehly, 
he came to Paniput; relblved to attack the Sicks, though his 
army was exceedingly weak, when compared with the prodigious 
force now got together under the enemy’s ftandard. The Sicks 
on their part, being fhilhed with victory, and confident in their 
numbers, were no lefs willing to come to a&ion. The battle 
began, in which there was great (laughter on both fides, but efpe- 
r’ally on that of the Sicks; who being deft mite of tlifctpline, and 
unprovided with artillery, fuffered very 1'evereJy; when Kifury Sing 
Bueltfliy, to whom Bundah had given the command of this 
divifion of his army, being killed by an arrow, the Sicks began to 
give way, were at length totally defeated, and the remainder of 
their army fled to join Bundah, who had remained with the reft 
of his forces t Sirhind. The next day, Sultan Kouly Khau 
being joined by a reinforcement fen t after him by the Shah, under 
tire command of the Vizier Khan Khanan, marched to Sirhind : 
Bundah drew up his army, which confided of between forty and 
fifty thoufand horfeand foot, to receive the Mu flu l mans : — the 
battle was long and bloody ;•—but at length, the royal army mak¬ 
ing a delperate charge upon one part of the enemy’s front, broke 
through, and a general defeat enfued, with terrible (laughter of 
the Sicks. Bundah being unable to rally his difheartened troops, 

fled 


1 
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AH. mo, 1 fled with .ik many as lie could collect together, and took refuge 
AD. 1708. J a ftron'g fort called iMghur^ (°) which flood near MacawaJ; 

whither the royal army purfued them, and fur rounding the fort 
began to lay liege to It. 

In the mean time the Shah, hearing that Loagluir was inverted, 
marched on as expedition fly as pofiible, and without halting at 
Dfhly, joined the camp of the Vizier and Sultan Kouly Khan, 
.before Loaghur. By the time that the liege had larted a month, 
the befieged Sliding their proviftons and ammunition fail them, and 
being determined to fell their lives as dear as poffible, they falJied 
out of the fort fword in hand.—A defperate, but unequal confliirt 
enfued ; the greater part of the Sicks were cut in pieces on the 
fpot; many were taken prifoners, hi which number was their 
lender Btrndah, who was confined in an iron cage, and together 
with the other prifoners was font to Dehly, where they were all 
publtokly executed, after having been offered their lives on con¬ 
dition of embracing the Muflblman faith, winch they rejected 
with contempt. The few remaining Sicks fled to the mountains, 
where they concealed themfelves; and the Zemindars and Riots 
of the country who had joined them during their infurredHon, 
partly to lecture themki ves, and partly for trie fake of plunder, 
now cut off their beards and hair, and returned to their original 
occupations, ’ 

From 

..—-- i 1 -- 

r $$Qtt Gi Thit P^ ace m wc ^ 13 ^ 0£nc o&ers memiojicd in the HSfro7> htfrittg bem toftlly ddlruyed, 

arc nrj; wteacd in the map* 
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From this time, during the reigns of.Behkter Shah, J-haader 
Shah, Kemckfir, and the fhort reigns of Rnfi al Dirjat, and his 
brother, Abdul Sunmnid Khan being Subadar of Lahore, none of 
this fe& ever ventured to appear in arms ; but concealed themfelves 
by every means for near twelve years. 



AH. i r 3 x • 1 In the year of the Hegira r 13 r , Mtihammud Shah being on 

A D. 171 8.J the throne, and Zckariah Khan being Subadar of Lahore, the 
Sicks, though unable to appear in any confiderable force, began 
to plunder, and carry on a kind of predatory war in the fkirts of 
the mountains, as if to try the temper of government; and this 
practice they continued with little variation for twenty years. 


AH. In the year of the Hegira 1151, Nadir Shah the King of 

A D. 1738. : Perfin, invaded Hindoftan, and as Ins army committed dreadful 
ravages tvherever they went, the inhabitants fled to the hills for 
i'afety; while the Subadars of the Provinces, being unable to 
refill, fubraitted to the invader. 


On this oecafion, the Sicks colIeiHng together, began to com¬ 
mit depredations on all fides, potTeffing themfelves of the property 
of the inhabitants who had fled to avoid the Peril an s, and plun¬ 
dering every place in their reach.—At the fame time they fortified 
themfelves near a village called Dutf/va/, on the banks of the Raty, 
where they were joined by many Zemindars, who had fee ret ly 
favoured their feCt, and now rejoiced to lee it once more in a 
condition to declare itfelf. 


r 


% 


Some 




A H. t 15 
A L>. 173 
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Some time’after this, Nadir Shall returned to Perfia, having 
plundered at Dehly, wealth to an a’ noft incredible amount, and 
Slaving bedewed the Empire of Hiudoftan on Mahumtnud Shah, 
as his own free gift,—He left behind him Nafir Khan, to collett 
the Subah of Cahnl, and four Mahls, (diftridts) belonging to the 
Subah of Lahore; (Ling parts of the Empire of Hindoftau, 
made over to him by the treaty with MallUmmud Shah.) The 
reft of the Subah of Lahore was continued under Zekariah Khan, 
-as Subadar, on the part of Mahumraud Shah.—Zrkaitab Khan 
appointed Adina Beg K ban to be Foujdar of the Doab of Bury, 
with orders to reduce the Sicks to obedience. 


The force he had with him was fully equal to the execution of 
that ferviefi ; but Adina Beg, con(idering that if he fhould entirely 
put an end to all difturbances in that diftridt, there would remain 
no neceflity for continuing him in fo extenfjve a command, lie 
carried on intrigues with the Chiefs of the Sicks, and ftcretly 
encouraged them to continue their depr lattons; at the fame 
time, pretending to be very defirous of fubduing them. From 
this management, the Sicks became daily more powerful, and 
ftized upon fcveral places in the diftant parts of the Subah of 
Lahore They alfo began again to perform publick pilgrimages 
to the Holy Tank at Amruifur , without ir 1 .(.deflation. 

About this time, Zekariah Khan died, leaving two fons, the 
elder of whom was by the Shah appointed to fuccecd his father, 
as Subadar of Lahore; but difputes arifing between the two 
brothers, the affairs of the Province became greatly neglected, 
and the Sicks i acre a fed in ftrength. 


Some 


A H. up.' 
AD. 1738. 
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| Same time before this, Nadir Shah having been aflaffinatec! in 

J Perfia, Alrmid Khan Durranny, one of his principal officers, efta- 
blifhcd himfelf at Kandahar, and feized upon that Province, in 
which he had confiderable family connections; at the fame time 
laying claim to the other ( H ) Provinces of Hindofhn, which had 
been ceded to Nadir Shall by the treaty before mentioned, and 
albuming the title of Shah or King. 

A H. j t 59 .1 
A D. 1746.J 

Soon after which, he lei zed upon Nafir Khan, whom Nadir 
Shah had left Suhadar of Cabnl, (as faid before) together with 
the treafure which he had collected from the time of Nadir Shah’s 
return to Peril a, being above a crore of rupees. He alfo demanded 
Ills daughter from hi ■ in marriage.—Nafir Khan being then 
entirely in his power, consented, and obtained liberty to go to 
his followers who were in Paijhawir, under pretence of making 
the necef&ry preparations:—he was obliged, however, to leave 
his fon as hoftage; but as foon as he was at liberty, he cOnfiderctl 
the giving Ills daughter to a man of a different tribe, as a difgrace 
not to be fubmitted to, and therefore began to collect forces for 
his own defence. "Vet iomc thne after, Altnud Shah Durranny, 
approaching him, though with a very inferior army, his followers 
difperfed, and Nafir Khan fled towards Dehty, which funiifhcd 
Ah mud Shah Durranny with a plea for his iirff invafion of Hin- 
’ doff an* He accordingly paffed the A ttock, Jelum, and Chenab, 
and came to Lahore. 

S Shaii 

Note U, 

Thefe were Cabul, PsiOiawar, anti T.uta; in r. word, every tiling well of the Aitock, 


or Indus* 


Note H# 










[ 16 ] 


A. H. 1159-I 

\ ]), 1 46, j Shall Nevaz Khan, (one of the funs of Zekariah Khan) who 
was then Subadar of Lahore, immediately fubmitted'; and die 
Durranny Shalt catering the city of Lahore, fcized upon the trea- 
fury and the armoury there, and proclaimed himfelf mailer pi 
that Province aJfo. 

It is foreign from the defign of this hiftory, to enter into a 
detail of thefe events, which are ah related in the general hiftory 
of the empire; fuffice it to fay, that the Durranny Shah was at 
length obliged to return to Kandahar; and that in the year of 
AH. 1160,1 the Hegira 1160, Mahummud Shah having died, was iucceeded 
AD. 1747.J by his ion Ahmed Shah, who nominated Mir Munmo , called 
Main ul Mullock, foil to the late Vizier Kummer til dien Khan , to 
the Subadary of Lahore and Multan. 

During tlvefc troubles, the Sick Chiefs Jefla Sing Kglal, Chlrfah 
Sing, Tokfih Sing, and Kirwar Sing, had got together about 5000 
Iiorle; to which army they (for the fir ft time) gave the title of Du! 
KhalfabGee , or the Army of the State, and with which they made 
themfelves matters of the DoU of JBiwy.—Moin ul Mullock again 
appointed Adi 11a Beg Khan to the Foujdary of that Doab ; who 
marching thither, began as formerly to intrigue with the Sicks, 
and took no effectual means to fuppref* them. In one a£tion 
indeed, he defeated them, and killed about 600 Sicks; but as the 
confuflon prevailing in the empire, had reduced thou lands of 
people to diftrefs, they were daily joining the Sicks for the take 
of plunder, took the Par/, and let their hair grow, upon which 

they 


AH. n60.1 

A D. 1747. J they Were inrolled in the Du/, which now began to encreafe with 
furpriftng rapidity.( 1 ). 

A H. 1163. | About three years after this, Ahrned Shah Durranny, again in- 

A1750.1 vaded Hindoftan, and having defeated Moin ul Mullock, feized 
on Lahore, levied a very heavy contribution from it, and after¬ 
wards appointed Moin ul Mullock to be Subadar on his r part of 
Lahore and Multan, having given the daughter of Moin ul 
Mullock in marriage to his own ton, the Prince Timur Shah : 
after this, the Durranny Shah returned to Kandahar. 

During this war, Adina Beg Khan having joined Moin ul Mul¬ 
lock with all his forces, the Sicks had nothing left tooppolc them, 
and therefore they daily became more formidable. They cut off 
the royal garrifon in the Fort of Tannifer, deft toyed the fort, 
and plundered all the neighbouring diftri&s. 

Alter the departure of the Durranny Shah, Moin ul Mullock 
again fent Adina Beg Khan againft the Sicks, who feemed now to 
be inclined to di(charge his duty with fidelity, for having received 
intelligence that they were aftenibled near Macowal, to celebrate 
the feftival of the Hooly, he, by a forced march, furpril'ed them, 
and put lo many ot them to death, that the remainder were oblig¬ 
ed to difperfe for a while, but foon began to plunder again in 
finall parties. 

S3 In 


ri.i* naturally accounts for the rapid rile of the Sick , which commenced about this 

time. 


Note J. 
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A H. 1165. ) In the year of the Hegira 1165, Moin ulMuUock died, and his 
AD. i 75 s * i widow appointed one Beck my Khan, to manage the government 
of her deceafed hufband, as Naib (or deputy) on her part; but 
having dctc&cd him in a defign to feize on her pei foil, and ufurp 
the government himielf, fhecaufed him to^je firangled: and ap¬ 
pointed Sycd fume'll id dim Khan to the office of her Naib. 

A fhort time after this, the troubles arifing at Dehly, which 
ended in the Vizier Ghazi id dien Khan’s depofing Ahmed Shah, 
and railing to the throne Alucngtre Sani, the reins of government 
became entirely relaxed, and the SicJhs. gathered new ftrength. 

A (1. 1169.] j u t | ie y car 0 £ t ] ie Hegira 1169, Ahmed Shah Durrcnny again 
A D. i 75 S- invaded Hindoftan, and came to Lahore.—By this time, the Sicks 
were become very numerous, and their Dul was in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Lahore; but they were afraid to attack the Durranny 
army: however, they plundered all people who draggled from 
the camp, and cur ofr provifions going to it.—But the Durranny 
Shah being defirous of getting as foon as poflible to Dehly, took 
no notice of thefc infults. 

After plundering Dehly, Muttra, and all the circumjacent 
towns and villages, and ex ■citing unheard of barbarities, the 
Durranny Shah marched back to Kandahar; leaving a chief of 
the name of Ahmed Khan, to command in Sirhind, and his own 
foil, the Prince Timur Shah, with an army under the command 
of Jehan Khan, one of his beft officers, to collect the Subahs of 
Lahore and Multan. 

Jehan 
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A H. n6g.] Jehan Khan from a principle of religious teal, deftroyed the 
AD. 1755. J pi aC es of worth ip belonging to the Sicks at Amrutfur , and filled 
up the lac red Tank, which they fo highly venerate: upon which 
the Sicks collected together under their chiefs from all quarters, 
and blockading the city of Lahore, colle&ed the revenues of the 
country all round for their own ufe. Jehan Khan vvjth the Prince, 
inarched out to give them battle; but after feveral a&tons, finding 
the Sicks too numerous for him to contend with, lie retreated to 
Kandahar. 

Upon'tins occafion, jeffa Sing Kclal, who was at the time com¬ 
mander in chief of the Dul, ftruck rupees in his own name, at the 
royal mint at Lahore, with the following infeription, “ Jella 
“ Kelal conquered the country of Ahmed, and iiruck this coin 
“ by the Grace of God.” 

| After rive retreat of Jehan Khan, the Court of Dehly appointed 

Adina Beg Khan to be Subadar of Lahore; but the force with 
which he was furnifhed by fo weak a government, was not equal 
to encountering the Sicks: he was therefore obliged to Pop at 
Sirhind; and finding that ho could not obtain any ufliftance fiom 
the adminifi ration at Dehly, he applied to the Marhatca chief 
Rogonaut Row, who at that time commanded a large army in the 
Province of Agra, and offered to afiift him in reducing Punjab; 

■ to which the Marhat'ta chief agreed, and marched to Sirhind; 
where he was joined by Adina Beg Khan with his own army, 
and feme of the inferior Sick chiefs, whom he had brought over 
by great promifes. 


1 


Their 






A H, T 169.1 
AD, 1755,/ 


Note K, 
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Their fir ft operation was to expel and plunder Ahmed Klnn, 
whom the Durranny Shah had left to command in Sirhind.—On 
this occasion the Sick chiefs, who had joined Adina 13 eg Khan, 
plundered the town of Sirhind; which gave great offence to the 
Marhatta chiefs, who projected falling upon the Sicks, and plun¬ 
dering them in return : which conn Mg to the knowledge of Adina 
Beg Khan, by whole influence thefe Sicks had been induced to join 
the Marhattas, he gave them immediate notice of thedefign which 
was formed againft them, upon which, they marched away in the 
night. 

The Sick leaders who were in pofleftion of Lahore, did not think 
their a;my a match for the Marhattas, when reinforced by Adina 
33 eg Khan, they then fore drew off to the Ikirts of the mountains; 
and the Marhattas eftablilhcd garrifons in Lahore, Multan, &c. 
But their government was of ftiort duration, for loon after this, 
attempting to expel the Robillas from their poffeflions, Nujeab id 
Douhth , the principal Rohilla chief, applied to the Durranny Shah 
for aftifiance :—alledging, that being his fubjefls, ( K ) they could 
apply to no one die for redrefs; and that, therefore, they entreat¬ 
ed he would fupport them againft the in tide Is. 

Ahmed Shah Durranny accordingly left Kundahnr, with his 
whole force; and as foon as it was known that he had crofted the 
\ttock, all the Marhatta garrifons in Lahore and Multan, (ltd 
w ithout waiting for his nearer approach. 

The 


Ail tlic RoiUla tribes come from the country belonging to the Durrarmy Shah, and 
{hole fettkd in Iluubd’artj ftill tail him their King- 
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A IT, 1.172.1 The Vizier Ghazi ul ilieu Khan, who kept his Majefty Alutn- 
A D. 1758,/ g i, e gani as a prifoner In his own palace, expecting that the 
Durranny Shah would call him to a fever e account, it Alum giro 
Sam thou Id complain to’ him; in a trail fport of rage am! defpair 
he put him to death ; and after placing another of the royal line 
upon the throne, by the title of Shah Johan Sani, he left Dchly 
with all his forces, and joined the Marhatta army, which wu 
then befieging the Rohill'as at SuktrtalL 

The events of this campaign are foreign to our fubjeft, it ia 
only ncceiTary ro fay, that the Durranny Shah having railed the 
fiege of Suker tall, and defeated the Marhatta chiefs Junkoo and 
Mulhar Row in fcveral a&ions, in one of which, Datceu Fated 
(the elder brother of M.ihado Row Sindea) was killed ; and being 
joined by all the RohUla chiefs, as alfo by the Navab Shuja ul 
Dow la, cantoned for the rainy feat on near Cod in the Doab, be¬ 
tween the Ganges and the Jumna, 

A H. Tty-.'I While Ahmed Shah Durranny remained at Cod, he received 
A D. 1759. j advice, that Aduia Beg Khan, whom he had once more appointed 
Subadar of Lahore, was dead, and that the Sicks taking advan¬ 
tage of that event, had aflembled in great numbers, attacked and 
defeat- J Surftbu das, the Dewan of A din a Beg’ Khan, who aftei his 
mafter’s death had attempted to keep things in order. -On this 
intelligence, the Durranny Shah appointed Zien Khan to be 
Foujdar of Sirhiud, and Bullund Khan to be Subadar of Lahore, 
and difpatched them to their Rations with an army of 10,000 
horfe. 
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A H. 1173/ 
AD. 1759., 

AH. 1174.] 
A D. 1760.., 


The concluOon of the rains wag followed by that famous 
campaign, which put to final trial the grand queftionof Empire 
between the Muffol marts, and the Mar hat t as ; and ending by the 
fatal battle of Faniput, which was fought on the 7,0 th of Jem ad ul 
Sani 1x74, decided it in favour of the Mm-iilmans, and gave a 
blow to the Marhatta power, which it has not entirely recovered 


yet. 



After this, Ahmed Shah Durranny, having fettled the govern¬ 
ment at Dehly in the hands of Nujeib ul Doula, and placed 
Mir&a Jeivan. Bucht on the throne, as representative of his father 
Shah i Alum , who was then in Bengal, he marched back towards 
Kandahar. 


As loon as he had paCed the Suttedge, the Sicks began to 
plunder the {hagglers from his camp, which he forebore to refent 
at that time, his army being loaded with plunder; however, to 
fecure his camp from intuit, he every night threw up a flight 
wurk round it, and in this manner he continued his march to the 
Attock, the Sicks following him all the way. 


When the Durranny army had pafled the Attock, the Sicks 
returned, and having blockaded Lahore, they compelled P> id hind 
Khan to retreat with his garrifon, open which they took poflef- 
fion of that city, and all the country from the Attock to Sir- 
hind. 


However, 7 Am Khan, whom the Durranny Shah had left as 
Fnujdare of Sirhin'd, being affifted by Htflghun Khan, a pat tan 

chief, 



AH, 1174.1 
AD. 1760.J 

AH. 1 r 75-1 
AD. i 76 i.j 


A H. 1176.] 
A D. 1762.J 


Note L* 
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chief, of the diftriet: of Malnair (fouth weft from Sirhind) ftill 
fupported himfeif again ft them. 

Tlie following year, the Sicks to the number of about forty 
thoufimd horfc, ravaged the whole territory of Malnair, in re¬ 
venge for the aftiftance given by Hinghun Khan to the Durranny 
Aumil; but foon after Ahmed Shah Durranny having marched to 
Lahore to punifh the Sicks, for having expelled Bullund Khan, 
Hinghun Khan contrived in the night to efcape, and fled to the 
Durranny camp for protection.—The Durranny Shah fent thirty 
thoufand horfe under his conduCc, who marching feventy crores 
(one hundred and forty miles) almoft witliout ( l -) intermiflxon, <u r- 
prized the army of the Sicks, at a place called Barriala, and put 
great n umbers to the fword; the reft as ufual, difperfed for a. 
time ; after which, the Shah proceeded to Sirhind, where he was 
met by Nujeib ul Dowla, and the other principal Oi/trabs ; and 
having received their compliments, returned back to Kandahar, 
leaving Saudet yab Khan, one of his officers, with a large de¬ 
tachment in the Doab of Beit Jalinder, and Rajah Cabully Mul t 
as Subadar of Lahore. 

The beginning of the following year, the Sicks aflembling again, 
drove Rajah Cabully Mul out of Lahore, and Saudet yah Khan, 

T from 


The lio:fcs ufed by the ]>urr'miles, arc of the breed called Tarti • they are not large, bat 
the mbit ufcfut, id bed bottomed horfes, thiU at *1 believe, in ihe ivorkL--Thcy 

live to a great age* fo that I turn fceti harfes In the ufc of common tfoopers, vha: ihiy bare 
declared to be near ibrty year* old. 



A H, 1176,'! from the Doab of Beit Jalinder, eftablifhing themfelvcs in both 
A. IX 1762. j thofe places; after which they invaded Malnair, defeated and 
killed Hiiighun Khan, a man of great courage and ability, who 
had Jong been a eonfidsrablip check to their progrefs ii\ that 
quarter. 

They next attacked SirLind, and coming to afft’on with Zieix 
Khan, die Durranny Foujdar, near Rajah Seray, defeated and 
killed him alfo; after which they plundered and burnt Sir hind, 
h iving a particular cnthufiaftick hatred to that place, 011 account 
of the murder of Gooroo Gobind’s children, which was perpe¬ 
trated there. By thele fuccefles, the whole country from the 
Attock to Karnal, acknowledged the authority of the Sicks. 

A H. 1177. 'I The following year, Nujcib xil Doivla being engaged In a war 
A. D. 1763. J with Srrujh Muf, the Rajah of the Jauts, the Sick chiefs, Kofliial 
Sing, Bugheil Sing, Sahib Sing, Bang Sing, Kumim Sing, and 
Roy Sing, crofted the Jumna with their forces, and plundered 
the di ftrift of Saharunpoor belonging to Nujeib ul Dow la; upon 
which that chief immediately marched to protefl his own country, 
and partly by force, partly by negotiation, got the Sicks to repafs 
the Jumna. 


All. 1178.'] The next year ^war Sing, the foil and fucceflor of Surujk Mul f 
A f>. 1764-1 i n order to revenge the death of his father, who had been killed 
the year before in battle agaihft Nujeib ul Dowla, colle&ed to¬ 
gether all his own followers, and being reinforced by thirty 
thoufand Marhattas under Mulhar Row, and twenty-five thou- 
fand Sicks under leveral different chiefs, laid fiege to the city of 
1 Dchly— 



A H. 1178. ■} 
A D, x . J 



Durranny, and foil cited his aid, his Mnjcfty immediately marched 


from Cabul where he then was, and to avoid any interruption 


from the Sicks, he proceeded along the fkirts of the mountains, 
and had reached as far as Gurry Kotanah , when a peace was con¬ 
cluded between Nujeib u! Dow la and Jewar Sing, through the 
mediation of Mulhar How, and the fiegc of Dehly was railed. 
Nujeib ul Dowla immediately fent intelligence of this to the 
.Dnranny Shah ; and after exprefling his gratitude for the ready 
affi fiance his Mnjefly had afforded him, he entreated him to return 
from the place which he was then at, leaft the arrival of his 
army in the neighbourhood of Dehly, ftiould renew the cala¬ 
mities of that unhappy city.—The Durranny Shah, accordi/ig to 
this addrefs, repafled the Sutledge, and marched back towards his 
own country by the Lahore road. 

In the mean time, the Sick chiefs, determined to revenge the 
defeat they had fuffered at Barn ala,-—aflembled their whole force 
at Ammtfur, to the number of fixty thoufand horfe and foot; 
and took an oath to exert every effort to cut off the Shah’s army. 
Aimed Shah Durranny receiving advice of this, fent a perfon to 
the Sick leaders in quality of Am bafiad or, to negociate a peace 
with them, and prevent that effufion of blood, which their tlef- 
perate determination threatened to produce :—but on the arrival 
of this perfon in the camp of the Sicks, inflead of hftening to his 
propofals, they plundered him and his followers, and drove them 
away.—Aimed Shah Durranny finding all accommodation impof- 
fihle, marched immediately to give battle to the Sicks; and com- 
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ing to Amrutfur in the evening, encamped clofe to the enemy. 
In the morning the Sicks drew up their army on foot, and imme¬ 
diately proceeded to attack the Durrannies fword in hand; and the 
Durrannies, with equal resolution, received their attack on foot 
alfo. The battle was long and bloody, and the lofs fb great on 
both ddes, that at length both armies drew ofF to their refpedlive 
camps; the next morning neither party wap inclined to renew 
the conflif':, and the-Shah refumed his march without any fur¬ 
ther interruption, (m) 


Some time alter this, Ahmed Shah Durr an ny died, and was 
fucceeded by his fon the Prince Timur Shah, who has been too 
much employed on the fide of Per 0 a in keeping pofleflion of the 
provinces ufurped by Ins father front that empire, to have leifure 
for attempting to reduce the power of the Sicks.—Nor has any 
Potentate yet appeared on the fide of Hindoftan, equal to fuch a 
talk :—fome feeble attempts have been made, which hav only 
confirmed the flrength of the Sicks Government, as a little water 
thrown on a fire, does but increafe its beat: fo that for twenty 
years pad, they have employed themfelves in completely redu¬ 
cing the whole country from Attock to Kamal, and dividing it 
among their own fetf . 

Soon 


Note M. It h to be fuppofaf* that to a battle thus difntxted* both fidet claimed the victory! the 
Dumna\ei bring m prouf, their having marched on n&inokficd; the Sick*, that the Dm- 
tillmy Shah never again rcturprd to Lahore* 
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ah. 1178-1 Soon after the laft expuifion of the Aumiis of the Durranny 
A D. 1764.J shah, the Sicks held n general Diet at Amrutfur, in which they 
determined to call in the rupees wliich were ft nick in the name 
of Jefi'a Kelal, and to itrike them for the future in the name of 
their Gaoroos, with an infcription to this effect, “ Gooroo Gobmd 
« Sing, received from Nmuck, the Daig, (*) the fword and rapid 
i« victory,” which coin is current throughout their dominions to 

this day. 

Thus has the Divine pleafure notified to Gooroo Oobind, been 
at length fulfilled; and thus has Providence railed up this fed in 
confide rati on of the piety and charity of Gooroo N.muck its 
founder, that mankind beholding the reward of virtue* may learn 
to practife it* 


Tins jus been eypjiuncd in the iarroduftfon,— I have of thsi* rupee! in ray 

Note N. 

jpofteJhon* 


THUS 
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THUS fur the Perfian manufcript extemb; to which I beg 
leave to add, that the Sicks arc the only one of the many powers 
who have enriched thettifelves out of the fpbiJs of the Mogul 
Empire, which fairly and openly avows its independence.—They 
will not fnfFei the name of his Majefty Shah Alum to appear 
upon their coin ; but have fubftituted that of their Gooroo ; and 
in (lead of the year of the King’s reign, and of the Hegira, which 
is the efhiblifiled date on all the coin throughout the empire, they 
uie t!ie era of Bkkermajcct , called the Sumbut. 

After Ahmed Shah Durranny returned to Kandahar in 1764, 
a?, has been related, though the Sicks poftfefled tbcmftdvcs of the 
town and province of Cahore, and of all the open country of Mul¬ 
tan, yet the Dummy garrifon of Multan ftill remained in that 
fortrefs till the death of Ahmed Shah Dummy foon after which 
the Sicks compelled them to retire, and placed a garrifon of their 
1779. own there ;—Bat in the year 1779, Timur Shah (the fucceflor to 

Ahmed Shah Du rj tiny) came from Cabul, with a large army, 
and laying fiege to Multan, took it, after defeating the army fent 
by the Sicks to raife the fiege : when he returned to Cabul, leaving 
a garrifon in Multan, which has remained there ever fince. 

Since the complete fettlement of the Sicks in their prefent 
poffeflions, which was not entirely effedted till near the year 1770, 
the chiefs to the weft ward of the Sutledge, who are the moll: 
powerful, have not been engaged in any important expedition, till 
i> 85. the year 1785, when they invaded the Rajah of Jumboo, and 
compelled him to pay them tribute. 


The 
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The Incurfions which are made annually into the territories 
lately belonging to Zabita K-lian, are merely effected by a tem¬ 
porary confederacy of the chief's between the Sutledge and the 
Jumna, 

• 1 * , ' v ■ 

Theft; ‘mcurlions arc fometimes carried acrofs the Ganges, ( 0 ) 
into the Vizier’s territories, as happened in March r 785; when a 
large body of Sicks palled over, ami remained in that country 
feveral days, plundering to an immenfe amount, and burning and 
deftroying thevlllages without oppofition ; though repeated advice 
had been received beforehand of their defigns, But theft infults 
may always be prevented, by common attention in the Vizier’s 
adminiftration; and by fending proper detachments to the feveral 
fords of the Ganges during the dry leafon. 


In 1785, Mahajee Sclndea (having before feized on the Shah’s 
per (on, and the entire adminift ration of his allairs) entered into an 
alliance with the leaders of the Sicks, between the Sutledge and 
the Jumna, both offenfive and defenfive; one of the articles of 
which treaty exprefsly fays as follows;—Befides the royal 
“ lands, whatever fhall be acquired by either party (Scindea or 
“ the Sicks) with mutual^mnfent, on either fde the 'fumu, from 
“ Hindoos or MuflVilmans^i^lf^ 4 ^in:reof fhall belong to the 
“ Khalfah Gee—" (the Sick State. ^H'lf ^clearly points at the 
Vizier’s country. % T 

As 


From the middle of March till June, the Ganges is fet&ible its feveral places between 
the tails at Hurdwar, and the town of Feiectebad. 
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A 11 foon as tills treaty was framed, I obtained a copy of If*, 
which 1 tratiimitted to Mr. Macpherfen* than a fling as Governor 
General, April the 9th.—What ufe he made of the information, l 
cannot tell: but furely a confederacy of two filch formidable 
powers as the. Sicks and Mariettas, clofe to the Vizier’s frontier, 
mu/1: affbrd matter for very icrious apprehention, to eveiy peih>n 
who is anxious for the falety of the Company’s poffeffions in In¬ 
dia; which arc fo intimately cormefted with rhofe of the Vizier, 
that prof perity or calamity muff be in common to them both. 

In this pomr of view, I beg leave to conclude this fketch, wirh 
my earned, recommendation of that circumftance to the attention 
of the Company’s adminiftration:—for even admitting all that 
the advocates for Senidca can lay of his luicerity, he is but more ; 
and with him will expire all that (ecurity which has been iup- 
pole d tor. rife from his perfonal cha rafter. 


J A M E S B R O. W N E. 
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